
SPOTLIGHT ON 

Modern expedition cruising

M A G A Z I N E

Issue 7

Magic
Moselleof 

the
A fairy tale river

SOMETHING OLD,
something new

Focus on Japan

An IndIAn 
Adventure
Kerala Backwaters cruise review

Cruising  
with the Stars
Celebrity-themed cruises

On Board

Croatia cruise review

Dalmatian 
Islands101



On 7 November 2019, we were 
delighted to receive the Special 
Recognition Award at APT’s 
Signature Awards Lunch. The 
award recognised our long and 
outstanding partnership with APT 
Cruises, as well as our contribution 

to the river cruise industry. The 
exclusive event took place at The 
Ivy Market Grill in London, and 
included a special appearance 
from APT’s Ambassador for the 
Kimberley, celebrity chef John 
Torode.

Award-Winning Afternoon
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flight-inclusive holidays in this brochure are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. 
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We are excited to be expanding our collection 
of luxury cruises. Our popular website,  
www.cruisingholidays.co.uk will soon  
feature the full range of luxury cruises 
from award-winning cruise lines including 
Azamara and Seabourn. Experience unsur-
passed luxury on board some of the 
world’s most stylish and innovative ships. If 
there is a particular luxury voyage you are 
interested in please call our experienced 
cruising specialists on 01756 706500. 

New for Spring 2020 is the chance to 
enjoy a self-drive boating holiday in 
Hungary. Relatively unknown as a boating 
destination, this hidden paradise has a 
lot to offer. Hungary’s rivers and lakes 
are perfect for fishermen, bird lovers and 
outdoor enthusiasts. The waterways 
of Hungary are calm and there are 
no locks to negotiate, making this a  
perfect boating holiday for beginners.

Visit www.boatingholidays.com

Hungary To Explore

We were thrilled to be a finalist 
once again for the Cruise 
Agency of the Year Award at the 
prestigious Agent Achievement 
Awards. The glittering awards 
ceremony took place on 11 
July 2019 at the Park Plaza 
Westminster Bridge Hotel 
in London, and recognised 
excellence in the travel industry.

Top 5 
Cruise Agent

Height of Luxury

Vaikundam is the newest addition to 
the Far Horizon fleet in India, offering 
cruises along Kerala’s stunning back-
waters, a network of lakes, canals and 
lagoons. Built in the style of a house-
boat, it has nine well-appointed en-suite 
cabins on the Lower Deck, featuring 
traditional wooden panelling, motifs 
and large windows. The experienced 
onboard chef creates delicious Indian 
and International cuisine, served in the 
dining room with the adjoining bar. The 
Upper Deck also has a comfortable Sun 
Deck for taking in the passing scenery.

Launching in summer 2020, AmaSiena 
from AmaWaterways will cruise the 
Rhine, Main and Moselle rivers. Sister 
ship to AmaLea and AmaKristina, 
AmaSiena will accommodate 156 
passengers in stylish cabins, some 
featuring an innovative twin balcony. 
Dining venues will include the elegant 
Main Restaurant and Chef’s Table, a 
unique gastronomic experience where 
guests can watch the chefs prepare the 
cuisine. On the sun deck, there will be 
a refreshing pool with swim-up bar, the 
perfect place to relax and unwind.

Proudly named after Aurora Expeditions’ 
co-founder, purpose-built expedition 
ship Greg Mortimer cruises to destin-
ations including the remote Arctic 
and Antarctica. With cutting edge 
technology, the ship is one of the 
most advanced expedition ships in the 
world and carries an average of 126 
passengers. Unique viewing platforms 
offer unobstructed views of the scenery 
and marine life, while Zodiacs allow up-
close encounters and landings ashore. 
Every expedition is accompanied by a  
team of experts.

New Ships on the Horizon
Vaikundam AmaSiena Greg Mortimer

Quark Expeditions and Aurora 
Expeditions are the latest companies 
to join our ever-expanding cruise 
collection. For over 25 years, Quark 
Expeditions has specialised 
in creating thrilling polar 
adventures to the 
Arctic and Antarctica,  
with Zodiac land-
ings accompanied 
by an experienced 
team. All of the 
company’s expedition 
ships are purpose- 
built to navigate the  

ice-packed waters, and carry fewer 
than 200 guests.  Aurora Expeditions 
offers once-in-a-lifetime expedition 
voyages to exciting destinations 

including Antarctica, Iceland 
and Costa Rica, on board 

innovative new ship Greg 
Mortimer. She accom-
modates an average 
of 126 passengers 
per cruise including 
divers and highly 
acclaimed specialists, 

and features a custom-
built activity platform.

new to blue water holidays 

Expanding Expedition

A new year brings fresh opportunities to 
travel, and the chance to make 2020 a 
year to remember. If you’re planning your 
next holiday, take inspiration from our new 
Sailaway Magazine, packed full of exciting 
ideas.
Japan is sure to be a popular holiday choice 
this year, with all eyes on the Tokyo Olympics 
in summer. Enjoy our feature on the Land 
of the Rising Sun, an ideal destination to 
explore on a cruise or tour. Read our review 
of the Kerala Backwaters, an exciting new 
cruise for 2020, or soak up the sun with a 
perennial favourite of ours, the beautiful 
Croatian Coast.
Find out more about Ponant, the expedition 
company changing the face of adventure 
cruising with its modern, cutting-edge ships, 
or relax on board Hebridean Princess, with 
her country-house elegance.
And if your dream destination isn’t 
mentioned, just give our friendly experts a 
call and we will be happy to help!
Best wishes

Juliet Archer, Managing Director
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Japan’s highest mountain, known  
for its perfect conical shape. Hakone 
National Park, a region of lakes, 
peaks and volcanic hot springs, 
offers superb views of Mount Fuji.  

The remote Iya Valley, Japan’s hidden 
secret, is home to dramatic mountain 
scenery, deep rocky gorges and natural 
hot springs. Japan also boasts pristine 

beaches, particularly on 
Okinawa Island where the 
turquoise waters, soft white 

sand and amazing coral reefs make it 
perfect for snorkelling and diving. 

Japanese culture and traditions are 
incredibly unique and date back 
thousands of years. Deeply rooted 

in Japan’s culture is the art of sumo 
which originated as a form of Shinto 
ritual. Though it has developed into a 
professional sport, elements of these 
rituals can still be seen such as the 
symbolic purification of the ring with 
salt. The Japanese tea ceremony 
is a ceremonial way of preparing 
and serving matcha green tea. This 
Japanese tradition is steeped in 
history and has been an integral part 
of Japanese culture for centuries. 

Visit Japan, where tranquil Buddhist 
temples, serene Zen rock gardens and 
spectacular castles stand side-by-side 
with towering skyscrapers and neon-lit 
streetscapes.

In Japan’s capital city, Tokyo, traditional 
and modern culture co-exist in unity. 
Set against the dazzling backdrop of 
soaring skyscrapers, Tokyo’s historic 
attractions include the moated 
Imperial Palace, the mature gardens 
of Koishikawa-Kōrakuen, and the 7th-
century Buddhist temple of Sensō-ji. 

A trip up to Tokyo Tower’s Top Deck 
provides incredible views over the 
city’s skyline.

Kyoto is the spiritual heart of Japan, 
with its Zen gardens, atmospheric 
temples and ancient shrines, and is the 
perfect place to embrace Japanese 
culture and spirit. The Kinkakuji 
Temple is renowned for its glittering 
Golden Pavilion, and the Fushimi 
Inari Shrine is famous for 
its thousands of vermilion 
torii gates that form a 
tunnel through the forest 
up into the mountains.

Now a prosperous city, 
Hiroshima was almost 
completely destroyed 
by a nuclear bomb in 
1945. To gain a better 
understanding of

  

Hiroshima’s intense past, visit the 
Atomic Bomb Dome and the Peace 
Memorial which symbolises the 
city’s wishes for everlasting peace. 
Close to Hiroshima is Miyajima 
Island where the famous floating 
shrine, Torii Gate, is located.

One of the highlights of Japan is 
its beautiful scenery, ranging from 
magnificent mountain ranges to 
emerald green rice paddies and 
tropical beaches. Iconic Mount 
Fuji is an active volcano and 

Discover the contrasts of Japan, where ancient 
traditions blend seamlessly with futuristic cities

‘Each season brings its 
own natural wonders 
and celebrations’

‘South America has 
outstanding natural 
beauty’

SOMETHING OLD,
something new

‘In Japan, traditional 
and modern culture  
co-exist in unity’
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See the geisha, Japanese women 
who entertain through performing the 
ancient traditions of art, dance and 
singing, and are characterised by their 
wearing of intricate kimono, elaborate 
hairstyles and oshiroi makeup.

Japan is a year-round destination, 
with each season bringing its own 
natural wonders and celebrated with 
a wealth of festivals. One of the most 
memorable experiences in Japan is 
seeing the cherry blossom - known 
as sakura - turn the landscape pink 
in spring. This season also brings the 
floral extravaganza of fairytale wisteria 
gardens; Ashikaga’s Wisteria Festival 
features pastel-coloured wisteria 
tunnels made up of purple, pale 
blue, pink and white petals.  
During the summer 
Japan’s most famous 
festival, the Gion Mat-
suri, is held in Kyoto. 
Dating back to the 
9th century when it 
began as a religious  
ceremony, today 
huge floats and 
shrines are paraded 
through the streets. 

Autumn is another spectacular 
season, when maple trees explode 
into a range of stunning colours. In 
winter, Jigokudani Monkey Park is 
covered in snow and offers visitors 
the unique experience of seeing wild 
monkeys bathing in the bubbling hot 
springs. The Sapporo snow festival is 
one of Japan’s largest winter events, 
where enormous snow statues 
and ice sculptures line Odori Park. 
Whatever time of year you decide to 
visit, you will be guaranteed a holiday 
experience like no other in Japan.

