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from the team here at Blue Water Holidays, 
we hope you have had a relaxing and fun-filled 
festive season. We’re pleased to bring you 
the latest issue of our Sailaway Magazine, 
which we’ve crammed full of entertaining 
articles in the hope that it can brighten up a 
grey January. 
Enjoy our review of one of our best-selling 
cruises in Asia, Viking Cruises’ Imperial 
Jewels of China, and catch a ray of sunshine 
with our Diary of a Sailing Cruise in the 
Caribbean. Closer to home, we’ve highlighted 
the changing seasons of the beautiful 
Norwegian coast and picked out our ten 
favourite excursions to do on a river cruise - 
there may be some surprises in there! 
The variety of wonderful destinations you 
can visit on a cruise never fails to amaze me, 
so whether you prefer natural or manmade 
wonders, our guides will hopefully whet your 
appetite for exploration.

Juliet Archer, Managing Director

Latest News fro m the World of CruiseHappy New Year

On Tuesday 18th September, the 
Yorkshire Cruise Show returned to 
Ilkley for the third year in a row and 
was once again very popular, with 
over 500 people attending the event 
at the beautiful King’s Hall and Winter 
Garden in Ilkley. 
Visitors to the free event could 
listen to presentations and meet 

representatives from some of the 
world’s leading cruise lines including 
Viking Cruises, Hurtigruten and  
Riviera Travel. Exclusive show offers 
were available as well as a fantastic 
prize draw, with prizes including a £500 
Riviera Travel voucher, an adventure 
camera and luxury hampers. Keep an 
eye out for our 2019 show!

Yorkshire Cruise Show 2018

Hurtigruten’s  
99% Aurora 

Success Rate

Hurtigruten’s popular Norwegian 
coastline voyages journey directly 
under the Auroral Zone, an area 
of concentrated and consistent 
Aurora Borealis displays between 
October and March. Because of 
this, 99% of last season’s 12-day 
voyages recorded Northern Light 
occurrences!

What’s more, Hurtigruten have a 
unique Northern Lights Promise 
offer which means that the cruise 
line offers a FREE Norwegian 
Coastline voyage to the small 
fraction of guests that didn’t see 
the Northern Lights during their 
first cruise.

Coming Soon
We are pleased to welcome the 
return of Maldives cruises on board 
Yasawa Princess to our collection. 
This comfortable small ship was 
recently refurbished throughout 
and offers an excellent-value way 
of exploring the idyllic islands of 
the Maldives, with plenty of diving 
and snorkelling opportunities.  
Watch this space for more news!

In 2019, AmaWaterways will launch their elegant AmaMora  
on the River Rhine. Like her sister ships AmaLea and 
AmaKristina, 156-passenger AmaMora features all of the 
innovations loved by guests, including the swim-up bar, 
Chef’s Table Restaurant and Twin Balcony staterooms. 
AmaMora will sail the enchanting Rhine, visiting an array 
of fascinating destinations including Rüdesheim, Cologne  
and Amsterdam.

Crystal Cruises is set to expand their fleet of ocean ships 
for the first time since Crystal Serenity debuted in 2003. 
The new 800-passenger Diamond-Class ships will feature 
luxury design elements and exceptional amenities; the first 
Diamond-Class ship is set to launch in 2020. 

Silversea is adding three new ships to their fleet, including 
two new luxury Evolution class ships and an expedition 
vessel which will operate around the Galápagos Islands. 
The 100-passenger expedition ship, named Silver Origin, will 
launch in March 2020 replacing the Silver Galápagos. The 
additional two ships, which are yet to be named, will be the 
first in a new series at Silversea to be called the Evolution 
Class. The first of the two is due to launch in 2022.

New Ships on the Horizon
AmaWaterways

Crystal Cruises

Silversea

Uniworld is to build three new river cruise ships, due to 
launch in 2020. The three ships will sail on the Nile through  
Egypt, the Mekong in Asia and Portugal’s Douro River, 
replacing the existing vessels currently sailing in each 
destination. Described as floating boutique hotels, each 
ship will be unique and elegantly designed. Uniworld are 
also planning to build a fourth ship to sail on the Volga in 
Russia, launching in 2021. 

CroisiEurope’s new river Douro ship, Amalia Rodrigues, will 
debut in Spring 2019. The 132-passenger vessel will be 
CroisiEurope’s sixth on the Portugal river and will sail 6-day 
and 8-day itineraries from Porto through the picturesque 
terraced landscapes of Port wine country. 

MSC Cruises has announced plans to build four new cruise 
ships which will be dedicated to the luxury sector. Described 
as world-class vessels, the new ships will feature the most 
advanced, environmentally friendly technology and state-
of-the-art technology. The first of the four 1000-passenger 
ships is set to launch in Spring 2023 and will offer guests a 
superior level of comfort and relaxation.

Uniworld Boutique River Cruises

CroisiEurope River Cruises

MSC Cruises
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I was very excited to be heading off 
to China to sail on the mysterious 
Yangtze River onboard Viking Cruises’ 
largest river cruise vessel, the Viking 
Emerald. Combined with land stays 
in the bustling capital of Beijing, the 
ancient city of Xi’an and the supersized 
city of Shanghai, I was certain that 
the Imperial Jewels of China itinerary 
would be a trip of a lifetime.

We started our tour in Beijing with 
a 3-night hotel stay and to say this 
trip started off on a high would be 
an understatement. With in-depth 
tours of Tiananmen Square, the 
world’s largest public square, and the 
fascinating Forbidden City, the world’s 

largest palace complex and UNESCO 
World Heritage site, it was difficult 
to imagine the trip getting any better. 
However, the Great Wall of China was a 
personal highlight for me. Travelling to 
the Badaling Hills section of the Great 
Wall, nothing can prepare you for the 
first glimpse as it emerges over the 
mountains shadowed by the eerie low 
clouds. Even if you were to walk the 
full 3750 miles of the Great Wall, I do 
not think you would ever get bored of 
it stretching out before you, it was a 
magical experience.

As if these experiences weren’t 
enough during our stay in Beijing, we 
also enjoyed a visit to the sacred Ming 
Tombs, where the Ming emperors are 
buried, and a fascinating rickshaw tour 
through the shanty towns of old Beijing 
where the locals live out their every-
day lives peacefully and contentedly,  

away from the hustle and bustle of the 
ever-developing capital city.

From the first few days of touring it was 
evident to see that our guide Jimmy, 
who was to stay with us through the 
entire trip, was exceptional. With 10 
years of experience, his knowledge, 
expertise, interest, organisation and 
great sense of humour meant that 
everybody warmed to him straight 
away and he became a huge part of 
the trip.

After an amazing start to the trip it was 
time to take our first internal flight to 
Xi’an in central China where we would 
stay for two nights. Thanks to Jimmy 
and the impressive organisation of 
Viking, we parted with our bags at the 
hotel in Beijing and did not see them 
again until we arrived at our rooms 
at the Hilton Xi’an. Viking have the 

luggage handling down to an art, and 
with three internal flights throughout 
the itinerary they really take the stress 
out of travelling.

During this short stay in Xi’an, we 
experienced not only the sights and 
sounds of this fascinating historical 
city but also what was another trip 
highlight, the Terracotta Warriors.

Buried almost 2000 years ago with 
the Emperor Qin Shi Huang there 
are still thousands of warriors yet to 
be unearthed, but the 2000 that are 
currently visible are a sight to behold. 

To top off a memorable day we enjoyed 
a traditional Chinese dinner over the 
Tang Dynasty show in a local theatre 
which was great fun.

After another smooth flight we arrived 
in Chongqing, the embarkation point 
for our much-awaited cruise on the 
Yangtze River. The Viking Emerald is 
beautiful, with its huge central atrium 
rising up five floors to an impressive 
chandelier structure hanging from 
the ceiling, dark wood staircases 
and traditional Chinese artwork 
throughout. It has a large observation 
lounge and bar where you can relax 
during the day and watch the world 
go by, as well as a livelier bar and  
lounge on the deck above for those
who like a twirl on the 
dancefloor after 
dinner. 

There is plenty of outside space on 
the sun deck, with chairs, full length 
sun loungers, and pretty swinging 
benches. The little touches onboard 
are really lovely, like the tea tasting 
workshop and the traditional Chinese 
arts and crafts workshop. There is 
even a tailoring workshop where you 
can get your own clothing garments 
made out of the beautiful local fabrics. 

I stayed in a category B veranda 
stateroom on the upper deck. All the 
staterooms have verandas on Viking 
Emerald so you can enjoy the view

from your room no matter which 
deck you are on. My stateroom had 
all the standard amenities, bath 
robes, slippers, hairdryer, L’Occitaine 
toiletries, large white towels, laundry 
service, wide screen tv etc. It even had 
tea and coffee making facilities as well 
as a 24-hour tea and coffee station out 
in the main lobby. The room was 

‘The Viking Emerald is 
beautiful, with its dark 
wood staircases and 
Chinese artwork’

Blue Water Holidays headed to China to experience the 
Imperial Jewels of China cruise and tour with Viking Cruises

China In Your Hand

‘The Great Wall of 
China was a personal 
highlight for me’
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comfortable and completely spotless, 
being cleaned twice a day by the hard 
working and friendly housekeeping 
team. In fact, all the staff members 
that I came across were superb, 
they would do anything for you.

The cruise section of this trip was a 
highlight, the pace had slowed down 
greatly from the land stays at the 
beginning and meant you could really 
take the time to relax and take in the 
sights of the third longest river in the 
world. Sailing through the Wu Gorge 
and the Lesser Three Gorges was 
breath-taking, and for the very narrow

stretches of the gorges we enjoyed 
an excursion on a smaller local boat 
which meant you were just metres 
from the sheer cliffs and the crystal 
blue water below.

During the cruise we also enjoyed a 
unique experience visiting a primary 
school in a remote town along 
the river. The school is sponsored  
by Viking Cruises themselves and 
the children were so friendly and 
welcoming, putting on a performance

 

for us and showing us round their 
classroom. It was fascinating and 
heart-warming to see, and they loved 
practising their English on us, and 
teaching us their language!

The food on board was quite 
westernised but with Chinese dishes 
always on offer. I found this ideal as 
it meant that if you really fancied a 
spring roll and noodles for breakfast 
you could, or you could tuck into bacon 
and eggs! The extensive hot and cold 
breakfast buffets served everything 
you could ask for and more, and lunch 
had a just as impressive buffet along 
with options to order off the menu 
if you wanted a larger dish. Dinner 
was a set three course meal, with a 
choice of starters, mains and desserts 
each evening, and I can honestly say 
I did not have a bad meal onboard  
this ship.

After such a superb voyage we were 
all sad to be disembarking the ship in 
Wuhan on the last day, but this feeling 
did not last long, as the excitement built 
about reaching our final destination, 
Shanghai.

Shanghai was impressive to say 
the least. With skyscraper upon 
skyscraper and millions of people, it  
felt like another world compared with 
the serenity of the Yangtze River. 

