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Game, Set and Cruise!
A Cruiser’s Guide to Wimbledon Champions

Charms of the
Mekong
Cruising through
Vietnam and Cambodia

Cruising
the Shops
Our Top Shopping Destinations

Welcome!

Summer is well under way and I hope
that you are all enjoying the prolonged
good weather, even if our gardens are
not! However, there’s nothing quite like
Wimbledon fortnight to make it rain in the
UK, so take the opportunity to relax and
enjoy the latest issue of Sailaway.
We are pleased to bring you some of our
customers’ perennial favourites, with a
review of a Mekong river cruise through
Vietnam and Cambodia, a focus on Star
Clippers tall ship cruises, and features on
Scotland and the glorious River Douro.
Plan your next retail therapy trip with our
selection of the best shopping destinations
or be inspired to combine your hobbies with
a cruise in our round up of the best themed
cruises.

Latest News fro m the World of Cruise
Yorkshire Cruise
Show Returns to
Ilkley for 2018
On Tuesday 18th September 2018,
the Yorkshire Cruise Show will
return to the Kings Hall and Winter
Garden in Ilkley.

In this exciting summer of sport, we couldn’t
resist the temptation to bring you some fun
facts about former Wimbledon champions
and their home nations, enjoy!

Juliet Archer, Managing Director
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Hurtigruten’s
Plastic Pledge

Hurtigruten offers small ship cruises
along the Norwegian coastline as
well as thrilling expedition voyages to
some of the most remote regions in the
world. The company announced that
it is to ban all unnecessary single-use
plastic by Monday 2nd July 2018 in its
bid to become the world’s first plasticfree cruise line. None of the ships in the
fleet will have plastic straws, glasses
or carrier bags; all will be replaced with
environmentally-friendly options. The
announcement came just days after
the company revealed that some of
its ships will undergo an upgrade to
use liquefied natural gas and battery
propulsion.

Our third annual cruise show will
run from 2pm until 6pm and guests
will be able to watch presentations
and meet representatives from
some of the world’s leading cruise
lines, including Viking Cruises,
Riviera Travel and Hurtigruten.
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AmaDouro

Spirit of Discovery

In February 2019, Viking Ocean
Cruises’ sixth ship, 930-passenger
Viking Jupiter, will make her maiden
voyage. She will have the same iconic
features that Viking passengers have
become accustomed to, including the
Nordic spa with snow grotto, the light
and airy Wintergarden, and Infinity
Pool. Viking Jupiter will cruise to the
picturesque Norwegian fjords, the
Mediterranean and the Baltic Sea.

AmaDouro from AmaWaterways will
make her debut on the River Douro in
2019. She will accommodate just 102
guests in spacious, en-suite cabins,
many of which will feature a balcony,
as well as Entertainment-On-Demand
offering movies and unlimited Wi-Fi.
In line with the rest of the fleet, guests
will be treated to exquisite cuisine
with unlimited wine, beer and soft
drinks at lunch and dinner.

Launching in summer 2019, Spirit
of Discovery will herald a new era
for Saga Cruising. She will carry
999 guests in spacious cabins,
all with a private balcony. There
will be two pools, a theatre and an
array of restaurants including the
Grand Dining Room, speciality Asian
restaurant East to West, and a brand
new restaurant, Coast to Coast, which
will offer a variety of seafood dishes.

Blue Water Holidays is delighted to be a finalist for the Cruise Agency of the Year
Award at the prestigious Agent Achievement Awards. The glittering awards ceremony
will take place on Thursday 12th July 2018 at the Park Plaza Westminster Bridge hotel
in London. Fingers crossed we can bring another award back to Skipton!