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Join Back-Roads Touring on a 

10-night Highlights of Japan 
escorted tour throughout 2020 
from just £3369pp

2. In 2021 and 2022, Azamara have a 
range of Japan voyages during  
the Cherry Blossom season from 
just £4035pp

3. Cruise around Japan between 
Osaka and Maizuru with Ponant, 
with a choice of departures 
throughout 2020/21 from just 
£4245pp

4. Great Rail Journeys offer a  
12-night tour through Japan 
from Tokyo to Osaka departing 
throughout 2020 from just 
£3995pp including return flights 
from the UK 

‘Geisha perform the 
ancient traditions of 
art, dance and singing’
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EXPERIENCE

PERU
Train to Machu Picchu

16-day small-group tour from £2,995pp

• A fascinating tour exploring the historical and natural wonders of Peru
• Travel aboard a luxury sleeper train, the Belmond Andean Explorer

• Stay overnight at Machu Picchu
• Spot majestic condors in Colca Canyon

• Includes international and internal fl ights, transfers and services of a tour manager
• Regional fl ights, extensions and tour upgrades can all be added if required

CONTACT BLUE WATER HOLIDAYS ON 01756 706523 OR 
WWW.BLUEWATERHOLIDAYS.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION

Price applies to 11th November 2020 departure.  Other departures are available at a supplement.  Price  correct at time of going to print. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON 

Exploring the world 
Ponant’s innovative expedition cruises 
explore dream locations off-the-
beaten-track which are not accessible 
to larger cruise ships. The specially-
designed Ice Class ships explore 
remote destinations without sacrificing 
the luxury which is the signature of 
Ponant. These voyages give guests 
the opportunity to get up close to 
wildlife and visit remote settlements.  

Follow in the footsteps of great 
explorers on an expedition to the Arctic, 
home to an abundance of wildlife from 
polar bears to orcas, or head south 
to the White Continent of Antarctica, 
with its majestic icebergs, colonies of 
penguins and former whaling stations. 
Discover the volcanic Kamchtaka 
Peninsula on a unique journey to the 
unspoiled Russian Far East or explore 
the dramatic landscapes of Alaska 
and Eastern Siberia. Uncover the rich 
history and culture of Asia on diverse 
itineraries that take in the enchanting 
Japanese archipelago, the scented 
trading posts and dynastic cities of 

Vietnam, the highlights of China and 
the idyllic islands of Indonesia.

Enjoy excursions in Zodiac dinghies 
with expert guides and discover 
the hidden treasures of little-known 
regions of the world, from the coves 
and pristine beaches of Indonesia to 
the vast expanse of iridescent ice at 
the Poles and the aquatic labyrinths 
of the Amazon River. Learn about the 
traditions, cultures and ancient rituals 
of tribes and ethnic groups with visits 
to their villages where you can enjoy 
priceless encounters with these little-
known communities. 

Ponant and National Geographic have 
joined forces on selected itineraries to 
offer unique and enriching expedition 
cruises. A National Geographic expert 
and photographer join each voyage to 
share their knowledge and passion, 
enhancing the expedition experience 
through fascinating presentations and 
informal discussions.

Commitment 
to the environment 
Ponant’s concern for the health and 
well-being of the planet is demonstrated 

by their membership of organisations 
dedicated to the promotion of 
ecologically responsible tourism, 
including the International Association 
of Antarctica Tour Operators and La 
Charte Bleue d’Armateurs de France. 
Above and beyond participation in 
these organisations, they have taken 
the additional step of having the fleet 
certified “Clean Ships” by the French 
classification society, Bureau Veritas, 
a coveted and seldom-awarded 
certification.

The leader in modern 
expedition ships  
Between 2011 and 2014, Ponant 
launched four luxury megayachts, 
carrying up to 264 passengers. They 
feature a choice of superb dining 
venues, a theatre for lectures and 
live entertainment and a fitness 
centre. These Ice Class ships are 
fully equipped to sail in Polar waters, 
and carry Zodiacs to allow up-close 
encounters on expedition voyages. 

Since 2017, Ponant have launched five 
new Explorer-class ships with the sixth, 
Le Jaques Cartier, set to join the fleet 
this year. These cutting-edge ships 
carry just 184 passengers and have 
been designed for expedition cruising 
in both the polar and tropical waters. 
They feature the latest innovative 
technology including a multi-sensory 
underwater lounge called Blue Eye, 
where guests can enjoy a truly 
immersive experience. These ships 
also have a hydraulic platform allowing 
easy access to the Zodiacs. 

Also launching in 2020, Le Commandant 
Charcot has been specially designed 
for the Polar regions, and features 
hybrid propulsion to minimise its 
environmental impact. It will carry 270 
guests in 135 spacious cabins. 

This highly regarded French company offers the 
most exciting and diverse cruise collection on 
board a fleet of modern, sophisticated megayachts, 
ice-strengthened and designed to take you to the 

furthest reaches of the world in style and luxury. 

Life on board 
Sailing with Ponant is a chance to 
experience a different and exclusive 
type of cruise - intimate, luxurious and 
refined. Travel in style, as though on 
board your own private yacht, with a 
discreet yet attentive service where no 
attention to detail is spared. 

Whether you are enjoying breakfast 
amongst friends, a sun-kissed lunch on 
one of the outside decks or a delicious 
dinner in an elegant gastronomic 
restaurant, you will delight in fine food, 
accompanied by fine wines presented 
by expert sommeliers. French-inspired 
menus are created with expertise 
by talented chefs, enhanced by 
specialties from the various ports of 
call. Throughout your cruise, drinks 
are complimentary and unlimited, from 
fine wines, champagnes and spirits to 
mineral water and non-alcoholic drinks.

The French touch is evident throughout 
the ships with interior design by Jean-
Philippe Nuel, beauty treatments by 
Sothy’s, fabrics by Pierre Frey, travel 
beauty kits by L’Occitane, a range 
of boutiques including Lacoste and 
Façonnable, French Champagne Veuve 
Clicquot and luxury bakery and sweets 
by Ladurée.
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After being fortunate enough to have 
experienced different European river 
cruises, I was excited for my first trip 
to Asia. Established India experts Far 
Horizon have launched a brand-new 
cruise in Kerala, cruising along the 
palm-fringed backwater canals of the 
Arabian Sea.

The Kerala Backwaters are a vast 
network of scenic rivers, lakes and 
lagoons, so this area is often referred 
to as the ‘Venice of the East’. These 
waterways are popular with day trips 
or short breaks, but Far Horizon are 
the first to offer a longer 7-night cruise 
from Kochi to Alleppey on board 
Vaikundam. Vaikundam is a 9-cabin 
houseboat, built with a balance of 
traditional décor and modern facilities.

Our trip began with a two-night stay at 
the Taj Malabar hotel in Kochi. We spent 
a day exploring the Old Fort Kochi area 
with a local guide. This is a bustling 
area, steeped in history and culture. 

Fort Kochi has a European heritage 
as it was granted to the Portuguese 
in 1503 before foreign control ended 
in 1947 with the Indian Independence.

The area is filled with well-preserved 
buildings from the colonial times 
including the Dutch Palace which was 
built as a gift by the Portuguese before 
being renovated by the Dutch. Our tour 
also included the Church of St Francis, 
India’s first European church, famed as 
the original burial site of Portuguese 
explorer, Vasco da Gama. A visit to 
the Chinese fishing nets, set against 
a fantastic sunset, concluded our first 
day in Kerala.

After enjoying my first introduction to 
the culture and history of Kerala, I was 

eager to join our boat for the cruise and 
travel further into this remote region. 
En-route to the boat, we stopped at 
the nearby village of Nettoor, home 
to the authentic training centre for 
Kalaripayattu, the traditional martial art 
of Kerala. We enjoyed a mesmerising 

performance from the students, who 
are all ensuring this traditional art form 
stays alive by passing it down through 
the generations. After joining the ship, 
we had our first experience of scenic 
cruising along Kerala’s Backwaters 
to Vaikom where we took a tuk 
tuk to the ancient temple 
of Shiva and visited a 
cultural centre to watch 
Kathakali, a traditional, 
dramatic style dance. 
The colourful makeup 
and outfits are the 
centre of this style 
of dance which is 
performed with miming 
and eye movements to 
tell the story. 

We continued cruising to Chenganda 
village. As most boats don’t cruise 
this far from Kochi, the locals here 
had never seen tourists in their village 
before, and were all very welcoming. 
It is common in Kerala that the ladies 
spend their afternoons in their homes 
coir weaving to make extra income for 
the family, so we had a demonstration 
of how they turn the natural fibre from 
the coconut into a strong rope – I did 
have a try at coir weaving myself but 
it wasn’t as easy as they made it look! 
Back onboard we cruised through 
the Thanneermukkom barrage, built 
across Vembanad, the largest lake in 
Kerala, to divide the fresh water and 
salty water. In the evening, we were 
treated to a Syrian-Christian cooking 
demonstration at a homestay farm 
which featured in Rick Stein’s India 
cookbook.

An early start followed the next day 
as we set out to the Kumarakom bird 
sanctuary, a cluster of lagoons of Lake 
Vembanad where waterfowl, cuckoo, 
egrets and crabs were just some of 
the species spotted. The morning walk 
worked up an appetite for a traditional 
Kerala lunch on board, where the food 
is served on a banana leaf. 