Our hotel was just a two-minute walk 
from the famous Bund Waterfront 
where you can stand for hours simply 
marvelling at the skyline. In complete 
contrast to the futuristic skyline, we 
also enjoyed a tour to old Shanghai, 
a tucked away section in the middle 
of the city where you find yourself 
amidst the beautiful Yuyuan Gardens, 
along with markets galore. It was a 
perfect opportunity for some last-
minute souvenir shopping. Our stay 
in Shanghai was rounded off by an 
evening out to see the Shanghai 
Acrobatic Troupe. This show was 
unbelievable and a great way to end 
such an incredible trip.

During the 12-hour flight back to the 
UK, I reflected on the last two weeks 
and could not wait to tell all my friends 
and family about it. Not only will you 
take away memories forever but it is 
the most well put together itinerary 
and Viking Cruises really do excel 
here, from start to finish. This trip is  
an absolute MUST for anybody 
wanting to visit China!

‘Shanghai was a different 
 world compared with  
the serenity of the 
Yangtze River’

SPOTLIGHT ON 
Scenic Eclipse

‘Explore fascinating 
destinations all over 
the world in luxury’

‘The dedicated team 
are on hand to provide 
unique experiences 
and insights’

The beautiful discovery yacht features 
eight decks, accommodates just 
228 guests (200 in the Antarctic and 
Arctic) and boasts an almost 1:1 staff 
to guest ratio. The 114 suites are 
spacious and exquisitely designed 
with private verandas, lounge areas 
and lavish décor. For a once-in-a-
lifetime experience, the Panorama 
Suites and Owner’s Penthouse Suites 
showcase truly exclusive features 
such as an outdoor terrace and private 
Jacuzzi. 

Scenic Eclipse offers a range of world-
class facilities for guests to enjoy 
including a state-of-the-art theatre 
which will host live entertainment and 
lectures from the discovery team, as 
well as an exclusive Spa Sanctuary 
boasting 550 square metres of serene 
tranquillity. The discovery yacht also 

features a beauty salon, fully-equipped 
gym, separate yoga and Pilates studio, 
indoor and outdoor pools and sun deck 
Jacuzzis. To ensure an intimate and 
indulgent experience, Scenic Eclipse 
offers an array of welcoming lounges 
and bars along with 10 delightful dining 
experiences providing guests with the 
choice of Italian, Asian infusion and 
contemporary French dining.

This world-class discovery yacht has 
been designed to journey beyond the 
horizon to far-flung destinations which 

are not accessible to many cruise 
liners. Guests will have the opportunity 
to explore fascinating destinations 
in Europe, the Mediterranean, 
Alaska, Canada, South America, the 
Caribbean, the Galápagos Islands and 
the Norwegian Coast among others.  
In August 2020, there is a special 
voyage to the legendary Northwest 
Passage, allowing guests to follow 
in the footsteps of famous explorers. 
Scenic Eclipse will also have the 
highest Ice Class of any luxury ship, 
allowing her to safely navigate polar 
waters during discovery voyages to 
Antarctica and the Arctic. 

To ensure that every day is filled with 
adventure, each itinerary offers a 
range of shore excursions which are 
thoughtfully designed to explore the 
historic treasures and natural wonders 
of each destination visited. There are 

also two six-seater, twin-engine 
helicopters and one seven-seater 
submarine on board, providing guests 
with the opportunity to discover rarely-
visited destinations in a unique way. 

With 12 zodiacs and a number of 
kayaks on board, guests can get up 
close to nature and wildlife during 
regular trips ashore. What’s more, the 
dedicated Discovery Team, who are 
experts in their field, will be on hand to 
provide a host of unique experiences 
and share their insights into the 
environment, history and culture of 
each region. 

The much-anticipated Scenic Eclipse is the 
world’s first Discovery Yacht and is the first 
ocean ship from Scenic, a company which 
specialises in luxury river cruises and tours. 
Luxury and discovery unite to create a unique 
expedition vessel which was designed to 
mirror the sleek contours of a sailing yacht. 

Blue Water Recommends:
Viking Cruises offer a 14-night Yangtze cruise 
and tour through China including hotel stays in 
Beijing, Xian and Shanghai. Departs regularly 
throughout 2019 and 2020 from just £2995pp
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The incredible Seven Wonders of the Modern World 
are architectural marvels, some built by ancient 
empires and others relatively more recently but no 
less impressive. Spread across the globe, they can 
all be visited whilst enjoying a cruise. 

The Modern Magnificent Seven

The Colosseum, Rome 
The largest amphitheatre ever built, the Colosseum’s 
80 identical arched entrances gave access to over 
50,000 spectators. Built between 70 and 82 AD 
by order of the Emperor Vespasian, this feat of 
engineering contains a complex system of vaults 
and is a superb example of the Roman Empire’s 
architectural innovation. It was used for public 
spectacles including gladiator contests, animal 
hunts, executions and even mock naval battles 
where water was pumped into the Colosseum. 
Star Clippers have a variety of cruises on board tall-
masted sailing ship Royal Clipper starting or finishing 
in Rome between April and October 2019 and 2020, 
with a 7-night cruise from just £1266pp

Taj Mahal, India 
The Taj Mahal in Agra is one of India’s most recognisable 
landmarks and a symbol of eternal love. King Shah Jahan 
commissioned the mausoleum, which was completed in 
1653, to house the tomb of his third wife Mumtaz Mahal. This 
everlasting display of love is made of white marble with semi-
precious stones creating geometric and floral patterns. The 
mausoleum complex includes elements of Persian, Indian and 
Islamic architectural styles and also features an enormous 
garden with a reflecting pool. 
Far Horizon feature a 15-night Golden Triangle Tour and 
Brahmaputra River Cruise through India throughout 2019 and 
2020 from just £3429pp including flights and transfers

Chichén Itzá, Mexico 
Chichén Itzá was an ancient Mayan city on Mexico’s Yucatán 
Peninsula that flourished between 600-1200AD. The well-
preserved ruins feature important monuments and religious 
temples including the stepped pyramid El Castillo which 
epitomises the Mayan’s astronomical abilities; it features 365 
steps, one for each day of the year, and during the spring and 
autumnal equinoxes the setting sun casts the shadow of a 
snake on the steps. Chichén Itzá is home to the largest ball 
court in Mesoamerica, where players played a popular ritual 
ball game. 
Take an exciting 11-13-night cruise and land tour with Victory 
Cruise Lines to the Yucatan Peninsula and Chichén Itzá in Jan-
April 2019 from just £2348pp

Christ the Redeemer,  
Rio de Janeiro
Set on top of Mount Corcovado, the Christ the 
Redeemer statue in Brazil towers 2,300 feet over Rio 
de Janeiro. Commissioned by the Catholic Church 
in the early 20th century, the statue stands 125ft 
tall and weighs 1,145 tons, making it the largest 
Art Deco sculpture in the world. The monument is 
covered in six million tiles and is famous all over the 
world as a symbol of the peaceful and welcoming 
nature of the Brazilian people. 
Join Seven Seas Mariner on a 10-night luxury all-
inclusive cruise from Buenos Aires to Rio de Janeiro 
departing 7 December 2019 from just £5679pp 

Great Wall of China 
The Great Wall of China is an awe-inspiring feat of ancient 
defensive engineering. Built across mountain passes and 
ridges, the vast Great Wall consists of many fortifications and 
walls that overlap; their combined length is around 13,000 
miles. Construction began in the 7th century BC to protect 
the northern borders of the Chinese Empire against Mongol 
invasion, and continued for 2,000 years through subsequent 
ruling dynasties. 
Viking Cruises offer a 14-night Imperial Jewels of China cruise 
and tour with a guided tour of the Great Wall, available between 
March and November 2019 and 2020 from just £2995pp

Petra, Jordan 
Tucked away behind an almost impenetrable barrier 
of rock, this magical city is wreathed in legend and 
mystery.  The ancient city of Petra was built by the 
Nabateans in a remote valley, strategically located 
along early silk and spice trade routes, and was 
once an important trade centre.  The ornate classical 
facades of the temples and tombs have been carved 
into the pink sandstone, including the iconic Treasury 
whose Hellenistic columns and intricate detailing 
have been carved directly out of the cliff face. Local 
tradition says that the spring at Wadi Musa (Valley 
of Moses), just outside Petra, is where Moses struck 
the rock to bring forth water. 
Visit Petra with Emerald Waterways on a 14-night 
cruise and tour featuring a Nile cruise and guided 
excursions between September 2019 and May 2020 
from £3820pp

Machu Picchu, Peru 
Machu Picchu is a mystical Incan Lost City 
set high in the Andes Mountains, built as a 
royal retreat for an Incan emperor in the 15th 
century. Beautiful stone architecture is set 
against a spectacular backdrop of forested 
mountains and steep stone steps connect its 
palaces and temples, while the agricultural 
terraces slice into the sheer mountainsides. 
It is reached either by hiking up the ancient 
Incan trail through the Andes or by train. 
Hurtigruten offer 11-13-night expedition 
cruises to South America in March and October 
2019 including visits to Machu Picchu, from 
just £4128pp
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Our Ultimate River Cruise Sale - NOW ON

For more information or to book contact 01756 706523
or visit www.bluewaterholidays.com

Exceptional 
EmeraldVALUE 
Book today and enjoy 
all these inclusions

■■  Return flights from a choice of up to  
15 UK airports

■■  Stylish accommodation on-board 
our innovative Star-Ships

■■  All on-board meals in Reflections 
Restaurant

■■  Complimentary wine, beer & soft 
drinks with lunch & dinner

■■  Onshore excursions and  
guided tours

■■  Extra-special EmeraldPLUS and 
EmeraldACTIVE experiences

■■ Complimentary on-board Wi-Fi
■■ Complimentary on-board bicycles†

■■  All port charges, taxes and  
transfer costs

■■ River Cruise Guarantee Cover

PLUS ALL TIPS ARE INCLUDED  
SAVING UP TO £235 PER COUPLE

Emerald Waterways
Best Value For Money, 

River Cruise

SAVE UP 
TO  

£1,000
per person

PLUS 
SAVE AN EXTRA 

£200
per person 

 when you book  
a balcony suite

Uncover architectural charms and iconic landmarks as you explore Europe on a 
boutique river cruise with Emerald Waterways.  
 
Dock right in the heart of each destination on-board our contemporary, innovative 
Star-Ships and discover the many culture-rich cities, famous wine regions and 
UNESCO World Heritage-listed sites in style.

Choose from our collection of insightful itineraries, and experience the majestic Rhine 
Gorge, take in the beauty of the mystical Black Forest, stroll through the sun-soaked 
vineyards in southern France or visit the charming townships that line Portugal’s 
Douro River.

Cruise from £1,245 per person in our Ultimate River Cruise Sale and take advantage 
of generous savings of up to £1,000* per person, plus, enjoy an extra £200^ per 
person discount when you book one of our chic balcony suites, but hurry, many 
departure dates are filling up quickly.