For more details, please visit
www.yorkshirecruiseshow.com

On Sunday 20th May 2018, the team
from Blue Water Holidays took part
in an exciting Dragon Boat Race,
raising nearly £1000 for Alzheimer’s

Viking Jupiter

Blue Water Holidays Makes the Final

22 A Cruiser’s Guide to Wimbledon

All prices and offers are based on two adults sharing a cabin, are correct at time of
going to press, subject to availability, apply to new bookings only, cannot be applied
retrospectively and can be withdrawn at any time. Terms and conditions apply. All the
flight-inclusive holidays in this brochure are financially protected by the ATOL scheme.
When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask for it and check to
ensure that everything you booked (flights, cruise, hotels and other services) is listed on it.

Brand New Ships Launching in 2019

Society. The annual event took place
at the Coniston Hotel Country Estate
and Spa and was organised by
Skipton Rotary Club.

Silversea Expeditions Celebrates
10th Anniversary
On Sunday 3rd June 2018, Silversea
Expeditions celebrated 10 years of
luxury expedition cruising. One of
the company’s expedition ships,
254-passenger Silver Cloud, departed
from London Tower Bridge, honouring
the very first Silversea Expedition
voyage which sailed under the bridge
en route to Svalbard. Over the last
decade, the company has offered
expedition voyages to destinations
including Antarctica, the Galapagos
archipelago, Russian Far East and
Australia’s Kimberley Coast. Their four
expedition ships, Silver Cloud, Silver
Explorer, Silver Galapagos and Silver
Discoverer, are equipped with Zodiacs

allowing guests to get up close to
wildlife and step ashore on remote
islands. In summer 2019, guests can
join Silver Discoverer on two special
voyages which take in Borneo’s
Camp Leaky, a renowned refuge for
orangutans, to which Silversea has
exclusive access.

New Liverpool
Cruise Terminal
Initial plans for a new £50 million cruise
terminal on the River Mersey in Liverpool
have been given the green light. The
proposed terminal at Princes Jetty will
include a lounge, taxi rank and café,
with further money set aside to upgrade
the nearby road network. The existing
cruise terminal welcomed over 60 cruise
ships last year.

www.bluewaterholidays.com 01756 706523
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Cruising Specialist Heather and her husband took a 7-night
Mekong river cruise through Vietnam and Cambodia on
board AmaDara from AmaWaterways earlier this year.
My first impressions of the ship were
that it gleamed! A beautiful wooden
and brass staircase swept up from
reception, and the dark wooden
floorboards and carved furniture
oozed quality and colonial elegance.

of Eastern and Western cuisine we
were expecting. The choice, the quality
and the freshness of everything was
amazing, not to mention the brilliant
waiter service we enjoyed from start
to finish. I particularly enjoyed the
cold fruit soups served as starters
(really more like desserts), the savoury

‘The food on board

was superb for choice,
quality and freshness ’
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Our cool and spacious cabin was
a pleasure over the coming week.
The beds were really comfortable,
the en-suite bathroom was very well
equipped, we had plenty of storage,
and the inside/outside balconies were
a brilliant idea – when it was too warm
to sit out we could still enjoy the view
through the floor to ceiling windows.

rice pancakes served at the Action
Station, and the Vietnamese Pho
(noodle soup) which locals have every
breakfast time, but which we preferred
for lunch! Those with more traditional
tastes were well catered for too, with
fish and chips, steaks and salads, and
the ice cream station, which became
legendary! And if that wasn’t enough,
there was a constant supply of home
made cookies at the tea and coffee
station in The Saigon Lounge…

The food on board was superb; so
much more than just the simple fusion

Our travelling companions were
mainly Americans and Canadians,

01756 706523 www.bluewaterholidays.com

with a couple of fellow Brits, and
everyone soon became friendly. We
were separated into four small groups
for excursions, which made it easy
to get chatting to people. It didn’t
take us all very long to work out that
the in place to be was the upper deck,
on a comfy seat near the pool, drink