Another highlight for me was visiting 
local craftsmen in the village of 
Aranmula. The craftsmen preserve a 
special skill making mirrors using a 
method which has been perfected over 
generations, and these mirrors have a 
distinctive feature as they are 100% 
reflective, unlike common mirrors. The 
locals consider these mirrors to bring 
luck when placed in the home. We 
continued cruising to Champakulam 
village where Syrian-Christian spice 
traders settled more than 1000 years 
ago and visited the ornate St Mary’s 
Church, built in a European style.   

Our final day included a visit to an 
ancient sacred grove near Harripad 
which is the only temple in Kerala to 
have female priests. We then visited 
the village of Mannar, renowned for its 
brass and metal crafts. 

I absolutely loved my week on the 
Kerala Backwaters, meeting the 
welcoming locals and learning about 
life in Kerala. This itinerary has been 
created to combine lots of relaxing, 
cruising time to take in the scenery of 
the Kerala Backwaters, with visits to 
remote local villages, churches and 
temples to experience and understand 
Kerala’s history, culture and traditions.

The scenic cruising was one of my 
highlights of the trip as it’s the best 
way to see typical village life in Kerala 
and each day was different - we’d pass 
the villagers collecting coconuts on 
a canoe or washing their clothes in 
the river, the small boat dropping off 
school children at the houses along 
the waterways or women coir weaving 
in their riverside gardens – all going 
about their day-to-day life and blissfully 
unaware of the visitors passing by!  

Far Horizon’s new Kerala Backwaters 
cruise is ideal for the more adventurous 
traveller who is looking for somewhere 
new and different to explore, off-the-
beaten-track.

Blue Water Recommends:
Explore Kerala on this 10-night cruise 
and stay holiday between Oct 2020 and 
Apr 2021, from just £1845pp including 
return flights from the UK

‘The scenic cruising 
was a highlight of  
the trip’

Product and Marketing Manager, Kathryn, recently was the first 
to experience Far Horizon’s new Kerala Backwaters cruise in India

‘The locals here had 
never seen tourists in 
their village before’

‘The colourful outfits 
are the centre of
Kathakali dance’

An IndIAn 
Adventure
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*Terms  & Conditions: Fares are per person based on double occupancy of the lead category Stateroom, unless otherwise stated. Fares shown include cruise, 
land programmes as stated, port charges, return economy flights from selected UK gateways & group overseas transfers (between Airport and Hotel and vice 
versa). Flights from gateways other than those included in the promotion may incur a supplement. Flight schedules and airlines used are fully at the discretion 
of AmaWaterways and will be confirmed once airline schedules become available. Cancellations are subject to full loss of deposit (£270 per person & any 
additional flights supplements) once flights have been confirmed. Solo guests must pay an additional supplement before receiving any savings. Fares and 
offers are capacity controlled, subject to availability and may be changed or withdrawn at any time. Offers are valid on new bookings only, made between 1st 
September 2019 and 31st January 2019. Terms & conditions apply. For full details visit www.amawaterways.co.uk or view our 2020 Europe, Asia & Africa Brochure. 
^Based on Riches of the Mekong 

CONTACT BLUE WATER HOLIDAYS FOR MORE INFORMATION
01756 706523 

www.bluewaterholidays.com

Explore Cambodia & Vietnam
2020/21 LAUNCH SAVINGS UP TO £800PP

• 3 NIGHTS SIEM REAP 

• 7-NIGHT CAMBODIA TO VIETNAM CRUISE 

• 2 NIGHTS HO CHI MINH CITY 

CHARMS OF THE MEKONG
HO CHI MINH CITY TO SIEM REAP

11 NIGHTS FROM £2,181PP*

15 AUGUST 2020 - AMADARA

• 2 NIGHTS HO CHI MINH CITY 

• 7-NIGHT VIETNAM TO CAMBODIA CRUISE 

• 2 NIGHTS SIEM REAP 

ADD 2 NIGHTS HANOI & 1 NIGHT HA LONG BAY FOR AN ADDITONAL £1,008PP^

RICHES OF THE MEKONG
SIEM REAP TO HO CHI MINH CITY

12 NIGHTS FROM £3,174PP* 

11 DECEMBER 2020 - AMADARA

RETURN FLIGHTS & OVERSEAS TRANSFERS ONLY £250PP INCLUDED IN THE FARE TREASURE ISLANDS
St. Maarten to St Maarten 

Departs 13th March 2020
8-night package

7-nights aboard Star Flyer
Visiting: Philipsburg (St. Maarten) | Road 
Bay (Anguilla) | White Bay (B.V.I) | Sopers 

Hole (B.V.I) | Spanish Town (B.V.I) | Long Bay 
( B.V.I) | Morning sailing through Sir Francis 

Drake Channel | Basseterre ( St. Kitts) | 
South Friars Bay (St. Kitts) | Gustavia 
(St. Barts) | Philipsburg (St. Maarten)
Price includes return � ights from 

London, 1-night post-cruise stay on 
8th March in St Maarten at the Grand 

Case Beach Club (Bed & Breakfast), 
non-UK transfers, full board sailing 
aboard Star Flyer and port charges

FROM £2,185PP

SICILY & GREECE
Malta to Athens

Departs 26th April 2020
7-night package

6-nights aboard Star Flyer 
Visiting: Valleta (Malta) | Syracuse (Sicily) 

| At Sea | Pilos (Greece) | Monemvasia 
(Greece) | Nafplio (Greece) | Athens 

(Greece) 
Price includes return � ights from 
London, 1-night post-cruise stay 

on 2nd May in Athens at St George 
Lycabettus (Room Only), non-UK 

transfers, full board sailing aboard 
Star Flyer and port charges

FROM £1,599PP

MALAYSIAN & THAILAND 
DELIGHTS

Singapore to Ko Samui
Departs UK 1st October 2020

8-night package
7-nights aboard Star Clipper  

Visiting: Singapore | Pulau Tioman 
(Malaysia) | Pulau Tenggol (Malaysia) | 

Pulau Redang (Malaysia) | At Sea  | Ko Tao 
(Thailand) | Ko Wua Ta Lap (Thailand) | Ko 
Mae Ko (Thailand) | Ko Samui (Thailand)

Price includes return � ights from 
London, 1-night pre-cruise stay at 

Intercontinental Singapore 
(Room Only), non-UK transfers, full 

board sailing aboard Star Clipper and 
port charges

FROM £2,199PP

Lead in fare is based on 2 adults sharing a category 6 cabin, port charges, and full board cruise. Price includes return � ights from London, hotels and all non-UK transfers where stated. Single supplement ranges from 
50% when booking a Category 6 to a Category 2 Cabins and 100% supplement for Categories 1 and above. All prices are correct at time of print, are subject to availability and/or change, and can be withdrawn at any 

time. Please ask your travel consultant at the time of booking for more information.

Tall  Ship Cruises That Dreams Are Made Of

STAR CLIPPERS

Wish to 
extend your stay?  
We can tailor-make 

your pre/post-cruise 
arrangements

Step aboard one of Star Clippers’ three tall ships, Royal Clipper, Star Clipper 

or Star Flyer, for a voyage to remember.  These ships are a shining example to 

other ships of their kind, cutting through the water with all the grace of a bird 

in full � ight. Their Clipper heritage is re� ected in every inch of their polished 

brass and gleaming brightwork, while the comfort and elegance of their 

opulent dining room and outdoor tropical bar is reminiscent of 

travelling on a private yacht. Destinations are far and wide and include 

summers in the Mediterranean and Southeast Asia and winters 

in the Caribbean and through the Panama Canal. 

Blue Waters SC_Ad.indd   1 03/12/2019   09:46:41



Cruising with the Stars

The Rhône region is the epicentre of Gallic 
gastronomy and is one of the ultimate destinations 
for foodies. Discover the secrets of French 
cuisine on this river cruise alongside acclaimed 
chef Michel Roux Jr and food writer Tom Parker 
Bowles. Michel will host an exclusive cooking 
demonstration, sign copies 
of his latest book and 
share his culinary 
secrets in a special 
Q&A session. 

Join Michel 
Roux Jr on 
Emerald 
Waterways’ 
7-night 
Rhone cruise 
from Arles 
to Lyon, 
departing 18 
Apr 2020 from 
just £2145pp

Taste Sensations of France   
with Michel Roux Jr   

Enjoy an exclusive dance masterclass and 
performance from the Strictly Come Dancing 
favourite on this fantastic dance-themed River 
Rhine cruise. Watch a very special private dance 
performance by Pasha and his dance partner 
at Koblenz’s stunning Electoral Palace, with a 
lavish cocktail reception and photo opportunity 
with Pasha. On board, the Latin specialist will 
give a fun and interactive dance masterclass, 
teaching guests his signature moves. Pasha 

will also share some behind-
the-scenes Strictly secrets 

during an exclusive talk 
and Q&A session. 

Join Pasha 
on Emerald 
Waterways’ 
7-night Rhine 
cruise from Basel 
to Amsterdam, 
departing 3 
Apr 2020 from 
just £2595pp 

including return 
flights from the UK

Rumba down the Rhine  
with Pasha Kovalev   

Join Olympic cyclist Chris Boardman for this 
cycling-themed cruise on board luxury small ship 
Hebridean Princess. Enjoy cycling in the remote 
Hebridean Islands including Coll, Barra 
and Skye accompanied by 
Chris Boardman and an 
experienced cycling 
guide. You do not 
need to be an 
expert to enjoy 
the thrill of riding 
through the awe-
inspiring scenery 
of the Hebrides, 
some of which 
are almost 
traffic-free! With 
alternative visits 
for the non-cyclists, 
this cruise offers 
something for everyone. 