8-Day Danube Explorer 
River Cruise 

Departing April - October 2019  
Passau to Budapest

8-Day Charms of Holland  
& Belgium River Cruise  

Departing May - October 2019  
Amsterdam to Amsterdam

Cruise From £1,245 per person

Balcony Suite From £1,995 per person

Cruise From £1,295 per person

Balcony Suite From £1,945 per person

E1666 Sailaway Mag.indd   1 27/11/2018   14:31

Terms and conditions: All our holidays are subject to availability. The prices shown are correct at the time of going to print (27th November 2018) and are 
per person, based on two people sharing our lead-in, lowest priced cabins in low season. Supplements apply for single travellers and other departure dates. 
*Savings of up to £1,000 per person are valid for new 2019 European river cruise bookings only, made between 26th December 2018 and 28th February 2019. 
^Savings of an extra £200 per person are valid for new 2019 European river cruise bookings only when booking a balcony suite between 26th December 2018 
and 28th February 2019. These offers are not available on our Special Guest Cruises. Our offers are not combinable and we reserve the right to withdraw our 
offers at any time. Our itineraries, hotels, dates and inclusions are subject to change. †Emerald Radiance on the Douro River does not have bicycles or an indoor 
pool/cinema, instead there is a spa-style Serenity Pool on the Sun-Deck. Please call for full terms and conditions. E&OE.

Long closed to US tourists, Cuba shines like an unpolished diamond amid a sea of sparkle. Rough, 
ready and certainly willing, this voyage tempts you to discover the island’s charms in a “revolutionary” 

way. Begin with bright, beautiful Santiago de Cuba, before some gentle R&R onboard and ashore. 
Cienfuegos beckons with her cars and colour before an overnight in Havana hypnotises you with her 

heady mix of romance, music and sultry sexiness.

*FEATURED EXCLUSIVE OFFERS/PROGRAMMES:
Caribbean - Air Offer: Book by 31 January, 2019 and enjoy Business Class Air for 

£1,099 each way or included Economy Class Air Return Flights 
Early Booking Bonus: Book and pay in full by 28 February 2019 and save 10%

GOURMET DINING

Delicious meals created with thought and 
panache, discerningly elaborated menus with 
perfectly balanced wine choices and a relaxed 

atmosphere with erudite friends – dining aboard 
any Silversea ship is the ultimate experience for 

people who only want superlatives.

GRATUITIES

Unwavering commitment to flawless service 
requires an attitude that is totally focused on the 

part of every member of the staff. Their professional 
training is readily apparent from the waiter who 

keeps your water glass filled to the chef who 
prepares your favourite soufflé à la minute.

BUTLER SERVICE IN EVERY SUITE

All guests are pampered equally aboard Silversea 
ships. They are the only cruise line in the world 
to include butler service in every suite, in every 
category. A staff- to-guest ratio of nearly one to 

one ensures that your every wish is fulfilled with
earnest precision.

Terms and Conditions apply. To view all terms and conditions please visit: www.silversea.com/terms-and-conditions

CUBA & FORT LAUDERDALE

INCLUDED

BOOK BY 31 JANUARY 2019 AND ENJOY BUSINESS CLASS AIR FOR £1099 EACH 
WAY OR INCLUDED ECONOMY CLASS AIR RETURN FLIGHTS



spring 
After a long and dark winter, daylight returns and 
infuses new life along the coast.  The sun begins to 
melt the snow on top of the majestic peaks, rivers 
re-emerge and waterfalls cascade through the 
verdant scenery. Temperatures are mild with highs 
of 14 degrees. However, in the far north above the 
Arctic Circle, winter still reigns and it is possible to 
enjoy exciting excursions including snowmobiling 
and dog sledding. The magical Aurora Borealis or 
Northern Lights may also make an appearance. This 
fascinating contrast between north and south means 
you can experience more than one season during a 
springtime voyage. 
The flora and fauna is incredible during the spring.  
Flowers including crocuses and daffodils are in full 
bloom and bring an injection of colour, while puffins 

breed on the cliffs dotted along the coast.   
Redwings, chaffinches and sparrowhawks 

make the short migration from 
the rugged shores of Great    

 Britain back to Norway. 

After spending the winter months under the South 
African sun, swallows make the long and often 
hazardous journey to Norwegian shores. 
The milder temperatures mean outdoor pursuits are 
extremely popular, including guided hikes and city 
walking tours. Hikes allow you to enjoy birds eye 
views of the awe-inspiring fjordland scenery, while city 
tours showcase the main sights. It is also possible to 
experience national celebrations. The 17th May 
is Norway Day and parades take place  
in the towns and cities along the coast.

autumn 
Autumn is a season of colour as vivid reds, yellows and 
oranges dominate the woods and mountainsides, a 
striking contrast to the azure blue skies. The soaring peaks 
receive their first dusting of snow and the days begin to 
get shorter. With longer nights, there is the chance to see 
the mesmerising Aurora Borealis or Northern Lights, a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.
Autumn is a peaceful time to enjoy a Norway cruise as 
the summer crowds have subsided. You can take in the 

kaleidoscope of colours and abundant nature 
at a much gentler pace. Hiking is extremely 
popular as temperatures are mild and you are 

rewarded by outstanding views. 
The traditional farming communities 
dotted along the coast are reaping the 
rewards of a glorious summer. Harvest 
time means an array of seasonal 
delicacies to try including mushrooms and 
cloudberries, which often feature heavily 
on menus in the cafes and restaurants 
ashore, as well as in meals onboard.

summer 
Summer is one of the most popular times to cruise 
the Norwegian coastline which is illuminated under 
the Midnight Sun, an incredible natural phenomenon. 
It brings perpetual daylight along the entire coastline 
and endless sun north of the Arctic Circle which 
many believe to be energising. 
Cruising into the fjords is a breathtaking experience 
as the hillsides glow and waterfalls are at their 
peak, delivering winter’s snowmelt into the sea. The 
picture-postcard scenery is reflected in the tranquil 
waters below, and kayaking trips are a unique way to 
take it all in.
Sea eagles can often be seen soaring in the skies 
above and sea eagle safaris in purpose-built Zodiacs 
are the perfect way to get up close to these  
majestic birds, the largest birds of prey in Europe.  
On land, Finnmark’s Sami herders bring 

their reindeer back to summer 
grazing grounds closer to the 

coast.   It is also  
possible 

to see sperm whales in the waters off Andøya in  
the Vesterålen Islands.
Summer is the high season for festivities. Saint 
John’s Eve on the 23rd June observes the birth of 

Saint John the Baptist and marks the 
summer solstice. Once the sun is 
low on the horizon, bonfires are lit up 
and down the coastline into the early 

hours of the morning, an incredible sight. 
There are also several food fairs during the 

summer, showcasing the delicious regional 
produce, and outdoor concerts, making for an  

unforgettable voyage.

winter 
Without question, Winter is the most special time to 
experience Norway. The bright white snow reflects 
the polar twilight, homes glow along the shoreline 
and there is the opportunity to witness the Aurora 
Borealis or Northern Lights. Northern Norway is 
one of the best places in the world to observe the 
phenomenon. Above the Arctic Circle there is an 
Auroral Zone meaning you are more likely to witness 
them, and not just once, but multiple times. Cruising 
through the night with the Northern Lights dancing in 
the sky above is a moving and memorable experience. 
The towns and cities scattered along the coast host 

enchanting Christmas Markets, brimming 
with local crafts and regional specialities. A 

visit to one of these is sure to get you in 
the festive spirit and gifts make the 

perfect keepsakes.  
The vast white Arctic tundra 

lends itself to thrilling 
excursions, including    

snowmobiling, 

dog sledding through the wilderness, and snow-
shoeing.  As well as exciting adventures on land,  
you can take to the water in a Zodiac for a whale 
watching trip. Humpback whales migrate from the 
warm waters of the Caribbean to the much colder 
and icy waters of Norway in the winter to hunt for 
prey. The large supply of plankton and krill in the 
Norwegian waters attracts fish, making it a prime 
hunting ground for the whales.

NørWay Through the  Seasons
Cruising is the perfect way to experience Norway’s contrasting seasons. 
Hurtigruten’s small ships have been sailing the breathtaking Norwegian 
coastline for 125 years and continue to offer authentic voyages, departing 
daily all year round. Every voyage is an adventure and a treat for the 
senses, so whichever season you choose, you won’t be disappointed!   
An 11-night voyage including flights is from just £1207pp
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FJORDS OF 
NORWAY

*Terms and conditions apply

Spring – April to May
The best of both sun and snow, plus 
Norway Day parades on 17 May 
Ship detours to: Lyngenfjord

Summer – June to August
Experience 24-hour daylight with the 
Midnight Sun between June and July 
Ship detours to: Geirangerfjord

Autumn – September
The colours of the coast change, tinged 
by a soft golden light and the first aurora 
Ship detours to: Hjørundfjord

CHOOSE YOUR SEASON

12 DAYS FULL BOARD
INCLUDING FLIGHTS

FROM£1,207PPSELECT
FARE

FREE FLIGHTS*

BOOK BY 31 MARCH 2019

Special Offer

Bergen – Kirkenes – Bergen
12-day classic round voyage

DAILY DEPARTURES APRIL TO SEPTEMBER
DAY 1  Bergen, the City of Seven Mountains

DAY 2  Stylish Art Nouveau town of Ålesund
DAY 3  The medieval royal city Trondheim 

DAY 4  Bodø and the beautiful Lofoten Islands 
DAY 5  Tromsø is the capital of the Arctic 

DAY 6  Honningsvåg, portal to the North Cape 

DAY 7  Kirkenes is near the Russian border

DAY 8  Hammerfest, the world’s most northern town 

DAY 9  Stunning scenery of Vesterålen and Lofoten
DAY 10  Seven Sisters and Torghatten mountains 

DAY 11  Calling at Kristiansund and Molde 

DAY 12  Return to Bergen and the UK
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CALL 01756 706523
VISIT www.bluewaterholidays.com

Getting to Know... Fay
Our Cruising Specialist talks about her favourite cruise, why the Galápagos 
Islands are on her bucket list, and who she’d love to be godmother to!

How long have you worked 
at Blue Water Holidays?
I have worked at Blue Water Holidays 
for 11 years and love it. Every day is 
different and I’m lucky enough to help 
customers book cruises to some of the 
most amazing destinations in the world!

Of the cruises you’ve 
been on, which was your 
favourite, and what was the 
highlight?
I have so many favourites, all for 
different reasons. Cruising the Greek 
Islands on Star Clippers’ authentic 
tall ship Star Flyer was an incredible 
experience. As we left port in an 
evening, I loved watching the sails being 
hoisted with a glass of Champagne 
in my hand and Conquest of Paradise  
being played – so atmospheric. Another  
favourite was my voyage from New 
York to Southampton on Cunard’s 
ship, Queen Mary. It was special as we 

cruised alongside sister ship, the QE2, 
on her final voyage before becoming 
a floating hotel. Our joint departure 
from New York was spectacular, as 
the onboard band were playing and the 
city’s iconic skyscrapers were twinkling. 

What excursion on a cruise 
did you enjoy the most?
During my Hurtigruten voyage along 
the Norwegian coastline, I was lucky 
enough to enjoy a dog sledding 
excursion in the Arctic capital 
of Tromsø. It was fantastic and  
I got to meet the Huskies and 
their puppies beforehand 
which was lovely. I really 
wanted to take one home! 