in hand, watching river life go by,
whilst trying to capture on film the
beautiful sunsets and fascinating
floating villages. As if that in itself
wasn’t a great way to pass the time,
we were treated to regular activities
on board as well. Fruit tasting and
cooking sessions, ice-cream and
speciality coffee parties, even bingo!
Local entertainers came on board
most nights, including Vietnamese
musicians, a Cambodian children’s
dance troupe and a local theatre
group. We enjoyed dancing and
karaoke, talks and slide shows, all
relevant to the history and culture of
the areas we were visiting.
The daily excursions were well
designed so as not to be overly long,

as the humidity was at times quite
tiring. A typical morning or afternoon
trip lasted about 2 hours and involved
a short journey on a small sampantype boat to visit a local market, craft
workshop, village or temple. We were
naturally encouraged to support the
local economy (although no-one
needed much encouraging), and I
came home with a fine selection of
silk, silver and rattan goods, only
side-stepping the fried cockroaches!

‘The daily excursions
were well designed
and varied ’

population. They did so much more
than just translate.
Probably the highlight of the trip for
me was our visit to a local elementary
school in Oknhatay village in
Cambodia. The teacher explained how
education in Cambodia is still very
inadequate since the harsh Pol Pot
regime, and it was lovely to see how
hard both the children and teachers
were working to build themselves a
better future and how the children
seemed to appreciate and relish this
opportunity to learn. We were invited
to sit next to the children and converse
in English. My little chap, although

The rickshaw, tuk-tuk and ox-cart rides
were great fun, and our visit to the
Oudong Monastery and its beautiful
gardens, followed by a surreal group
Buddhist blessing was an insightful
experience. These trips were in stark
contrast to our excursion to the Killing
Fields and Genocide Museum which,
whilst not to be missed, was definitely
not for the faint-hearted. The quality
of all the local guides was very high,
which enhanced our understanding
of and our contact with the local

www.bluewaterholidays.com 01756 706523
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only 6 years of age, was impressively
fluent in the basics, and I felt happy to
have been able to contribute in some
small way. The children then sang for
us in English “If you’re happy and you
know it” - very appropriate, as we all
came away smiling and moved by our
brief but joyful encounter.

The AmaDara is a beautiful ship, and
the trip was truly memorable for us for
several reasons. The highlight of the
cruise was most definitely the crew,
who were exceptional and could not
do enough for us; everyone said the
same. They worked so incredibly hard,

‘The crew were

‘The rickshaw, tuk-tuk

exceptional and could
not do enough for us ’

and ox-cart rides were
great fun ’

Our forays into the Vietnamese and
Cambodian countryside contrasted
well with our city tour of Phnom Penh.
We enjoyed a guided city tour and
saw the main sights including the
fabulously ornate Palace complex. As
we were moored there overnight we
took the option to disembark for the
evening and dine in one of the city
restaurants, also paying a visit to the
lively riverside night market – after all
you can never have too many pairs of
elephant pants!

atmosphere. Their thoughtfulness,
care and attention to detail was very
impressive. The cool drink and cold
towel offered on our return to ship
after an excursion, and the friendly
smile - always the friendly smile,
wherever you looked!

and yet managed to keep smiling and
remember everyone’s names - they
really were a credit to AmaWaterways
and to their respective countries. We
especially loved the way they chatted,
mingled and danced with us all after
the Farewell Cocktail Party and Dinner,
and it made for a lovely friendly

What struck me most about both
Vietnam and Cambodia was the
way people seem to be very positive
and forgiving of the past, genuinely
welcoming to tourists and moving
forward to build a better future,
despite their traumatic history
and
ever-restrictive
Communist
government regulations. In Cambodia
in particular we were greeted by
genuinely inquisitive people, all
anxious to practise their English. This
is an amazing part of the world and a
cruise must surely be the best way to
see it, to witness how the people live
and depend on the Mekong and Tonle
Sap rivers, and how it continues to
shape their future.