Hebridean’s 7-night Cycling 
over The Minch cruise with Chris 
Boardman departs 30 Jun 2020 from just £4960pp

Cycling over The Minch   
with Chris Boardman    

Cunard’s Literature Festival at Sea will celebrate 
the written word in all its wonderful variety, 
joined by some of the world’s literary greats 
including bestselling authors Ian Rankin, Kate 
Mosse, Prue Leith and Joanne Harris; poet and 
broadcaster Pam Ayres; and your favourite 
Times journalists. Hear them talk about their life 

and work, get the chance to meet them 
at intimate author signings 

and join workshops for 
budding writers on this 

transatlantic cruise 
from Southampton 

to New York. 

Enjoy Cunard’s 
Literature 
Festival at Sea 
cruise on Queen 
Mary 2, departing 
1 Dec 2020 from 

just £1199pp 
including flights 

from New York

Literature Festival at Sea   
with Bestselling Authors    

Discover colourful Dutch scenery, 
poignant battlefields and the 
spectacular floral displays of 
the world-famous Keukenhof 
Gardens as you navigate the 
inland waterways of Holland 
and Belgium on board a 
stylish Amadeus river cruise 
ship. Enjoy talks on board by 
gardening television celebrity 
Charlie Dimmock and WWI 
specialist Colonel Piers Storie-Pugh. 

Great Rail Journeys’ 7-night Springtime 
Tulips and Keukenhof Gardens rail-cruise with 
Charlie Dimmock and Colonel Piers Storie-Pugh 
departs 15 and 21 Apr 2020 from just £1445pp 
including rail from St Pancras

Tulip Time  
with Charlie Dimmock     

From spectacular water-
falls to breathtaking 
wildlife, explore the 
natural wonders of 
Australia’s remote 
Kimberley region. Meet  
TV presenter and chef 
John Torode at the 
exclusive Bungle Bungle 
Wilderness Lodge for 
an exclusive culinary 
experience and participate 
in a Q&A session. 

APT Ambassador, John Torode, 
will be accompanying their Essence of 
Kimberley Wilderness Adventure tour, departing 
30 Apr and 3 May 2020 from just £3295pp 
including return flights from the UK  (OK so it’s 
a tour, not a cruise, but we think it’s too good to 
miss!)

Kimberley   
with John Torode    

Enjoy a unique opportunity to 
join Dame Darcey Bussell, 

the former ballerina and 
Strictly Come Dancing 

judge, for a luxury 
dance-themed River 
Danube cruise. In 
Vienna Darcey will 
join you at the opulent 
Palais Liechtenstein 
for a private evening 

concert, hosted by 
Darcey herself, featuring 

performances of classical 
ballet and Viennese waltz. On 

board you will enjoy an exclusive 
conversation between Darcey and 

The Telegraph’s dance critic Mark Monahan, 
followed by the chance to mingle with Darcey 
during a cocktail hour on the sun deck. 

Scenic’s Danube river cruise with Dame Darcey 
Bussell from Nuremberg to Budapest departs 8 
Apr 2020 from just £2845pp

Gems of the Danube   
with Dame Darcey Bussell    

Celebrity chef Nobu Matsuhisa adds a dash 
of culinary adventure to Crystal’s luxury 
cruise through Indonesia, Australia and the 
Great Barrier Reef. Join Chef Nobu for a 
cooking demonstration, cookbook signing 

and photograph opportunity, and 
enjoy sake tasting and special 

hors d’oeuvres with Sake 
Master Fumio Hazu.

Enjoy Crystal Cruises’ 
luxury expedition cruise 
from Bali to Cairns, 
accompanied by chef 
Nobu Matsuhisa 
departing 15 Oct 2020 
from just £13,599pp

Culinary cruise   
with Nobu Matsuhisa    

Cruise some of the world’s most beautiful destinations 
while meeting your favourite stars! Here’s our pick of 
the best celebrity-themed cruises in 2020...
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Rising on the verdant slopes of the 
Vosges massif, the tranquil Moselle 
meanders through the spectacular 
landscapes of north-eastern France, 
Luxembourg and western Germany. 
The most stunning section of the river 
is the serene and unspoilt Moselle 
Valley between Trier, Germany’s oldest 
city, and beautiful Koblenz, where the 
Moselle meets the Rhine. The world-
famous valley is one of Germany’s 
most renowned wine regions 
producing celebrated Rieslings, with 
the first vines planted during the 
second century. 

Trier was founded by the Romans 
and has an incredible eight UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites, including the 
Porta Nigra, a magnificent Roman 
gate. Climb to the top for amazing 
panoramic views of this small city, 
home to a wealth of architectural 
treasures. The impressive ruins of the 
Imperial Baths and the beautifully-
preserved grand amphitheatre, once 
the setting for gladiator contests, are 
also not to be missed. A visit to Trier 
wouldn’t be complete without a stroll 
through the Main Market Square  

or Hauptmarkt, located in the heart of 
the city. It is overlooked by the ornate 
St Peter’s Fountain and a handful 
of colourful buildings, including the 
whitewashed Steipe.

The pretty twin towns of Bernkastel 
and Kues sit on opposing banks of 
the Moselle. The annual Bernkastel-
Kues wine festival takes place during 
late August and early September, 
and is a popular celebration with live 
music and fireworks.  It is not only the 
wine which attracts visitors to these 
enchanting towns. Visit the ruins of 
Landshut Castle which tower over 
quaint Bernkastel, originally built as a 
summer residence for the archbishops 
of Trier. Across the river in Kues is the 
15th-century St Nicholas’ Hospital. 
Its library houses one of the most 
valuable manuscript collections in the 
world on subjects including theology, 
astronomy and medicine. 

Located in one of the most scenic 
stretches of the Moselle Valley, the 
romantic town of Cochem is renowned 
for its iconic hilltop castle, Reichsburg. 
After falling victim to sieges and 
battles, it was lovingly restored in 
a neo-Gothic style during the 19th-
century and proudly stands guard 
over Cochem. The castle is only a 

short walk or shuttle bus ride from the 
town, where winding narrow streets 
are lined with pastel-coloured houses 
and wine cellars. A stroll inevitably 
leads to the beautiful Market Square, a 
hive of activity and home to an array 
of buildings including the striking 
Baroque Town Hall. 

Situated at the confluence of the Rhine 
and Moselle rivers, Koblenz is a city 
with a proud history dating back to the 
Romans. The 9th-century Basilica of St 
Castor is the city’s oldest church and 
a stunning example of Romanesque 
architecture. Close by in the charming 
Old Town is Gorresplatz Square 
and its fascinating fountain which 
features scenes from the city’s history. 
High above Koblenz is the mighty 
Ehrenbreitstein Fortress, one of the 
largest preserved fortresses in Europe. 
Overlooking both the Moselle and the 

Upper Middle Rhine Valley, this popular 
attraction can be reached by cable car. 
The views are truly breathtaking!

The Moselle’s countless architectural 
masterpieces, extraordinary UNESCO-
listed sites and highly-acclaimed 
wines make it the perfect river cruise 
for history lovers and oenophiles alike.  

The picturesque Moselle River is a tributary of the popular 
Rhine, known for its outstanding natural beauty, fairy-
tale castles, and steep terraced vineyards which produce 
some of the best Rieslings in the world

‘The most stunning 
section of the river is 
the Moselle Valley’

‘Amazing panoramic 
views and a wealth of 
architectural treasures’

Magic
Moselleof 

the

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Uniworld’s 9-night Rhine and 

Moselle cruise from Strasbourg 
to Frankfurt departs between Apr 
and Oct 2020, from just £1959pp 

 including return flights from the UK
2. Join Riviera Travel on a 7-night 

roundtrip cruise from Cologne 
along the Rhine and Moselle 
departing Apr to Oct 2020 from 
just £1599pp including return 
flights from the UK

3. Viking Cruises offer a unique 
7-night Moselle, Rhine and Main 
river cruise from Trier to Bamberg 
departing Apr to Nov 2020 from 
just £2045pp including return 
flights from the UK
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One-of-a-kind, award-winning ships  |  Outstanding service  |  The most all-inclusive amenities 
Private experiences reserved solely for Uniworld guests  |  Delicious 5-Star Farm-to-table cuisine

4 New Stunning Superships for 2020

One-of-a-kind, award-winning ships  |  Outstanding service  |  The most all-inclusive amenities 

ELEVATING
All-inclusive luxury river cruising to

an entirely new level.

SAVE UP TO 30% ON SELECT 2020 EUROPEAN VOYAGES & FREE ONE-WAY BUSINESS CLASS FLIGHTS 
ON 2020 VIETNAM, INDIA, CHINA & EGYPT VOYAGES BOOK BY 29 FEBRUARY 2020.

Uniworld Boutique River Cruise Collection
Best River Cruise Line Service

Save up to £2,500 per couple on selected 2020/21 sailings booked between 20/12/19 – 21/02/20. Saving is on the cruise portion of your holiday, not including extra nights or fl ights, and 
is for new bookings only. Saving of up to £2,500 per couple are based on two people sharing a Deluxe Stateroom; single supplements may apply. Example: Magnifi cent Europe departing 
21/07/2020 was £4,879pp, now £3,629pp. For full terms & conditions, see avalonwaterways.co.uk/offerstcs. All the package holidays we sell are covered by a scheme of fi nancial protection; 
all our fl ight-inclusive holidays are fully protected by the CAA’s ATOL scheme and our non-fl ight holidays are fully protected by ABTA’s scheme of fi nancial protection. Avalon Waterways is a 
Which? Recommended Provider for River Cruises. Avalon scooped multiple fi ve-star ratings: a total of fi ve across nine categories, including customer service and food. The Which? report 
stated ‘Choose Avalon if you care more about cabin views than private butlers.’ Good Housekeeping Reader Recommended survey of Avalon panoramic views, 112 Good Housekeeping 
readers, 2018. Correct at time of print, subject to change and availability (6 Dec 2019).