Which is your favourite 
European river cruise?
The River Danube is one of the most 
popular rivers and is definitely my 
favourite. The UNESCO-listed Wachau 
Valley is stunning, and there are so 
many traditional little towns dotted 
along the river. The capital cities of 
Budapest, Bratislava, Bucharest 
and Vienna all have a story to 
tell and the architecture is 
incredible. I loved mooring 
in the heart of towns and 
cities, and being able to step 
ashore and explore.

Is there a cruise  
you hope to do one day?
The Galápagos Islands are definitely 
on my bucket list as they are home 
to such a diversity of wildlife, 
including sea lions, tortoises and 
blue-footed boobies. Exploring these  
unique islands on board Hurtigruten’s 
new state-of-the-art expedition ship, 
Roald Amundsen, would be a once-in-
a-lifetime experience!

What is your top tip for 
first-time cruisers?
This is an interesting one as 
everybody is so different and  
I always take this into account. 

Cruising for the first time has    
 to meet your own personal 
requirements and I am proud 

to offer impartial advice 
and top tips based on my 

own experiences.

What top three destinations 
would you recommend for 
a cruise?
I’d recommend Alaska as the scenery 
is simply stunning and there is so 
much wildlife. Borneo is an amazing 

destination and you have the 
opportunity to see the 

famous orangutans. 
Closer to home, 

exploring Europe 
on a river cruise is 
a must. There are 
lots of rivers to 
choose from and 

during each cruise 
you visit so many  

different places.

If you could be godmother 
to any ship, which would it 
be and why?
I’d love to be godmother to Viking’s 
brand-new ocean ship, Viking Jupiter. 
She is really stylish and the public areas 
are amazing – there is even a snow 
grotto! Her itineraries are fantastic and 
there is always a high level of personal 
service onboard.
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Day 3... 
Overnight we headed 
north to the British 
Virgin Islands, and 
passing Sir Richard 
Branson’s private 
island of Neckar we 
sailed in to Virgin 
Gorda, mooring 
opposite Prickly 
Pear beach a short distance from 
the Bitter End yacht marina. We chose an excursion to 
the famous Baths of Virgin Gorda, massive boulders 
strewn across a sandy beach and the nearby land. The 
scenic drive to the Baths took us up and down steep 
hills with superb views over Virgin Gorda and the BVI. 
We did not return directly to the ship, the tender instead 
taking us to Prickly Pear beach where the ship’s chefs 
and waiters organised a superb lunchtime beach 
barbecue. There was time to visit the marina complex 
at Bitter End before returning to Star Clipper.

Day 4...
The next day featured sailing down the Sir Francis 
Drake channel through the heart of the BVI. We called 
at Norman Island, reputedly the pirate headquarters 
and home to a lost stash of buried treasure, and 
allegedly the inspiration for the book Treasure Island, 
before sailing past Tortola and its capital Road Town 
to the famous yachting harbour of Soper’s Hole on the 
north west coast. Arriving there at dusk, we tendered 
ashore after dinner to explore the marina, shops and 
attractions of Soper’s Hole.

Day 5...
Next morning we 
set sail for Jost van 
Dyke, the laid-back 
‘barefoot’ island. 
Here was a wet 
landing from the 
tender, stepping 
ashore on the beach 
in ankle-deep water 
with a helping hand 
from the sports 
team. This idyllic 
setting is home to 
the ‘Soggy Dollar 
Bar’ whose ‘Painkiller’ rum 
cocktail is justly famous! Probably our favourite 
location, we spent a happy few hours here in the sun, 
dabbling in the warm seawater, and soaking up the  
occasional Painkiller.

Day 6...
Leaving the small islands of the BVI behind, we headed 
south overnight to St Kitts, a typical Caribbean island 
with a central cloud covered rainforested peak. There 
are still traces of its British colonial past, and its town 
centre clock-roundabout is allegedly modelled on 
Piccadilly Circus – although rather smaller. The island 
is visited by large cruise ships, and there are pierside 
shopping malls designed for their day-trippers.

Day 7...
Our final call was at St Barts, in the French West Indies. 
We were aware it was frequented by the rich and 
famous, but nothing prepared us for the massed yachts 
outside and inside the harbour – those outside too big 
for the harbour, and topped by Eclipse, one of Roman 
Abramovich’s yachts, with its two helicopters, and 
allegedly an anti-missile shield and mini-sub escape 
vehicle. St Barts itself was an interesting mixture of 
traditional French Caribbean influences and 
designer brand shops 
catering for the 
luxury market.
The last evening 
brought the 
traditional waiters’ 
parade before 
sailing at 10pm 
from St Barts past 
the rows of luxury 
yachts.

Day 8...
Our arrival in St Maarten the next morning found us 
surrounded by ranks of cruise ships – all too big for 
most of the islands we had visited.
We agreed this was our favourite Star Clippers cruise, 
and certainly the most relaxing and with the best 
sailing. It is definitely a recommended way to visit the 
Caribbean!

This was our fourth Star Clippers cruise. The others were in the 
Mediterranean, and this time it was the Caribbean at Christmas-
time. We were looking forward to warm sunny days, superb 
sailing conditions, and particularly the British Virgin Islands, 
famous for links to real pirates, idyllic scenery and a laid-back 
style. We were not disappointed. 

Diary of a 
sailing cruise

Our Treasure Islands cruise on Star Clipper started in St Maarten, the 
Dutch side of the island shared with the French St Martin. We chose to 
fly via Paris, taking the daily Air France A340 direct to St Maarten. The 
landing there is subject of many videos on YouTube as the plane heads 
in just over the beach at the end of the runway!

Day 1...
A short taxi ride from the airport and we were at the  
St Maarten cruise terminal in Phillipsburg. We could 
soon see the masts of Star Clipper amongst the large 
cruise liners – 170 passengers compared with about 
5,000 on the other ships! After a welcome Caribbean 
punch and a snack we explored our cabin before going 
up on deck to enjoy the last rays of the day’s sun.
Lifeboat drill preceded dinner – well up to the 
Star Clippers standard, before going back on deck 
for the sailaway. Unlike other ships, Star Clipper 
actually sailed away, the crew hoisting the sails 
accompanied by the Star Clippers theme music by 
Vangelis. Once out of port we sailed silently through 
the moonlit seas, the stars shining in the darkness, 
the only noise coming from the bow cutting through 
the water – authentic tall ship sailing at its best.

Day 2...
Our first call was Anguilla, a British overseas territory, 
reputed to have the best beaches in the Caribbean. 
The Star Clippers sports team were active here, taking 
the ship’s sailing dinghies and swim gear ashore to 
the sandy beach a short stroll from the atmospheric 

small village. 
The beach bar 
featured a live 
jazz band, and 
was decorated 
with pictures 
of famous jazz 
players. A very 
congenial stop 
for the less-
energetic!

Blue Water Recommends:
Star Clippers’ 7-night Treasure Islands cruise departs 
December to March 2018-19 and 2019-20 from just £1111pp. 
We can arrange flights, transfers and hotel stays to suit.
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Departs UK 11th September 2019 
12-night experience of a lifetime | 7-nights aboard Star Clipper 

Visiting: Benoa | At Sea | East Madura/Giligenteng Island | Probolinggo  
Lovina Beach | Senggigi Beach | Gili Sudak | Benoa

Price includes return flights from London, 2-nights pre-cruise stay at The Conrad Bali on a Bed 
& Breakfast basis, 3-nights post-cruise stay at the Parkroyal, Singapore on a Bed & Breakfast 

basis, internal flight with Singapore Airlines, Grand Prix tickets*, all private non-UK transfers, 
7-nights Full Board sailing aboard Star Clipper and port charges.

STAR CLIPPERS

Lead in fare is based on 2 adults sharing a category 6 cabin, port charges, and full board cruise. Price includes return flights from London, 2-nights pre-cruise stay at The Conrad Bali in a Premier 
Deluxe Garden Room on a Bed & Breakfast basis, 7-night Full Board sailing aboard Star Clipper, 3-nights post-cruise stay at the Parkroyal on Pickering in Singapore in a Superior Room on a Bed & 

Breakfast basis, internal flight with Singapore Airlines from Bali to Singapore for the Grand Prix, *Grand Prix tickets and hotels are non-refundable and non-changeable, all private non-UK transfers 
and port charges. Single supplement ranges from 50% when booking a Category 6 to a Category 2 Cabins and 100% supplement for Categories 1 and above. All prices are correct at time of print, are 

subject to availability and/or change, and can be withdrawn at any time.

From  

£3,499 
per person

Star Clippers operates three of the world’s largest and tallest sailing vessels. Visiting intimate 
ports often untouched by larger cruise ships and offering passengers the activities, amenities and 

atmosphere of a private yacht, Star Clippers is recognised as one of the premier speciality cruise lines. 

Sailings to South-East Asia include itineraries from Benoa, Bali. Indonesia cruises are certainly 
becoming increasingly popular, as more and more people become aware of this beautiful and 
diverse destination.  Passengers can also visit the fantastic city of Singapore to experience the 

glamour and excitement of the legendary Grand Prix as part of their sailing adventure.

Extraordinary History
Athens is one of the world’s oldest 
cities, meaning it has its fair share of 
historic landmarks and monuments. 
The world-famous Acropolis, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, is Athens’ absolute 
must-see. This ancient citadel was built 
in the 5th century BC and sits above 
Athens making it visible from almost 
every part of the city. The magnificent 
Acropolis contains several ancient 
buildings and temples including its 
crowning jewel; the Parthenon, which 
is supported by 46 Doric columns. The 
temples of the Acropolis are considered 
masterpieces in ancient architecture.  

Another outstanding landmark is the 
Temple of Poseidon which is located 
70km south of Athens and makes for 
the perfect half-day trip. This gleaming 

white temple was built in 444BC 
and is perched high above the 
sea offering awe-inspiring  
views of the surrounding  
areas. Plaka, which is 
nestled under the slopes  

of the Acropolis, is Athens’ oldest 
and most picturesque residential 
quarter. Plaka has maintained a quaint 
village atmosphere and its stone-
paved, narrow streets, neoclassical 
mansions and elegant architecture will 
make you feel like you have stepped  
back in time.

autHEntic grEEk Food
(& tasty coFFEE)
There is more to the Greek cuisine than 
souvlaki and gyros, in fact, eating out in 
Athens is quite the culinary adventure. 
Whether you are grabbing a quick 
bite at one of the street-food stalls or 
dining at an elegant restaurant; the 
food is sure to be authentically Greek, 
deliciously fresh and locally sourced. 
The seafood is particularly exquisite 
and is best enjoyed with a glass of 
Ouzo and good company. The service
 in Athens is friendly and 

unhurried and you 
will always be 
welcomed with 
a warm smile. 

Coffee culture is rife 
in Athens and the city 

is home to many lovely 
cafés and coffee 
shops. The delightful 
Cappuccino Freddo 
(strong iced coffee) is 
a firm favourite in the 
summer months. 

contEmporary culturE
The city of Athens buzzes with 
creativity and has a wonderful 
contemporary art scene with an array 
of art galleries dotted around the 
city, including the National Museum 
of Contemporary Art. Athens has 
also become one of Europe’s most 
noted spots for street art. Innovative  
pop-up restaurants and roof-top bars 
blend seamlessly with the traditional 
taverns. The Stavros Niarchos Cultural 
Centre which opened in 2017 offers a 
jam-packed calendar of cultural events 
including art, music, opera and dance.

  Quirky nEigHbourHoods
Athens is home to a number of 
diverse neighbourhoods which are 
a joy to explore. The colourful Psiri 
neighbourhood showcases wonder-
fully authentic craftsmen’s stores, 
fascinating street art and intriguing 
art galleries. The neighbourhood of 

Monastiraki features a lively town 
square, vibrant murals and a 

bustling market which sells 
everything from ancient 
vinyl and handcrafted 
artefacts to jewellery and 

rare books.

The city of Athens is fast becoming the destination of 
choice due to the abundance of ancient landmarks, 
a blossoming urban art scene and delicious food. 
This exciting metropolis showcases an intoxicating 
blend of history and innovation, and is perfect for a 
pre or post-cruise stay.

Blue Water Recommends: 
1. Star Clippers offers several 

exceptional tall ship 
sailing cruises around the 
Greek Islands from Athens 
between May and October 
2019 and 2020, ideal for 
adding a pre or post-cruise 
stay. A 7-night cruise 
starts from just £1142pp

2. Enjoy a 9-night holiday 
including a 7-night 
Classical Greece cruise 
with Variety Cruises 
and 2-night Athens stay, 
departing regularly April-
October 2019 from just 
£2440pp including flights 
and transfers

3. Voyages to Antiquity’s 12-night
Dalmatia and Ancient Greece 
itinerary cruises the beautiful 
Adriatic from Venice to the 
Greek Islands, ending with 
a 2-night stay in Athens, 
departing September 2019 
from just £2495pp including 
flights and transfers

athens 
not just a gateway to the greek islands!
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3
Visit one of France’s most 
distinguished truffle-growing regions 
and observe specially-trained dogs 
in action at a beautiful truffle farm 
as they hunt for these treasures. The 
highly-prized ‘Black Diamonds’ are 
grown underground and sniffed out 
by the farmer’s trustworthy canine 
companions. Truffles are considered 
an epicurean delicacy and are often 
found in dishes in Michelin-starred 
restaurants around the world. After the 
tour there is a trip to the hilltop town of 
Grignan to visit a Renaissance château 
surrounded by lavender fields. 

Go searching for truffles on the 7-night 
Wine Regions of Provence cruise from 
AmaWaterways.

Truffle Hunting  
in France

to experience on a river cruise 
Modern river cruising has moved on since the days of endless excursions 
to churches, cathedrals and museums. Nowadays, the desire for more 
cultural, active and participatory excursions has changed the nature 
of excursions for good. Shore excursions now offer a way to immerse 
yourself in a destination, to live like a local, and tailor your cruise to suit 
your own interests. The best excursions offer unique experiences, and we 
have picked out some of our favourites for you.

1
Travel to Salzburg, the city of music, for 
a guided tour of the old town with its 
world-famous Baroque architecture, 
including the house where Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart was born. After 
a visit to beautiful Mirabell Palace, 
enjoy an exclusive concert featuring 
classical Mozart arrangements by the 
Salzburger Soloists in the Mozarteum. 
Afterwards, head to the picturesque 
village of Mondsee, which was the film 
location for the well-known movie The 
Sound of Music. 

Enjoy this full day excursion on the 
7-night music-themed Beautiful Blue 
Danube cruise from Amadeus River 
Cruises. 

Classical Music 
Concert in Salzburg

4
Arrive on Majuli Island in India and 
enjoy a cultural performance by 
Satriya singers and dancers. Head to 
Kamlabari Satra to see the Vaishnavite 
priests dancing to cymbals, drums and 
chanting in the temple. Next, journey 
towards the nearest Mishing village 
to meet the local Mishing People who 
live on the banks of the river in raised 
houses known as Chang Ghars. Take 
the opportunity to indulge in dhoti 
tying with the Mishing women who are 
expert weavers. 

This truly authentic experience is 
available on Far Horizon’s collection of 
Brahmaputra river cruises.

Majuli Island Cultural 
Experience

5
Enjoy a Russian-style rejuvenating 
spa experience at a banya (traditional 
Russian bath house) in Mandrogy. 
Upon arrival at the wooden house, you 
will partake in a cleansing ritual just 
like the locals before indulging in a dry 
sauna, steam bath, a five to ten-minute 
therapeutic birch broom massage 
and a cold-water rinse or plunge. This 
tradition is integral to life in rural Russia 
and the locals believe that it is the best 
way to purify your body. You may also try 
typical refreshments during your visit. 

This invigorating banya visit is an 
optional excursion on Viking Cruises’ 
12-night Waterways of the Tsar’s cruise.

Traditional Russian 
Banya Ritual

6
Embark on a 90-minute eBike trip 
along the Moselle River, past beautiful 
vineyards, steep hillsides, quaint 
villages and Koblenz lock with its 
innovative fish ladder which helps 
salmon and eels migrate along the 
river. Continue to the wine-producing 
town of Winningen for a berggolf 
(mountain golf) experience on a 
7-hole golf course followed by 
a glass of wine and 
small picnic. 

Enjoy this excursion 
on Crystal Cruise’s 
10-night 
Splendours of 
the Rhine 
cruise.

eBike Adventure  
and Golf

2
In Andernach, enjoy an exclusive 
visit to the impressive 14th-century 
Namedy Castle, home to Princess 
Heide von Hohenzollern, 
who personally welcomes 
you into her castle. Explore 
the remarkable castle at 
leisure before enjoying 
a lavish banquet in the 
ballroom, accompanied by 
a classical piano recital. 

This unforgettable excursion 
is a Signature Experience 
on APT’s Rhine Treasures 
7-night cruise and 14-night 
Magnificent Europe cruise.

Dine with a Princess 
at Namedy Castle

7
From the lovely little town of Ancenis, 
board a helicopter and soar over 
the charming River Loire. Admire 
the beautiful countryside landscape 
from a different perspective including 
the rolling hills and vineyards, which 
have been tended here since the 
Roman times. Get a bird’s eye view 
of the numerous châteaux including 
Châteaux de Clermont and Turmelière 
as well as Oudon Castle and Saint-
Pierre Church on this fantastic optional 
excursion. 

Experience this amazing helicopter ride 
on the CroisiEurope 7-night River Loire 
cruise.

Helicopter Ride over 
the River Loire

8
In the ancient capital of Oudong in 
Cambodia, visit a magnificent pagoda 
and monastery to gain an insight 

into the lives of monks. You will 
have the opportunity to partake 

in a ceremony in which you will 
receive a blessing from a monk 

and learn how to pray in a 
Buddhist pagoda. 

This once-in-lifetime 
experience is a Scenic Enrich 
excursion on the 14-night 
Treasures of the Mekong 
cruise with Scenic.

Blessing from a 
Buddhist Monk

9
Enjoy an exclusive early morning visit 
to the Amsterdam Hermitage Museum 
before it opens to the public, for a 
crowd-free viewing of an extraordinary 
collection of Dutch master paintings. 
These enormous 17th-century group 
portraits from the Amsterdam Museum  
and the Rijksmuseum have been 
brought together for the first time 
and feature the bourgeoisie who ruled 
Dutch society at that time. 

This exclusive excursion is available 
on Uniworld Boutique River Cruise’s 
7-night Holland and Belgium at Tulip 
Time cruise.

Morning with the 
Masters, Amsterdam

10
The Douro Valley is a beautiful 
region to explore, so why not take 
the opportunity to venture out onto 
the River Douro in a canoe. An expert 
guide will show you the ropes before 
leading the way along this delightful 
river and it won’t be long before you 
are journeying along these amazing 
waters in exhilarating style. 

This EmeraldACTIVE excursion can be 
experienced on Emerald Waterways’ 
7-night Secrets of the Douro cruise.

Guided Canoeing on 
the River Douro

EXCURSIONS
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Over to You!

This was an incredible holiday to 
remember for many years to come. 
The AmaKristina is a wonderful 
ship, with delicious high class 
food and the crew so helpful in 
every way. All the excursions 
were superb and a major plus for 
us, apart from the choice every 
day, was the opportunity to join in 
as a gentle walker. We met so many 

lovely people from all 
walks of life, many from America, 

and had some very interesting 
conversations. Yesterday was 
a little sad as the cruise was at 
an end, but imagine our surprise 
when a beautiful navy blue 
Mercedes arrived to take us to 

the airport, we felt like royalty! 
So once again thank you for this 

incredible experience. 

Enchanting Rhine 
River Cruise

Maurice and Margaret cruised on board 
AmaKristina from AmaWaterways 

AmaWaterways 7-night Enchanting Rhine 
cruise from Amsterdam to Basel departs 
regularly between March and December 2019 
from just £1559pp

The cruise itself was also just what I had hoped for. 
Despite its age, the ship was in very good order and well 
kept by the staff. All crew on board were so pleasant and 
efficient in their various roles whether cabin cleaning, 
restaurant waiting or bar service. The highlight of our 
time on board had to be our table companions for dinner, 

three other lively couples all of similar 
ages to us and we all hit it off so 

well with laughs and banter 
and more than once ours was 

the last table to leave the 
restaurant.
Norway itself is all about 
the scenery; waterfalls, 
mountains, glaciers, lakes, 

pasture. It was just as I had 
imagined it before we went 

and it got better the further north 
we went. We did some excursions; 

the Flam railway, Naerayfjord on an electric boat and 
the Rauma railway, but the best was the open top Glacier 
Bus at Olden - just an unhurried hour trip 
round the lake to view the sights 
with a narrative from the driver 
with a lovely sense of humour. 
And the weather was just the 
icing on the cake - cloudless 
sunny days throughout with 
temperatures around 25 
degrees. Both crossings on 
the North Sea were almost 
flat calm. We couldn’t have done 
better, could we! 

Norwegian Fjords 
No-Fly Cruise

Paul and Ruth cruised on board Marco Polo 
from Cruise & Maritime Voyages 

Cruise & Maritime offer many cruises to the 
Norwegian Fjords from a range of regional 
ports. A 6-night cruise in July from London 
Tilbury is from just £1109pp

The MV Corona is an immaculately maintained small 
cruise ship, with a fabulous captain and crew.  The food 
we were served throughout the week was outstanding, 
and our Cruise Manager, Martina, was always available 
to help with things that made the trip outstanding. The 
cabins and en-suite facilities were better than any we 
have seen on larger cruise ships. The small number of 
passengers - up to 38 - make it very easy to meet and 
enjoy yourself with fellow travellers and also manage 
the on-shore excursions that were included in the cruise. 
We were able to dock at wonderful small 
harbours at the overnight island stops, 
as well as enter small secluded bays 
for our regular swim sessions off 
the back of the boat. The way 
the cruise is run provides a three 
course lunch on board daily, then 
allows you free time during the 
evening at each new destination 
to which you have already been 
introduced, to spend time with new 
friends, and take your own decisions 
about needing an evening meal, a snack 
or just a drink at a local bistro round the harbour, or 
visit something specific seen on the earlier guided tour.  
Croatia is delightful, and one of the cleanest countries 
we have ever visited, all public facilities are immaculate, 
locals everywhere we visited wanted to be helpful, and 
almost all speak English. The coastline from Venice in 
the north, down to just south of Dubrovnik, is magnificent, 
with beautiful green/blue clear sea water everywhere and 
numerous small islands that are pristine, with many having 
either UNESCO World Heritage, or National protection. 