Call 01756 706523 or visit www.bluewaterholidays.com

ABTA No.V3031

READER
RECOMMENDED

UK  2019

WINNER
BEST RIVER 

CRUISE LINEAvalon Waterways
Best in European River

THE WIDEST VIEW IN 
THE WHOLE WIDE  WORLD

Your view of the world is about to change—

big time. At Avalon, we transformed ordinary 

cruise cabins into our one-of-a-kind Open-Air 

BalconySM, starring cruising’s only bed with 

a view and the space to take it all in. Sail with 

us and one thing is certain—your outlook 

has never been brighter.

CRUISERS CAN BE CHOOSERS 
Who says you can’t rise when you like, dine 

when you want, and explore as you wish? 

On an Avalon cruise, schedules give way to 

whims, leaving you the freedom to do exactly 

as you please, when you please. Oodles of 

included excursions are on every cruise, from 

in-depth sightseeing to local discoveries and 

active pursuits... whatever fl oats your boat.

WE GET YOUR DRIFT 
Whether you prefer to paddle, pedal, paint, 

puree or ponder your way through Europe, 

one thing is for sure. On an Avalon cruise, every 

day is an adventure and every adventure is up 

to you. Choose from extraordinary excursions 

and activities that speak to your passions and 

pursuits. So turn viewing into doing and drift 

away on your custom adventure with Avalon.

GO AHEAD
Rock the boat

SAVE UP TO £2,500 PER COUPLE

ON 2020 SAILINGS
Book by 21 February 2020

“Choose Avalon if you care more 
about cabin views than private butlers”

 – Which? Report



Getting to Know... Emmy
The newest member of our award-winning team talks about her passion 
for travel, which celebrity she’d love to cruise with, and her dream holiday!

How long have you worked 
at Blue Water Holidays?
I joined the team at Blue Water Holidays 
just over a year ago, but have worked 
in travel for the last four years.  I have 
enjoyed every minute, sharing my 
passion and first-hand experiences 
with customers.

What was the highlight of 
your recent river cruise 
along the Rhine?
I really enjoyed scenic cruising through 
the Rhine Gorge. I sat on the sun deck 
and got some amazing photos of the 
spectacular hilltop castles. The staff 
were so thoughtful as they brought 
me a hot chocolate to keep me warm. 
It was so relaxing watching the  
scenery go by. 

Is there a cruise that you’d 
love to do?
I have so many outstanding destin-
ations on my bucket list, including 
Canada and Alaska. I’d love to join APT 
on their Rockies Explorer and Alaska 
cruise holiday as I’ve always wanted 
to visit Banff National Park, renowned 
for its stunning alpine scenery and 
serene lakes. The itinerary 
combines an unforgettable 
train ride through the 
mountains with a cruise 
past spectacular 
glaciers. I would 
keep my fingers 
crossed that 
we would see 
an Alaskan 
brown bear…  

How does a river cruise 
differ from what you 
expected?
River cruising has definitely exceeded 
all my expectations. I had the mis-
conception that I wouldn’t enjoy it 
due to being in my twenties, but this  
couldn’t be further from the truth. I have 
loved sailing into the heart of major 
cities and exploring towns off the beaten  
track. I have learnt so much and made 
so many friends.

What has been your 
favourite meal 
on board a 
cruise?
It is impossible 
to choose a 
favourite as
they have all 
been amazing. 
I love the variety 
on board and trying 
the local specialities 
from each region visited. During my 
AmaWaterways cruise along the River 
Danube, I dined in the beautiful Chef’s 
Table Restaurant. The beef in red wine 
sauce was absolutely incredible!  

Which celebrity would you  
 most like to cruise with 

and why?
I would love to cruise with Sir 

David Attenborough, as I found 
the ‘Seven Worlds, One Planet’ 
series fascinating. I love wildlife, 

nature and travelling so I’m sure we 
would have plenty to talk about!

What attracted you to work 
in the travel industry?
I believe life is too short to not enjoy 
what you do. Travel has always been my 
hobby so it was an easy decision. I get to 
talk about what I love every day, and I am 
offered so many fantastic opportunities  
to visit new and exciting places. 

What’s your favourite 
destination and why?
This is such a hard question as I’ve been 
lucky enough to visit so many different 
places with Blue Water Holidays. On 
my AmaWaterways cruise along the 

Danube, I attended a classical music 
concert in Vienna featuring ballet 

dancers and opera singers. It was 
truly mesmerising and some- 
thing I wouldn’t normally get to 
experience.

Why do you enjoy working 
for Blue Water Holidays?
I absolutely love working for Blue Water 
Holidays as every day is different and 
a chance to learn more. There is such 
a wide variety of enquiries. One day 
I’m discussing Amsterdam and the 
next Antarctica! The team here is one 
big family and we love helping our 
customers, and I think that’s why so 
many come back to us every year.

Passage to Eastern Europe
11 days, 7 guided tours, Budapest – Bucharest  
Departs March to November 2021
From £2,045pp

Rhine Getaway
8 days, 6 guided tours, Amsterdam – Basel 
Departs March to December 2021
From: £1,495pp 

Your journey
Days 1-3 Budapest, Hungary | Day 4 Kalocsa, Hungary  
Day 5 Osijek, Croatia | Day 6 Belgrade, Serbia | Day 7 Golubac, 
Serbia | Day 8 Vidin, Bulgaria | Day 9 Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria    
Days 10-11 Bucharest, Romania

Your journey
Day 1 Amsterdam, The Netherlands  | Day 2 Kinderdijk,   
The Netherlands  | Day 3 Cologne, Germany | Day 4 Koblenz and 
Rüdesheim, Germany | Day 5 Speyer, Germany | Day 6 Strasbourg, 
France | Day 7 Breisach, Germany  | Day 8 Basel, Switzerland 

ENJOY IT ALL, IT’S ALL INCLUDED 

P Return flights from the UK. Fly from a choice of  
up to 14 regional airports at no extra cost

P River-view stateroom
P An included excursion in almost every port
P All delicious meals on board 
P Specially selected house wine, beer and soft  

drinks with lunch and dinner on board
P Free Wi-Fi on board (connection speed may vary)

P Free tea, coffee and snacks any time on board
P All port charges, airport taxes and overseas transfers
P No surcharges guaranteed once your deposit is paid
P Onboard gratuities

Prices are correct at time of going to print but are subject to availability and change. From price 
is per person and based on two people sharing the lowest grade stateroom available on selected 
river cruises, departing on selected dates in 2020. Gratuities included on board ship only. Prices 
valid until 30 June 2020. Single supplements apply. For more information please contact us.

SAVE  
£1,000pp

ON ALL 2021 VIKING  
RIVER CRUISES

2021 Viking river cruises now on sale 
Save £1,000pp on all 2021 Viking river cruises. 
Book early to guarantee the best choice of staterooms

     2020 DEPARTURES AVAILABLE. PLEASE CONTACT US FOR DETAILS

VRC_BlueWater_A4_Jan2020_River_v2.indd   1 05/12/2019   16:01
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Over to You!
We are always pleased to hear from our 

customers, as your feedback is what helps 
us to continually develop both our cruise 

collection and our service. Feel free to send 
us your cruise review and pictures, and if we 

publish it in Sailaway we will send you a  
£10 M&S voucher. Email your reviews to 

reviews@bluewaterholidays.com
We can’t wait to see them!

An amazing trip from start to finish. Blue Water are 
exceptional at getting you where you want to be, and helpful 
throughout. The Viking Hemming was our river ship, the 
crew were fantastic and couldn’t do enough for you. Within 
a day my cabin carer Maria was my new best friend, kept 
me organised and checked my outfits and appearance. 
That part of Portugal has so much to offer - ancient history, 
magnificent buildings, churches, universities, amazing 
scenery, and don’t forget food and wine tasting. My only 
wish was more time as there is just so much to see and do! 

Golden River Douro 

We had a holiday of a lifetime through Blue Water Holidays 
with Ponant Cruises. We started in Ushuaia, Argentina, a 
stunning location, then departed on the luxury ship Le 
Lyrial. She was very comfortable with excellent service and 
expedition guides. This was an expedition cruise that took 
21 days right across the Southern Atlantic. Our goal was to 
see as many penguins as possible and we also managed to 
see the very rare Northern Rockhopper!

Antarctica to Africa

Having done a Danube Cruise some years ago from Passau 
to Budapest, we decided we ought to experience the longer 
stretch of the Danube to its delta and meeting with the 
Black Sea. We have cruised just about all the European 
rivers, many of them more than once and for the last few 
have chosen to use Riviera mainly because of the quality of 
their ships, food and drinks, staff. The inclusive but optional 
excursions to us represented best value for money. The 
Thomas Hardy, one of the latest ships added to Riviera’s 
fleet, was most comfortable and we were very pleased 
with the size and layout of the suite we booked, particularly 
the shower room. Because of the good weather we were 
able to spend some time on the balcony on returning from 
excursions most days.

It was good to be able to visit some of the Balkan capitals 
such as Bucharest and Belgrade, and to learn more of recent 
political upheavals which have a mixed effect on them. 
The cruise on smaller boats through the massive Danube 
Delta was outstanding with flocks of pelicans, cormorants, 
several white-tailed eagles, herons etc lining or flying over 
the narrow waterways. To follow this with the approaching 
panoramic view of the Black Sea was rather special. 