Croatian Coast 
Cruise

Iain and Alison cruised on board Corona  
from Riviera Travel

Riviera Travel offer five different 7-night 
small-ship cruises around Croatia, with 
departures from several regional airports 
between May and October 2019 from just 
£1399pp including flights and transfers

We set off on Christmas Day and were welcomed on board 
the MS Nordlys with a fine evening meal. Our trip left 
Bergen bound for Kirkenes where we turned and headed 
south back to Bergen, taking in around 34 stops, some 
short and others where inland trips could be taken. We 
took the North Cape excursion and the Husky Adventure 
at Kirkenes and were impressed by both. We were on our 
third Hurtigruten voyage and the food on all the ships 
has been of the highest standard, local fresh ingredients 
served by friendly staff. Once above the Arctic Circle, 
skies cleared to give us some spectacular views of snow 

clad mountains and several evenings 
we saw great Aurora Borealis. 

Great company, good food, 
fantastic scenery and Northern 
Lights made this a voyage to 
remember. Many thanks to all 
at Blue Water for organising 
our trip down to the last detail 

and making sure everything 
went exceptionally well.

Norway Coastal 
Cruise at Christmas

Geoff and Lynn cruised on board  
Nordlys from Hurtigruten

Hurtigruten’s 11-night Classic Round Voyage 
departs daily from Bergen from just £1207pp 
including flights and transfers

We are always pleased to hear from our customers, as your feedback is what helps us to 
continually develop both our cruise collection and our service. Feel free to send us your cruise 
review and pictures, and if we publish it in Sailaway we will send you a £10 M&S voucher.
Email your reviews to reviews@bluewaterholidays.com - We can’t wait to see them!
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Oscar Wilde

Stepping On BOard

Jade flew to Cologne, Germany for a 
tour of Riviera Travel’s state-of-the-
art ship Oscar Wilde, which launched 
in 2017 along with sister ships Emily 
Brontë and Thomas Hardy. 

Karen travelled to Liverpool to see the 
award-winning Viking Sun from Viking 
Cruises which launched in 2017, with 
highlights including the delightful 
Wintergarden, spacious Explorer’s 
Lounge and Nordic spa. 

Kathryn, Chloe, Jade and Juliet flew to 
Paris to visit a number of river cruise 
ships including the luxurious Scenic 
Gem and Amadeus Diamond. During 

their trip to Paris, the Blue Water 
team also visited CroisiEurope’s hotel 
barge, Raymonde and enjoyed a tour of 
Uniworld’s newest ship, the SS Joie de 
Vivre. Launched in 2017, the Joie de 
Vivre was designed to be able to dock 
in the very heart of Paris and boasts 
French-inspired handcrafted furniture, 
antiques and uniquely designed suites.

Ann and Kathryn travelled to London 
to visit Ponant’s new luxury expedition 
ship, La Laperouse, which launched in 
2018 and features the multi-sensory 
underwater lounge, Blue Eye. 

Ship ViSitS 

Juliet embarked Royal Clipper in Rome 
and enjoyed a 7-night Star Clippers 
cruise exploring beautiful Sicily and 
the Amalfi Coast. 

Fay experienced a 4-night cruise 
exploring the highlights of Venice 
including St Mark’s Cathedral, the 
Doge’s Palace and the Grand Canal on 
CroisiEurope’s Michelangelo. 

Kathryn enjoyed a 7-night CroisiEurope 
cruise discovering the River Seine with 
visits to Paris, Vernon, Honfleur and 
Rouen on board Seine Princess. 

Margaret joined Hurtigruten on their 
fantastic Norwegian Coast Autumn 
Voyage and spent four nights on 
board Richard With taking in Alesund, 
Trondheim and the Lofoten Islands. 

Jade joined CroisiEurope for a 
4-night cruise exploring Paris and 
the Normandy Coast on Renoir and 
Samantha explored the stunning wine 
region of Bordeaux on Uniworld’s 
elegant River Royale. 

CruiSeS 

The team at Blue Water Holidays have first-hand experience of a wide variety of ships,  
so we can give the best advice about the amazing choice of ships from different cruise lines.  

Here are the highlights of our team’s recent trips and ship visits

Michelangelo

River Royale

Richard With 

Royal Clipper

Viking Sun 

Raymonde

La Laperouse

BUDAPEST TO THE BLACK SEA – 
GEMS OF EASTERN EUROPE 

15 days from £2,799PP
Departs from April to September 2019

DISCOVER EUROPE’S 
ICONIC WATERWAYS 

WITH RIVIERA TRAVEL

 

ABTA  No. V4744

THE DOURO, PORTO & 
SALAMANCA 

8 days from £1,399PP
Departs from April to November 2019

BURGUNDY, THE RIVER RHÔNE 
& PROVENCE 

8 days from £1,299PP
Departs from April to October 2019

Prices are based on two people sharing and are correct at time of print. Single supplements may apply. Holidays are operated by and subject to booking conditions 
of Riviera Travel, ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 protected. Subject to availability. Additional entrance costs may apply. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel.

A river cruise is one of the most relaxing ways to discover Europe – the UK’s leading river cruise provider, 
Riviera Travel, offers 14 superb-value itineraries with regional flights. Competitively priced, they include 

everything you’ll need for an unforgettable journey.

THE UK’S 

FAVO
URITE

RIVER CRUISE LINE

SO
LO

DEPARTURES 

AVAILABLE 

ON SELECTED DATES

3 NIGHT 

EXTENSIO
N 

PLUS SO
LO

DEPARTURES AVAILABLE 

ON SELECTED DATES

3 NIGHT 
EXTENSION 
PLUS SOLO

DEPARTURES 
AVAILABLE ON 

SELECTED 
DATES

THE BLUE DANUBE – VIENNA, BUDAPEST & SALZBURG 
8 days from £1,319PP

Departs from April to October 2019

Sailaway_Blue Water Holidays_Jan 2019_A4_RCD RCC RCO RCR.indd   1 30/11/2018   11:32
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NORTh 
Northern Africa offers the glories of 
ancient Egypt and the best of Arab-
Islamic culture which can be found 
in colourful Moroccan cities. For the 
experience of a lifetime, explore Egypt 
on a cruise along the magical Nile past 
famous pyramids, tombs and temples, 
to discover the greatest and oldest of 

all the ancient civilisations. Many Nile 
river cruises include a hotel stay in 
Cairo, the heart of modern-day Egypt 
and home to the Egyptian Museum. 
Just outside the city are the iconic 
Great Pyramids and the Sphinx at Giza, 
as well as the Step Pyramid of Djoser in 
Saqqara - at over 4,600 years old, this is 
Egypt’s first proper pyramid. From the 
historic city of Luxor, you can explore 
the famous Valley of the Kings, the final 

resting place of Pharaohs, including 
Tutankhamun. The wonders of Aswan 
include the Unfinished Obelisk and the 
beautiful Philae Temple complex – a  
great contrast to the huge Aswan High 
Dam, a marvel of modern engineering. 

Morocco is a diverse country, 
combining dramatic mountain ranges 
with ancient cities and sweeping 
deserts.  Discover the sights, sounds 
and aromas of exotic Marrakech with 
its colourful souks, beautiful mosques 
and Islamic monuments. In the heart 
of the city the Marjorelle Garden is an 
enchanting 12-acre botanical garden 
which offers a calming retreat, and 
the Bahia Palace is a masterpiece of 
Moroccan architecture, dating back to 
the 19th century. Casablanca is a lively 
city with superb architecture including 

the impressive Hassan II Mosque 
with its stunning minaret and 
Casablanca Cathedral which soars 
above the city. Casablanca also 
has several fascinating museums 
plus lively souks, perfect for 
souvenir shopping. The walled 
city of Fez, a short drive inland, 
is home to UNESCO-listed souks, 
14th-century religious colleges 
and the oldest university in the 
world. Tangier’s historic medina is 
a labyrinth of alleyways within a 15th-
century walled Portuguese fortress, 
overlooked by the Kasbah which 
has a museum housing fascinating 
artefacts. 

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Experience an 8-night authentic  
 sailing cruise on tall ship Star   
 Flyer from Spain to Morocco and  
 the Canaries departing 31 Oct  
 2019 from just £1314pp

2. Take a 10-night Rivera Travel    
 Nile river cruise through Egypt  
 from Cairo to Luxor departing   
 between February and October  
 2019 from just £1990pp 

CENTRAL 
African safari cruise holidays include 
a cruise along the Chobe River and 
game drives in some of Africa’s   most 

beautiful national parks. Chobe 
National Park in 

Botswana is one 
of the great wildlife 

destinations of 
Africa and is 

home to the 
continent’s   
 l a r g e s t 
population  

 
 

 

of elephants, as well as giraffes, 
zebras, lions and leopards. A trip to 
Chobe is not complete without a boat 
safari on the beautiful Chobe river 
which offers a different way to see the 
park’s hippos, crocodiles and wealth 
of birdlife, as well as opportunities to 
visit traditional African villages to learn 
about their culture and spend time 

with the locals. The vast Kruger 
National Park is one of the 

world’s most spectacular nature 
reserves and one of the greatest  

 wildlife-watching destinations 
with all of Africa’s iconic safari 

species including the Big Five –  
elephant, buffalo, leopard, lion  

and rhino. 

Each year, up to two million wildebeest 
migrate across the expansive plains of 
the Serengeti National Park in one of 
the greatest spectacles on earth. In the 
park lies the Ngorongoro Crater, one of 
the most unique natural safari sites 

in the world and an excellent place 
to interact with Maasai tribes. 
The crater was once a gigantic 
volcano and is now home to all of 
the Big Five animals. 

The immense Kariba Dam was built 
in 1955 to create the atmospheric 
Lake Kariba, one of the largest 

man-made lakes in the world at over  

140 miles long and up to 20 miles wide, 
which is fed by the mighty Zambezi 
river. Boat safaris on the lake allow 
up-close encounters with elephants, 
buffalos, crocodiles and hippos.

Victoria Falls forms a natural border 
between Zambia and Zimbabwe and 
is one of the widest waterfalls in 
the world, where the Zambezi river 
tumbles over the cliff to create ‘the 
smoke that thunders.’ The waterfall 
can be viewed on a walking tour, from 
the Devil’s Pools at the top of the falls 
or on a thrilling helicopter ride.  

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Explore Southern Africa   
 including the Chobe National   
 Park on an 8-night safari cruise  
 and tour with CroisiEurope   
 departing regularly throughout  
 2019 from just £5599pp

2. Enjoy hotel stays in Cape Town  
 and Victoria Falls plus a cruise  
 along the Zambezi River on a 
 9-night AmaWaterways safari  
 cruise and tour departing   
 throughout 2020 from just   
 £7499pp

WEST 
  The River Gambia 

National Park teems with 
wildlife, including manatees, hippos, 
crocodiles and abundant bird species.