Apart from the versatile pianist on board, we had local 
dancers and musicians to entertain us, the highlight being 
a performance from members of the ship’s crew showing 
hidden talents. The guides were extremely efficient in 
organising the excursions and light-hearted quizzes most 
evenings. With some 130 passengers on board and the 
informal seating arrangements at mealtimes, we were 
able to get to know many of the fellow passengers and the 
fortnight passed far too quickly. To have the last 24 hours 
in Budapest, such a beautiful city, was a fitting finale to a 
wonderful holiday. Thanks to Blue Water and we are already 
looking forward to our Douro cruise next July.

Budapest to Black Sea

This was the first cruise we have ever done and what a relief 
not to have to fly! We boarded Magellan at Newcastle and 
right from the start this experience set the standard for the 
holiday. We were met right away by a porter who took our 
bags, which we found in our cabin once boarded, all very 
smooth and efficient.

The cruise ship was amazing, so well organised and staff 
that couldn’t do enough for you, they kept things sparkling. 
On board the food and restaurants were outstanding, one of 
us is a vegetarian and they catered so well for every special 
dietary need you have.

We booked tours in Orkney/Shetland/Faroes and Belfast - 
again what excellent organisation, clear regular information 
given about time and process of each tour, brilliant tour 
guides and each evening under your cabin door you received 
the itinerary for the following day, along with the history of 
the place you were arriving in.

Scottish Isles & Faroes

David cruised with Cruise & Maritime Voyages - 
11-night cruise available from just £1759pp 

Hazel cruised with Viking Cruises –  
7-night cruise available from £2195pp

I thoroughly enjoyed my week on board Camargue on the 
Jewels of Burgundy and Provence cruise with CroisiEurope 
in September this year. I love CroisiEurope’s size - around 
100 passengers, one dining sitting, within a few days it 
feels like a large family. The food is magnifique and the 
crew are friendly and helpful. The itinerary was good and 
the shore excursions interesting. I met some lovely people 
and the weather was great! As a solo traveller, it was easy to 
mingle with others and the whole experience was both fun 
and relaxing. I can highly recommend this cruise and the 
CroisiEurope cruising experience.

Jewels of Burgundy  
& Provence

Elizabeth cruised with CroisiEurope –  
7-night cruise available from £1475pp

Cruising on Star Clippers is a truly magical experience and 
sailing away to the music of Vangelis quite emotional. We 
were cruising from Rome to Venice via Sorrento, Sicily, 
Montenegro, Croatia and Slovenia on the Royal Clipper. 
You don’t get a lot of entertainment, but who needs it? You 
can just go on deck after dinner and wallow in the serenity 
of sailing under a clear sky and warm breeze (with a drink 
in hand if you wish). On these small ships you soon make 
friends and the friendly staff soon get to know you. We 
finished off with two extra nights in Venice in an excellent 
hotel close to San Marco’s Square to complete a wonderful 
holiday and a unique cruising experience.

Rome to Venice

Beryl and Herbert cruised with Star Clippers - 
10-night cruise available from £2110pp

Charles and Jane cruised with Ponant -  
21-night cruise available from £6995pp

Ron and Jenny cruised with Riviera Travel – 
14-night cruise available from just £2999pp
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With ancient cities full of 
archaeological treasures, 
revered biblical sites and 

magical desert landscapes, 
Jordan is full of surprises
The jewel in the crown of Jordan’s 
ancient wonders is Petra; locked safe 
in the heart of its vivid red sandstone 
cliffs, this UNESCO World Heritage 
Site has been captivating tourists for 
centuries and has been named one of 
the new Seven Wonders of the World. 

Wreathed in mystery and legend, 
it was once an important stopping 
point on the early silk and spice trade 
routes. Incredible sights carved out 
of the solid rose-red stone include 
the iconic Treasury and impressive 
Roman Amphitheatre, which once 
held thousands of spectators. Local 
tradition says that the spring at Wadi 
Musa (Valley of Moses), just outside 
Petra, is where Moses struck the rock 
to bring forth water.

Dramatic sandstone and granite 
formations emerge from the shifting 
sands of Wadi Rum, a magnificent 
desert landscape where Lawrence 
of Arabia was filmed. Canyons and 
caverns are adorned with unique 
prehistoric inscriptions and carvings 
that illustrate 12,000 years of human 
activity in the region. Tours to the Wadi 
Rum desert often include an overnight 
stay in luxury Bedouin-style tents or 
bubble pods which allow the chance to 
sleep under the starlit sky with endless 
views of the stunning Wadi Rum desert 
landscape.

From the therapeutic waters of the 
Dead Sea to the tropical Red Sea, 
Jordan is also a great option for beach 
lovers. The Dead Sea is the lowest 
point on earth and almost ten times 
as salty as the ocean; its mineral-rich 
water has been proven to have healing 
properties. Aqaba lies at the edge of 
the Red Sea and attracts visitors with 
its clear waters, brightly-coloured coral 
and countless exotic fish.

Mount Nebo is one of the most revered 
sites in Jordan as it is where Moses is 
said to have seen the Promised Land. 

From the summit, there are views of 
the Holy Land, the River Jordan and 
Jericho, with Jerusalem often visible 
on clear days. The ancient town of 
Madaba is renowned for its vibrantly 
colourful Byzantine-era mosaics 
including an incredible 6th-century 
mosaic map.

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Cox and Kings offer a 7-night 

escorted tour to the highlights 
of Jordan, departing regularly 
between Mar and Dec 2020 from 
just £1595pp including return 
flights from the UK

2. Join Riviera Travel on a 6-night 
escorted tour to Jordan and Petra, 
departing Mar to Nov 2020 from 
just £1499pp including return 
flights from the UK

3. Emerald Waterways offer a 14-night
 holiday combining a Nile cruise 

with hotel stays in Jordan and 
Egypt, departing Apr 2020 to May 
2021 from just £3820pp including 
return flights from the UK

Jordan: From 

Red Sea to Dead Sea

*TERMS & CONDITIONS: All fares, savings, offers, programmes and itineraries are subject to change without notice. Additional restrictions may apply. Silversea reserves the right to correct any errors or omissions. Visit silversea.com for full offer details and complete Terms and 
Conditions. This document may contain inadvertent technical or factual inaccuracies and typographical errors. Silversea reserves the right to correct errors and omissions at any time without prior notice, and to cancel any offered product, service, Programme, reward, savings, credit, 
amenity, etc. in the event of any error or omission in the description, including pricing and availability. Payment must be made in full by 28 Feb 2020.

SPECIALLY SELECTED OFFER FOR BLUE WATER HOLIDAYS

Antarctica can be closer than you think. Skip the Drake Passage to fly 
business class from Punta Arenas straight to Antarctica. Let Silver Explorer 
take you across the continent, immersed in the otherworldly beauty of 

the most extreme latitudes on the planet.

DAY 1

  

PUNTA ARENAS
DAY 2

 

arrive in 

 

PUNTA ARENAS
DAY 3

 

to ANTARCTICA 
& ship embark

DAY 3-9

 

expedition c ruise 

 

on SILVER EXPLORER
DAY 9

 

Ship disembark

PUNTA ARENAS

DAY 10
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Madeira’s Flower Festival is a celebration of spring, when 
the island’s glorious flora is at its most resplendent. The 
island’s capital, Funchal, comes alive as local folk groups 
put on colourful performances, and stunning floral carpets 
are created. Parades fill the city’s streets creating a riot of 
colour, and there is a Flower Exhibition, showcasing some 
of the island’s most beautiful flowers and the dedication of 
their growers. The festival will take place between 4th and 
21st May 2020. 

Experience Madeira’s Flower Festival during Titan Travel’s 
7-night escorted tour, departing 30 Apr 2020 from just 
£1299pp including return flights from the UK

Madeira Flower Festival

Just the Ticket!
If you want to experience Mardi Gras in New Orleans, 
watch the Oberammergau Passion Play, or enjoy the 
lively Calgary Stampede, but don’t know where to 
start, our superb-value touring holidays are just the 
ticket. With exciting events included in your guided 
holiday, you can simply sit back, relax and enjoy.

Quintessentially British, the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show is an unforgettable day out. 
The popular event will return to the grounds 
of the Royal Hospital Chelsea between 
19th and 23rd May 2020. Designers will 

create stunning gardens with a focus on 
climate change. The show’s gardens will 

promote the importance of sustainability, 
as well as addressing issues including green 

spaces in the heart of our growing cities, and the  
need for better woodland management. 

Visit the RHS Chelsea Flower Show on a 5-night escorted 
tour with Back-Roads Touring, departing 16, 18 and 19 May 2020 
from just £2169pp

 The RHS  
Chelsea Flower Show

Nestled at the edge of the snow-covered Bavarian 
Alps in a serene forested valley is the beautiful 
town of Oberammergau. Every ten years, this sleepy 
alpine town comes alive with the Passion Play, an 
unforgettable experience. During the Great Plague, the 
villagers vowed that if no more lives were taken, they 
would perform a play every ten years. Remarkably, the 

Great Plague did not claim any more lives. 
True to their word, every year since the 

villagers have put on the 
Passion Play, which portrays 
the suffering, death and 

resurrection of Christ. 

Watch the famous 
Oberammergau Passion Play on 

Riviera Travel’s 7-night escorted 
tour, departing May to Sep 
2020 from just £1899pp 
including return flights 
from the UK 

Oberammergau Passion Play

The Calgary Stampede will once again 
entertain visitors from around the world 
when it returns between 3rd and 12th July 
2020. The ten-day event celebrates western 
heritage and culture, featuring bull riding, 
barrel racing and live music from hundreds 
of performers. There are also amazing 

agricultural events, heart-pounding rides 
and a fireworks finale which lights up the 
sky every evening. Without a doubt, one 
of the highlights is the Stampede Parade 

which includes marching bands, 
floats, horses and thousands of 

people – a true spectacle! 

Titan Travel’s 9-night escorted 
tour takes in the Calgary 
Stampede, and departs 2 Jul 

2020 from just £2699pp 
including return flights 

from the UK

Calgary Stampede

Mardi Gras
The lively city of New Orleans will celebrate 
Mardi Gras Day on Tuesday 25th February 
2020. However, it is more than just a day, 
with flamboyant parades taking place 
across the city from Monday 6th January. 
Locations include the beautiful French 
Quarter, the oldest neighbourhood in New 
Orleans. Mardi Gras is one of America’s 
biggest and most colourful celebrations 
with live music, mouthwatering cuisine 
and an incredible atmosphere. Every year, 
the costumes are sensational and the 
floats elaborate and striking. 

Join in the Mardi Gras celebrations during 
two free days in New Orleans on Titan 
Travel’s 13-night escorted tour, departing 
16 Feb 2020 from just £2999pp including 
return flights from the UK

Edinburgh Castle’s Esplanade is the incredible 
setting for the world-famous Royal Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo.  This iconic event will celebrate its 
70th anniversary in 2020, running between the 7th 
and 29th August. The spectacle will pay homage 
to the past seven decades and commemorate the 
maritime heritage of the Royal Navy, who will join 
an international cast of musicians, dancers and 
performers for a spectacular programme. The 
event promises to be remarkable with cutting-
edge technology and special effects. 

Soak up the atmosphere of the Royal Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo on Trafalgar’s 10-night escorted 
tour departing 2, 4, 9, 11 and 16 Aug 2020 from 
just £2092pp

The Royal  
Edinburgh Military Tattoo
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With over 1200 idyllic islands to 
explore, it’s impossible to tire of the 
beautiful Dalmatian coast of Croatia 
and Montenegro. Despite having 
already been to this area several times 
before, there were still many new ports 
to discover on this cruise to some of 
the highlights and lesser-known gems 
of Croatia. 

To my mind, the only way to explore 
this part of the world is island-hopping 
on a small ship. Able to reach the 
smaller, less-visited ports, you can visit 
a different island every day and see the 
many sides of Croatia in comfort and 
style.

We embarked in Dubrovnik, and would 
highly recommend a pre-cruise stay 
here if you haven’t already visited this 
fabulous marble city. We had already 
spent some time here on a previous 
trip, so contented ourselves with a 
walk around the city walls to take in 
the amazing views, and lunch in a 
traditional restaurant tucked away 
down a side street. It’s always best 
to venture off the main Stradun in 
Dubrovnik to find somewhere to eat – 
less crowded, better food and cheaper 
prices!

Our ship, Callisto, was waiting for 
us at Gruž Harbour (a short journey 
from the old town of Dubrovnik). We 
were welcomed on board in the usual 
friendly Variety Cruises way and felt 
immediately at home. Carrying just 
34 passengers, Callisto is a traditional 
style yacht with teak decks and brass 
fittings, with plenty of seating outside 
and in the air-conditioned lounge. 
Sunny the bar man recommended a 
chilled local wine for us and we relaxed 
out on deck in the knowledge that we 
would be very well looked after for the 
next week.

Our first port of call was Split, a thriving 
port city with its impressive Roman 
Diocletian’s Palace. Although it’s a 
lively place with ferries toing and froing 
to nearby islands, head into the old city 
and enjoy the quieter streets where 
you can happen upon Roman ruins 
quite by chance. We spent time in the 
enormous market, selling everything 
from tourist souvenirs to bright stacks 
of fruit and vegetables and freshly-
caught fish.  

After sailing overnight, we arrived at 
the tiny island of Rab in the morning. 
Even in August, the scenic walled 
town had a tranquil, relaxed feel with 
very few tourists. We set off to explore 
after breakfast and strolled along the 
waterfront before heading up into 
a maze of streets, leading to open 
squares lined with shops and bars, and 
the occasional well-tended garden, 
complete with statues. Above the 
town was a fragrant pine forest, which 
stretched down the hill to the sea and 
a perfect swimming spot with crystal-
clear waters.

Next day we cruised through a scenic 
fjord into Šibenik, gateway to the Krka 
National Park, where we spent the day 
on an excursion from the ship. The 
magnificent waterfalls are the main 
attraction, but the area is also a nature-
lover’s paradise, with tours available to 
point out all the natural wonders of this 
beautiful National Park. Remember to  

take your swimming costume as 
unlike other Parks in Croatia, you can 
actually swim here, an unforgettable 
experience.

We had been to the island of Hvar 
before and were keen to see if it had 
changed since our last visit, six years 
ago. Whilst it was noticeably busier 
around the harbour, the island still has 
a real charm. It’s a pleasure to explore 
the quaint back streets and pick up 
some of the island’s famous lavender, 
before people-watching from one of 
the many bars in the main square. 

We were looking forward to returning 
to Korčula, with fond memories of 
our previous visits. We were not 
disappointed; this exquisite island 
is still definitely one of our favourite 
places in Croatia. Incredibly scenic, 

with meandering cobbled streets 
overlooking the sparkling sea, there 
are plenty of places to stop and take 
in the view, sample some of the local 
delicacies, and shop for upmarket 
souvenirs. Korculan wine is well-
regarded and the island is perfect for 
wine-tasting excursions. 

Last but in no way least, we cruised into 
Kotor Bay in Montenegro. This walled 
town nestled at the end of a picturesque 
fjord is another favourite of ours, and 
yet another highlight of this wonderful 
cruise. Quirky and characterful, Kotor 
is a popular destination, but with so 
many enchanting side-streets and 
hidden squares, it’s always possible to 
find a quiet place to relax. On this, our 
third visit, we were pleased not only 
to once again find our favourite bar, 
but also to stumble upon previously 
undiscovered treasures.

Our cruise experience was exceptional, 
due in part to the places we were able 
to visit on this lovely small ship. The 
other major factor in our enjoyment 
was the ship itself. The crew on board 
were friendly, unfailingly helpful, 
efficient and made sure everything 
ran like clockwork. Special praise to 
hotel manager Spiros who oversaw 
everything like a hawk, and our barman 
Sunny, who went out of his way to 
make our cruise special. 

The food was simply amongst the best 
I have ever experienced on a ship – and 
that’s no faint praise! The breakfast 
buffets were unbelievably tempting; I 
enjoyed a different breakfast every day, 
from yogurt and fresh fruit to golden 
pastries and a full cooked breakfast. 
Lunch was a tantalising choice of 
tasty salads and several hot options, 
whilst dinner was truly exceptional, 
with a choice of courses which were 
universally appreciated. There was a 
real Mediterranean flavour to the food, 
enhanced by the fact we ate most 
of our meals al fresco, enjoying the 
wonderful views.

Finally, the other joy of small ship 
cruising is getting to know your fellow 
guests. We were lucky enough to 
cruise with a group of very interesting 
and friendly guests from all over the 
world, who made our holiday an even 
greater pleasure. 

Thank you to Variety Cruises and 
Croatia for delivering such a perfect 
blend – and even the weather was 
wonderful too! 

We took a 7-night cruise from Dubrovnik in August 
on Variety Cruises’ classic small ship, Callisto. 

Dalmatian 
Islands101

‘On a small ship cruise 
you can visit a different 
island every day’

‘A nature-lover’s paradise, 
with tours available to  
all the natural wonders’

‘The food on board was 
amongst the best I 
have ever experienced’

Blue Water Recommends:
Variety Cruises offer their Dalmatian 
Coast and Montenegro cruise from 
June to August 2020 from £2233pp 
including flights and transfers
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Arancini with 
Arrabiata Sauce 
Arancini, named after the little 
oranges they are said to resemble, 
are an authentic Italian appetiser. This 
vegetarian recipe is paired with a spicy 
arrabiata tomato sauce for dipping.

Fry the onion in the olive oil until soft 
then add the Arborio rice and fry for 
3 minutes, stirring continuously. Add 
a ladleful of the vegetable stock and 
stir until the stock is absorbed. Repeat 
until all the stock has been used and 
the rice is cooked through. Add the 
peas, cheese and the 3 egg yolks. Mix 
together then spread the rice mixture 
in a tray and set aside to cool. 
Once cooled, scoop 2 tablespoons of 
the rice mixture into your hand, place 
the mozzarella in the centre of the rice 
and mould the rice around it to form 
a ball. Roll each rice ball in the egg 
white, then in breadcrumbs, and chill 
for 1 hour. 
To make the arrabiata sauce fry the 
garlic and chilli briefly in olive oil then 
add the tinned tomatoes and cook for 
5 minutes. Just before serving, drizzle 
with extra-virgin olive oil.
Lower the arancini into a deep fat-
fryer set at 180°C and fry in batches 
for 1 minute until golden. Serve each 
freshly-fried arancini with arrabbiata 
sauce for dipping.

Blue Water Recommends:
Visit Italy on a choice of Azamara cruises 
in 2020/21 from just £1076pp for an 
8-night cruise

ATaste of Italy
Food plays an incredibly important part in the culture of Italy. Much of Italian 
life revolves around the family dinner table, and closely-guarded recipes 
are passed down through generations. Classic Italian cuisine combines 

fresh Mediterranean ingredients with traditional regional flavours
For the arancini:

•500g arborio risotto rice

•500ml vegetable stock

•100g frozen peas, defrosted

•150g grated cheese

•3 eggs, separated, whites beaten

•200g mozzarella, cubed

•200g breadcrumbs

•½ onion, finely chopped

•4 tbsp olive oil

For the arrabiata sauce:

•200g tinned Italian plum tomatoes

•1 clove garlic, finely chopped

•2 medium red chillies, finely sliced

•3 tbsp olive oil

•pinch of salt

•extra virgin olive oil, for drizzling

Aperol Spritz 

Aperol, an orange-red liquor invented 
in 1919 in Padua, forms the basis for 
this refreshing cocktail which is often 
served before a meal as an apéritif. 