The Chimpanzee Rehabilitation Project 
comprises Baboon Island and several 
smaller islands; although no-one is 
allowed on the islands, it is possible 
to see chimpanzees, baboons and red 
colobus monkeys on boat trips around 
the islands. Historic attractions in 

the park include the ruined 17th-
century Fort James which was built 
to house slaves awaiting ships to the 
Americas, and the ancient Wassu 
Stone Circles which are believed 
to date back to the 8th century. 

The Sine-Saloum Delta is a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve in Senegal with 
an abundance of remarkable bird 
species as well as marine turtles, 
crocodiles, dolphins and West 
African manatees and crocodiles. 
The Kachikally Sacred Crocodile Pool 
allows up-close encounters with 
crocodiles, and is known by local 
Gambians for its healing powers. 

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Join Variety Cruises on a   
 unique 7-night journey along the  
 waterways of Senegal and 
 Gambia on 46-passenger  
 Harmony V departing Jan and  
 Feb 2020 from just £1559pp

Explore this magnificent continent with its wealth of diverse 
experiences and landscapes. Admire amazing wildlife in 
countless national parks, and beyond these vast plains see the 
contrasts of Africa; the stark beauty of arid deserts, the lush 
tropical rainforests, tranquil white sand beaches and imposing 
snow-capped mountain ranges. Delve into the ancient history of 
the fascinating Egyptians, visit modern and vibrant metropolises, 
and discover the unique cultures of nomadic tribes in this 
mesmerising destination. 

Temple of Horus

Casablanca

Wassu Stone Circle

Chobe National Park

Victoria Falls
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from £2,381pp*

ABTA No.Y6393

More Choice
Four unique dining venues  

& five bars

A choice of immersive guided  
shore excursions in every port

More Active
The only open-water Sports  

Platform on the rivers

One-of-a-kind  
Zen Wellness Studio

More Luxury
Balcony Suites ranging from

355 to 710 sq. ft.

Just 196 guests, 
served by 70 crew

A NEW DIMENSION in RIVER CRUISING

AmaMagna 
THE REVOLUTIONARY DOUBLE-WIDTH SHIP

DEBUTING ON THE DANUBE MAY 2019

Italy

Slovenia

Poland

Croatia

Czech Republic

Austria

Slovakia

BUDAPEST

PASSAU

ČESKÝ KRUMLOV
VILSHOFEN

SALZBURG

LINZ

VIENNA

WEISSENKIRCHEN

Germany

Hungary

DÜRNSTEIN

AUSTRIAN
LAKE DISTRICT

BRATISLAVA
KLOSTERNEUBURG

ROMANTIC DANUBE  |  7 NIGHTS
Day 1 Embark VILSHOFEN, Germany
Day 2 VILSHOFEN & PASSAU, Germany
Day 3 LINZ, Austria
Day 4 WEISSENKIRCHEN, Austria
Day 5 VIENNA, Austria
Day 6 BRATISLAVA, Slovakia
Day 7 BUDAPEST, Hungary
Day 8 Disembark BUDAPEST, Hungary

*Terms and Conditions apply. Fare is based on 17 November 2019 Romantic Danube sailing

CONTACT BLUE WATER HOLIDAYS 
FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO BOOK

01756 706523   |   www.bluewaterholidays.com

SOUTh 
South Africa, sometimes called The 
Rainbow Nation, combines exciting 
cities, superb coastal scenery 
and beautiful vineyards amongst 
breathtaking natural mountain ranges. 
Cape Town’s setting is extraordinarily 
beautiful, crowned by the truly iconic 
Table Mountain. Take the cable car or 
hike up the mountain for unparalleled 
views and visit Robben Island for a 
guided tour of the island and its cells. 

Just outside the city picturesque 
Boulders Bay is home to a colony 
of thousands of African Penguins 
whilst the Cape Winelands offer the 
chance to learn about the wine-making 
process and enjoy wine tastings. 

Port Elizabeth is considered the 
water sports capital of South Africa 
with beautiful beaches, great surfing, 
excellent scuba diving and sensational 
marine life including dolphins and 
whales. Just north of the city is Addo 
Elephant National Park which protects 
the elephant herds that roam the 

Eastern 
Cape,   and
is one of the few national 
parks to be able to boast the  
Big Seven, due to sightings of 
great white sharks and southern 
right whales off its coastal areas.

Africa’s busiest port, Durban has 
an Asian feel with exotic sights, 
sounds and scents filling its 
warren of alleyways, bazaars and 
mosques. Durban’s spectacular 
Golden Mile is well-known for its 
watersports, lively esplanade and wide  
stretches of golden sandy beaches. 

   
     

  

Richards    
 Bay is the 

gateway to the 
wild landscapes and 

tribal beats of Zululand. At the living 
museum of Shakaland it is possible to 
interact with villagers and learn about 
their fascinating history, culture and 
heritage. A short drive from Richards 
Bay is Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, the 
oldest game reserve in Africa which 
was established by Zulu kings in 
1895. The mountainous landscape 
provides spectacular views and due 
to its small size it makes for excellent 
wildlife spotting. It is the best place 
in the world to see both black and 
white rhinos, and its Operation Rhino 
initiative is acknowledged as saving 
the White Rhino from extinction.

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Regent Seven Seas offer a   
 14-night all-inclusive luxury   
 cruise along the coast of South
 Africa from Cape Town departing  
 December 2020 from just   
 £8929pp

2. Join Le Lyrial on an 8-night   
 luxury Ponant cruise from Cape  
 Town to Durban departing
 24 March 2019 from just £2710pp

Boulders Bay

Durban’s Golden Mile

Cape Town
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Our river cruise ship was moored 
near the Eiffel Tower and as we got 
on board we were warmly greeted by 
a welcoming crew. After settling in to 
what would be our floating hotel for 
the week, we were introduced to the 
crew and the other guests. There was a 
great mix of guests joining us including 
some from Spain, France, Australia 
and Canada. CroisiEurope are a French 
family-run cruise line, established over 
40 years ago. There is a distinctly 
French flavour on board and the 
service and food receive much praise 
from Blue Water Holidays customers. 
All staff speak French and English, and 
the necessary announcements are 
made in both languages. 

Our cruise began with a full day in 
Paris to explore at leisure or take 
an optional tour of the city taking in 
all of the highlights. The panoramic 
city tour included the Latin Quarter, 
the Louvre, Champs Elysees and the 
Arc de Triomphe. There was also an 
option for the more active, walking 
along the banks of the River Seine. 
In the evening, we relaxed on the Sun 
Deck and enjoyed a ‘Paris by Night’ 
cruise, where many of the city’s iconic 
buildings along the river were lit up.

The following day began with cruising 

along the meandering Seine to Les 
Andelys from where there was an 
optional excursion to the picturesque 
Claude Monet Foundation in Giverny. 
Free time here allowed us to explore 
Monet’s beautifully restored house 
where he lived for over forty years, with 
the pink exterior, warm blue kitchen 
and yellow living room. There are many 
fantastic works of art by Monet on the 
walls including his private collection of 
Japanese prints. As we visited during 
summer, the sun was shining and the 
flowers in Monet’s gardens looked very 
colourful, set in front of Monet’s House 
and in front of the Japanese Bridge in 
the oriental themed Water Garden. 

We awoke in the small town of Duclair 
on Bastille Day, 14th July, which is 
a National Holiday in France. Here 
there was an optional Abbeys Trail 
excursion which included the Abbey 
of Saint-Wandrille and the Church 
of St Pierre, a fine example of 10th-
century Norman architecture. Those 
who stayed on board were able to 
watch the locals in the town enjoy 
celebrations at an outdoor tea dance. 
We even learnt the steps to the novelty 
Madison dance, which is very popular 
in France. In the evening we cruised to 
Honfleur, reaching the harbour in time 
for a spectacular fireworks display. 

Honfleur was my personal highlight 
during the cruise along the Seine. 
Here we enjoyed a guided walking 
tour around the town. Setting off 
from the colourful harbour, an iconic 
sight as it was featured in many  
Impressionist paintings, the tour 

included Saint Catherine’s Church, 
the largest wooden church in France. 
Instead of the tour of Honfleur, guests 
could also choose the optional full day 
excursion to the Normandy Landing 
Beaches including the towns of Omaha 
Beach and Coleville sur Mer which is 
home to an American Cemetery.

One thing not to miss on this Seine 
cruise is the spectacular light display 
at Rouen Cathedral which takes place 
at 11pm each night. Having had an 
optional guided tour of Rouen in the 
morning, which included visiting 
the location where Joan of Arc was 
burnt at the stake, we returned to the 
Cathedral in the evening for the show, 
at the suggestion of the cruise director, 
and we were not disappointed.

Each day we were able to sit out on 
deck, drink in hand, and enjoy scenic 
cruising during daylight. The banks of 
the Seine are very picturesque, so it 
was nice to have plenty of time to relax 
and take in the passing views. 

CroisiEurope offer an excellent range 
of optional excursions available to 
book onboard or in advance during the 
cruise, with at least one excursion each 
day. Whilst many guests choose to do 

all of the available excursions each 
day, it is great to be able to pick and 
choose the excursions which suit you, 
so you can tailor your trip. As I enjoyed 
this river cruise so much, I chose to do 
the same cruise again later in the year. 
Whilst I did every excursion during my 
first cruise, the second time I chose to 
explore independently most days. The 
advantage of river cruising is the ship 
mooring right in the heart of the towns 

and cities so the centres are easily 
accessible on foot and a River Seine 
cruise is perfect for both first-time 
cruisers and those who have been to 
the region before.

‘There was a great mix 
of guests from Europe, 
Australia and Canada’

The beautiful Normandy region of France is renowned for 
inspiring famous artists including Monet, Sisley and Renoir. 
A river cruise from Paris along the River Seine is the best way 
to see the region and the charming towns which featured in 
many Impressionist paintings.

Blue Water Recommends:
CroisiEurope offer a 7-night River Seine cruise from Paris, departing 
between April and October 2019 from just £1560pp including return flights 
or Eurostar and overseas transfers

‘Don’t miss the spectacular
 light display at Rouen 
Cathedral every night!’

‘CroisiEurope offer an 
  excellent range of 
optional excursions’

Highlights of the  River Seine
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THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI
With over 35 itineraries visiting 25 states, American Cruise Lines cruise along the 

rivers, as well as the coastal and inland waterways of New England, Alaska, the Pacific 
Northwest, the Mississippi River system, and the Southeast.

The “Mighty” Mississippi River has been capturing American hearts and minds for 
generations. At an astounding 2,350 miles long, this is America’s River that inspired the 
likes of Mark Twain, Louis Armstrong, and countless explorers. This legendary river and 

its many tributaries have also influenced nearly every facet of American history, from 
settlement to the Civil War.

THE LEADER IN U.S. CRUISING

*Lead-in fare is based on 2 adults sharing a cabin departing on 22.06.19 sailing (Memphis to New Orleans direction).  Price includes economy flights from London (regional 
flights on request), complimentary pre-cruise night, non UK transfers and port charges. Prices are correct at time of print, are subject to availability and can be withdrawn at 
any time.* Not included on all ships or itineraries. Subject to change.