•100ml chilled Prosecco

•100ml Aperol

•50ml Soda

Fill a tall balloon glass with ice. Combine 
the Prosecco and Aperol then add a 
splash of soda. Garnish with a slice of 
orange and serve before a meal as an 
apéritif.
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CASCADES LODGE

CABIN (RV AFRICAN DREAM)

•  Luxury outside-facing cabins with panoramic windows

•  Land safaris in beautiful Chobe and Matusadona National Parks

•  Feel one with nature on this unique cruise in Zimbabwe on Lake Kariba

•  Deluxe lodge on the banks of the Zambezi River, 
with a private pool for each bungalow

• Marvel at the splendor of Victoria Falls

• Complimentary Wi-Fi at the lodge

50% OFF
2nd person

OR 

NO SINGLE 
SUPPLEMENT*

GO WITH THE FLOW ON 
FRANCE’S RIVERS

*On a selection of French river cruises.
Terms & Conditions: Offers are subject to availability and based on double-occupancy cabins. Offers cannot be combined with any other discounts or promotions. New bookings only, not applicable in retrospect. Offers valid until 15/2/2020. Promotional code: BWOFFER Terms & Conditions: Offers are subject to availability. Offers cannot be combined with any other discounts or promotions. New bookings only, not applicable in retrospect. Offers valid until 15/2/2020. Promotional code: BWOFFER

THE LOIRE, A ROYAL LEGACY
6-Day / 5-Night round-trip cruise from Nantes 
(Ref. NSN_PP)

2020 DEPARTURES: April 3 and 8

From £ 895 per person £ 1,193

CRUISE THROUGH 
THE AQUITAINE REGION
7-Day / 6-Night round-trip cruise from Bordeaux 
(Ref. BYS_PP)

2020 DEPARTURES: April 11 and May 22

From £ 783 per person £ 1,044

AZAY-LE-RIDEAU

HONFLEUR

BORDEAUX

AVIGNON

£ 250 OFF 
per person

On July & 
August 2020 

departures

THE MOST PICTURESQUE PORTS 
OF CALL IN THE SEINE VALLEY
8-Day / 7-Night round-trip cruise from Paris 
(Ref. PCN_PP)

2020 DEPARTURES: April 13 and May 6

From £ 864 per person £ 1,152

BURGUNDY AND PROVENCE ALONG 
THE SAÔNE & RHÔNE RIVERS
8-Day / 7-Night round-trip cruise from Lyon 
(Ref. LSR_PP)

2020 DEPARTURES: April 7 and 14

From £ 807 per person £ 1,076

S O U T H  A F R I C A  B  B O T S W A N A      N A M I B I A  B  Z I M B A B W E

SAFARI - CRUISE

1912029_ap_420x 297mm_africa_france_s_river_sailaway.indd   1 11/12/2019   11:49



A floating luxury country-house hotel 
combining unique itineraries around 
the Scottish Highlands and Islands 
with excellent food and personal 
service – what’s not to love? Stepping 
off the transfer coach at Greenock (a 
complimentary service provided by 
Hebridean from Glasgow city centre), 
I boarded to the stirring sound of 
bagpipes piercing the early evening air 
and was already hooked!

After a warm welcome from the captain 
and staff I was shown to my cabin, Isle 
of Danna on Princess Deck, where my 
luggage was already waiting for me. 

The super king-size bed with huge 
squashy pillows looked very inviting 
indeed, and the two comfy tartan 
chairs with coffee table placed next 
to the two large picture windows held 
the promise of a scenic cuppa in the 
morning! The shower room, although 
small, had beautiful brass fittings, and 
there was ample storage space with 
wardrobe, drawers and even a folding 
ironing board set into the wall. 

The finishing touches made me 
feel at home – next to the fridge 
containing bottled water, mixers and 
juice were home-made shortbread 
biscuits, a kettle with tea, coffee and 
hot chocolate (complete with a jug 

of fresh milk, no UHT here) Best of 
all a carafe of whisky! Everything is 
complimentary on board and supplies 
were replenished daily.

My portside cabin was conveniently 
situated next to the Columbia 
restaurant and just along the corridor 
from the reception, shop and stairs 
leading up to the Tiree lounge/bar, 
which hosted our afternoon teas, 
pre-dinner drinks and after-dinner 
entertainment. Dotted around the ship 
there are several cosy little lounges 
providing views out to sea, as well as a 
library, card and games area. Exploring 
further down to the Waterfront Deck 
I came across an area complete with 
bicycles and gym equipment - the 
ship is small but clearly caters for all 
tastes! The stairs up to the Promenade 
Deck, like all those on board, are 
quite steep, and as there is no lift 
passengers clearly need a reasonable 
level of mobility. The Skye bar at the 
rear gave a wonderful vista out to sea, 

and on climbing from here to the top 
deck I found several beautiful wooden 
Adirondack chairs – the perfect place 
for quiet contemplation with a drink, 
some binoculars or a good book! 
Although fully occupied, an atmos-
phere of peace and privacy pervaded 
on board, with tannoy messages kept 
to the necessary minimum, yet there 
was still the feeling that if you needed 
something, someone would be only 
too happy to get it for you. 

It was November and cold, but we 
had perfect crisp sunny days, and the 
Scottish coastline looked its very best, 
with the low winter sun highlighting 
the autumnal trees, frost-covered 
fields and distant snow-capped peaks. 
After sailing to Brodick during dinner 
on Saturday evening we were in pole 

position for our Sunday morning tour 
and whisky tasting at the Isle of Arran 
Distillery. The Hebridean Princess 
prides itself on immersive shore 
excursions, exclusive visits and private 
tours, and our guide Richard was very 
knowledgeable, explaining in depth 
the distillation process, the difference 
between blended and single malt 
whiskies and ending with a tasting 
of their 10-year-old single malt and 
award-winning liqueur Arran Gold. 

The distillery is a 45-minute bus 
journey from Brodick port, so we had 
chance to see more of the island and 
appreciate its beauty and variety; 

little wonder it is dubbed “Scotland 
in Miniature”. Despite the dusting of 
snow and frost everywhere, people 
were still rock-pooling and eating ice 
creams on Brodick seafront! Grey 
seals were basking on the shoreline, 
inland we saw wild deer roaming on 
open moorland, and streams tumbled 
down coniferous wooded slopes. 
Richard pointed out an eagle soaring 
overhead at the distillery, a regular 
visitor he said. 

But to save the best until last - the food! 
Everything I ate, drank and sampled on 
board was without exception superb. 
The variety, quality and presentation 
of the dishes, the table service, the 
ambience in the restaurant were 
all excellent. I tucked into delicious 
Scottish scallops, lamb, turbot, all 
cooked to perfection, and finished off 
with chocolate torte, bread-and-butter 
pudding, local Scottish cheeses - all 
accompanied by an excellent selection 
of wines, dessert wines and port. On 
Sunday there was an extensive buffet 
at breakfast, followed by a lavish 

seafood buffet lunch, and for those 
who could manage it - afternoon tea! 
I was looking forward to the evening 
- a black-tie gala evening with the 
Captain’s Address to the Haggis, 
complete with bagpipes and Robert 
Burns! To round off the cruise perfectly 
we were treated to the most wonderful 
sunset that night. 

What a treat I had – this very special 
little ship has personality. It was a truly 
memorable and unique experience; 
scenic cruising and luxurious comfort 
at its very best. 

Heather joined Hebridean Princess for a two-night 
mini cruise this autumn 

‘The finishing touches 
made me feel at 
home’

On Board

Blue Water Recommends:
Choose from a range of superb cruises 
around Scotland on Hebridean Princess 
from just £1410pp for a 4-night cruise

‘We saw grey seals, 
wild deer and eagles’

‘The variety, quality 
and presentation in 
the restaurant were 
excellent’
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“A big thank you to the team at Blue 
Water; speaking to travellers on the trip 
who booked through other agencies you 
stand out head and shoulders above the 
rest” 

“This was our first time booking through 
Blue Water following a recommendation, 
and I can honestly say that you exceeded 
all expectations and look forward to 
booking our next cruise through you”

“We found dealing with Blue Water very 
easy and will certainly recommend and 
also use again for our next holiday”

“Thank you for your excellent service, 
we will very happily book through Blue 
Water Holidays again”

“This is the fifth cruise we have booked 
through Blue Water and we are always 
impressed by the helpfulness of the 
staff. We always recommend your 
services to others and will be booking 
again next year”

“The efficient friendliness of Blue Water 
staff exceeds expectation every time 
and is better than any other company 
we have used”

“Thanks again. Have already given your 
name out to three other couples on our 
table”

“Thoroughly pleased with all aspects 
of booking, your staff are always polite 
and helpful”

Award-Winning Experts

There’s more to us 
than you may think…

Join our thousands of happy customers!

Take a look at our specialist websites

Every cruise sailing direct from  
all UK ports at unbeatable prices

UKCruises.co.uk

Self-drive boating holidays with a
choice of over 600 boats across Europe 

BoatingHolidays.com

UK narrowboat holidays with online
availability and booking at the best prices

CanalHolidays.com

The leading river, small ship and luxury cruise website  
with unique exclusive offers and friendly, expert service

CruisingHolidays.co.uk

The best selection of quality guided touring holidays  
worldwide from all the leading operators

BlueWaterTouring.com