Lower Mississippi River   
8-Day / 7-Night Cruise

New Orleans to Memphis (or in reverse) 

February - July and  
October - November 2019-2020

Complimentary pre-cruise hotel stay

FLIGHT INCLUSIVE PRICE FROM  
£4099* PER PERSON

BOOK NOW AND SAVE £320  
PER STATEROOMSome itineraries  

run in reverse.

Your itinerary

DAY 1 New Orleans, LA
 You Will Be Greeted at the Ship,  
 Welcome Reception

DAY 2 Oak Alley, LA 
 Oak Alley Plantation Tour 

DAY 3 Baton Rouge, LA 
 Historic Baton Rouge Tour, Atchafalaya  
 Basin Tour*, USS Kidd

 St. Francisville, LA
 Rosedown Plantation Tour, Stroll   
 through Town Center

DAY 4 Natchez, MS 
 Frogmore Plantation Tour, J.N. Stone   
 House Tour & Concert, Historic   
 Longwood Exploration

DAY 5 Vicksburg, MS
 Vicksburg National Military Park

DAY 6 Day of River Cruising

DAY 7 Memphis, TN
 Memphis City Experience, Deluxe   
 Graceland Tour*

DAY 8 Memphis, TN
 Departure Day

PRE  Complimentary Pre-Cruise Package

The American Ships Complimentary Amenities

Largest Staterooms in the Industry*

Complimentary Shore Excursions Everyday*

Private Balconies

Floor-to-Ceiling Sliding Glass Doors*

All Gourmet Meals

Breakfast Room Service*

Cocktail Hour for All Guests

In-Room Keurig Machine*

WiFi Throughout the Ship

Lounges, Library, and Card Room

The Sky Lounge*

Spacious Sun Deck

Pre-Cruise Packages*

Premium Bed and Bath Amenities

All-American Built Ships

New England Clam Chowder
is a rich and creamy soup made 
with tender clams, creamy 
potatoes and salty bacon – the 
ultimate comfort food! One of 
America’s most famous dishes, it 
dates back several centuries and 
was brought over from Europe 
by early French and British  
settlers.

Clean the clams then add to a large 
frying pan with the water and bring 
to the boil. 
Cover and cook for 2-3 minutes, or 
until all the clams have opened – 
throw away any that remain closed. 
Strain the clams, reserving the 
cooking liquid, then remove them 
from their shells and set aside, 
discarding the shells. 
Heat the butter in a frying pan, fry 
the bacon for 2-3 minutes, then add 
the garlic and onions and cook for 
another 2-3 minutes. 
Add the potatoes, milk, cream, bay 
leaf, nutmeg and cooking liquid 
from the clams. 
Bring to the boil then simmer gently 
until the potatoes are cooked. 
Stir in the clams and season to 
taste then serve with chopped 
parsley and sourdough bread.

The Manhattan Cocktail 
It is believed that The Manhattan 
was invented at New York City’s 
Manhattan Club over 100 years ago, 
and has remained one of the most 
popular cocktails ever since. 

50ml Bourbon or Rye Whisky

10ml Dry Vermouth

10ml Sweet Red Vermouth

Dash Angostura Bitters

Mix all the ingredients together in a 
cocktail shaker with ice. Strain into a 
chilled cocktail glass and garnish with 
lemon peel or a maraschino cherry.

ATaste of New England
New England’s unique cuisine traces its roots back to the arrival of 
the Pilgrims in Plymouth, Massachussetts in 1620. Native American 
crops were integrated into traditional English recipes, with extensive 

use of seafood due to New England’s productive seaports. 

Serves 4
1kg clams
4 slices bacon, diced
3 large potatoes, chopped into cubes
2 onions, peeled and diced
1 clove garlic, diced
300ml milk
125g double cream
75ml water
1 bay leaf
Pinch grated nutmeg
Salt and freshly ground white pepper

Blue Water Recommends:
American Cruise Lines offer a 7-night 
cruise along the coast of New England 
departing June to September 2019 
and 2020, from just £3675pp
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Mankind may have created the Seven Wonders of the World, but Mother Nature has created 
a few of her own! Planet Earth is home to many breathtaking landscapes that have been 
shaped by natural forces, and we’ve chosen our top six that are all easily visited on a cruise.  NaturallyWonderf ul

The stunning Lake Louise is located in Banff National Park in 
Canada and is surrounded by majestic snow-capped peaks. 
The Victoria Glacier forms a striking backdrop to the serene, 
turquoise waters of Lake Louise, making it one of the most 
spectacular sights in the Alberta Rockies. The area offers 
fantastic hiking trails which allow visitors to explore more 
of Banff’s dramatic scenery and perhaps spot local wildlife. 
Canoeing on Lake Louise is the best way to admire the 
astonishing turquoise waters and savour the tranquillity of 
the magnificent Rocky Mountains. 

A superb-value 19-night APT Rockies tour and Alaska cruise 
departs regularly between April and September 2019 from 
£4695pp

Lake Louise Canada

Nestled in the remote southern tip of Patagonia, the Chilean 
Fjords of Tierra del Fuego are a true splendour of nature. This 
unspoiled landscape is brimming with majestic fjords as well 
as volcanoes, waterfalls and imposing glaciers. Cruise along 
this mesmerising coastline and deep into the maze of the 
Chilean Fjords to see how the ice has carved its way between 
the mountains leaving small islands and hidden bays. Aside 
from the glorious scenery, the Chilean Fjords are teeming 
with a splendid array of wildlife including migrating whales, 
cormorants, colonies of penguins and elephant seals. 

Hurtigruten’s brand new expedition ship, Roald Amundsen, 
cruises through the Chilean Fjords on the way to Antarctica 
and the Falkland Islands in Winter 2019/20 with a 17-night 
cruise from £6877pp

Chilean Fjords Chile

The Kornati Islands are a beautiful archipelago consisting of 
140 islands covering an area of 114 square miles. Most of the 
islands are part of the Kornati National Park which showcases 
dazzling natural beauty, numerous secluded coves and crystal-
clear blue waters. The National Park was founded in 1980 
to protect the islets, reefs and marine life. Kornati’s desert-
like islands feature stark white rocks which contrast against 
the deep blue of the Adriatic Sea and create a wonderful yet 
unusual sight. This natural wonder is only accessible by boat, 
and cruising through the stunning Kornati National Park is an 
unforgettable experience. 

Variety Cruises offer a 7-night Dalmatian Coast itinerary 
which sails through the Kornati National Park, departing June 
to August 2019 from £1505pp including flights and transfers

Kornati National  
Park Croatia

Nicknamed the ‘Smoke that Thunders’ in the local Tonga 
language, Victoria Falls is one of Earth’s greatest spectacles 
and is the largest single curtain of falling water in the world. 
This breathtaking sight is located on the Zambezi River and 
creates a border between Zambia and Zimbabwe. Victoria 
Falls are best seen from the mist-soaked Zimbabwe rain-
forest which boasts an unparalleled series of amazing 
viewpoints. For an up-close, panoramic view of these awe-
inspiring falls, head to Devil’s Pool, nature’s most impressive 
infinity pool where it is possible to marvel at the sheer drop 
off the side of the falls. 

Enjoy wildlife spotting on a 3-night River Chobe cruise, and 
stay at Victoria Falls on an exclusive Blue Water 8-night 
holiday in Southern Africa between March and December 
2019 from £5599pp including flights and transfers

Victoria Falls Zambia

The iconic Pink Beach is located in Komodo National Park in 
Indonesia and is one of just seven pink beaches around the 
world. This striking pink hue comes from microscopic animals 
called Foraminifera, which produce a red pigment on the 
coral reefs. Tiny fragments from the red coral then mix with 
the white sand and create this beautifully unique pink sand. 
Snorkelling in the crystal-clear waters of Pink Beach is a must, 
with the underwater landscape boasting hundreds of species 
of both soft and hard colourful corals, and a kaleidoscope of 
fish. 

Star Clippers sail from Bali to Komodo Island between June 
and September 2019, with a 7-night cruise from £1205pp

Pink Beach Indonesia

The Bungle Bungle Mountain Range was only discovered in 
1983 and has since become one of the best loved attractions 
in Western Australia’s Kimberley region. Located in World-
Heritage listed Purnululu National Park, the Bungle Bungle 
Mountains are a fascinating maze of orange and black striped 
karst sandstone domes which rise 250 metres (820 feet) 
above the grassland. This extraordinary geological landmark 
is best explored on foot and the park features many walking 
trails through the remarkable striped domes. As well as the 
Bungle Bungle range, the southern end of Pernululu National 
Park also features long narrow chasms, hidden gorges and 
the outstanding Cathedral Gorge. 

Silversea’s 10-night Hidden Treasures of Australia luxury 
cruise visits the Bungle-Bungle Mountains and departs 
between April and July 2019 from 5415pp

Bungle Bungle 
Mountains Australia
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Cruise on Europe‘s 
beautiful waterways...

DANUBE | RHINE · MAIN · MOSELLE | RHÔNE · SAÔNE · SEINE | THE DUTCH AND BELGIAN WATERWAYS

Explore Europe in style and comfort aboard one of our many vessels and itineraries. From Amsterdam to the Danube 
Delta and the Black Sea, to the north and south of France and the beautiful scenery of the Rhine and Danube rivers, our 
cruises are designed to showcase our European heritage. 

Come aboard and experience Europe like never before!

Return flights/rail • Non-UK transfers • Accommodation on board your river cruise ship • Gourmet dining with wine, beer and soft drinks 

at lunch and dinner • 24-hour tea and coffee station • Complimentary Wi-Fi • Complimentary bicycles

Included in your fare:

Danube Rhapsody

7 nights | Apr - Oct 2019 
Passau Roundtrip 
Amadeus Classic          

River View Cabin from £1,229pp
French Balcony Cabin from £1,519pp
Suite from £1,949pp
Solo prices from £1,359

Classical Rhine

7 nights | Mar - Nov 2019 
Amsterdam - Basel 
Amadeus Silver II        

River View Cabin from £1,279pp
French Balcony Cabin from £1,589pp
Suite from £2,059pp
Solo prices from £1,429

Paris, Normandy & River Seine

7 nights | Apr - Oct 2019 
Paris Roundtrip 
Amadeus Diamond        

River View Cabin from £1,199pp
French Balcony Cabin from £1,669pp
Suite from £2,389pp
Solo prices from £1,339

Lead-in fare is based on 2 adults sharing a category C4 grade cabin (river view cabin) B4 (French Balcony), unless where indicated. Solo Traveller prices shown in a category C4 grade 
cabin (river view cabin) unless where indicated. Danube lead price date:  7 April 2019. Rhine lead price date: 29 March 2019. Seine lead price date: 23 October 2019. Price includes 
estimated economy flights from London (regional flights/rail available on request), non UK transfers and port charges. Subject to availability and can be withdrawn at any time. 

Newly 

refurbished ship

SAVE

10%
EARLY BOOKING 

DISCOUNT
WHEN YOU BOOK 

BEFORE THE END OF 
FEBRUARY 2019