Blue Water Recommends:
AmaWaterways offer a 12-night River Mekong fly-cruise and tour
including hotel stays in Siem Reap and Ho Chi Minh City departing
between August 2018 and December 2019 from £2240pp

MORE PASSENGERS FROM THE UK
CHOOSE RIVIERA TRAVEL FOR THEIR

RIVER CRUISE HOLIDAYS

Great value – many excursions
included in the price

Superb dining with full-board
basis throughout

Stunning world-class
five-star ships

Direct flights or Eurostar
with regional rail connection*

Fully escorted by our
experienced cruise director

All overseas transfers
included

*Supplements may apply for Eurostar departures and are only available on selected cruises. Full Riviera Travel booking terms and conditions apply.
Prices based on two sharing and are correct at time of print.
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ABTA No. V4744

As well as purchasing must-have bargains and
delightful souvenirs, shopping is a wonderful way
to discover the style and culture of a destination.
Here are four of our favourite cities for shopping,
all easily visited on a cruise.

---------- Dubai -----------

As well as housing the world’s tallest building, Dubai is a
haven for shoppers, who travel from afar to appreciate its
luxury shopping malls and authentic souks. With more than
96 malls across the city including Dubai Mall, the world’s
largest shopping centre, shoppers are well are truly spoilt for
choice. Popular shopping malls include the Mall of Emirates,
Burjuman Mall and the Ibn Battatu Mall, each of which boast
luxury fashion brands, high street stores, boutique shops
and a vast range of entertainment. If you fancy something
different, why not visit one of Dubai’s many souks?
MSC Cruises
Dubai is historically known for its souks which are an
offer a 7-night
atmospheric experience in themselves and enlighten
Arabian Dreams cruise
the senses with a variety of sounds, scents and sights.
from Dubai departing
The best time to visit a souk is in the evening when it
between December 2018
is bustling with locals haggling for bargains. Visit Deira
and March 2019
Souk for an unforgettable shopping experience!
from £1109pp
cruise-only

-------- New York --------

Much like everything else in this extraordinary city, the New
York shopping experience is pretty spectacular. There really is
something for everyone when shopping in the Big Apple. Madison
Avenue and Fifth Avenue are a true shopper’s paradise with
extravagant labels, upscale boutiques and fashion must-haves.
Popular stores include Sak’s Fifth Ave, Barney’s and Tiffany & Co.
The city is also home to some of the best department stores
Exclusive
in the world including the famous Bloomingdales and
to Blue Water
Macy’s. Perhaps pay a visit to the Lower East Side which
Holidays, join Regent
is popular with up and coming NYC designers and has
Seven Seas’ Navigator on a
an array of delightful vintage stores, unique boutiques,
15-night fly-cruise along the
jewellery shops and flea markets. Wander through
coast of New England with
the tiny streets of Soho and check out the unusual
hotel stays in New York and
indie shops, trendy thrift stores and the abundance of
Montreal, departing 15
record stores.
September 2018 from
£6595pp
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----------- Paris -----------

Paris is undoubtably one of the finest cities in the world for
shopping and houses the world’s first ever department store, Le
Bon Marché, and the beautiful world-famous Galeries Lafayette
department store. Much like New York, each neighbourhood
in Paris has its very own style! If glitz and glam is what you’re
looking for, Triangle d’Or and Champs-Élysées located in the
8th arrondissement are home to global chains and flagship
haute couture fashion houses. The Latin Quarter is every
book-lover’s dream with a range of book stores including
the iconic Shakespeare and Co bookshop. For an
We offer a wide
unmissable shopping experience visit the Marché
range of cruises along
aux Puces de Saint-Ouen which is the largest flea
the River Seine from
market in the world selling antiques, vintage items and
Paris throughout 2018
second-hand
gems.
and 2019 from
just £572pp

--- Ho Chi Minh City ---

Shopping in Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon) is the perfect
way to experience the local culture, as the traditional street
markets play a central role in the daily lives of locals. The
vibrant markets line the busy streets, selling everything from
locally-sourced fruit and vegetables to Vietnamese coffee
beans and tasty street food. Deeper into the city you can
find marketplaces that specialise in niche items such as war
memorabilia, quality silks, hand-woven fabrics, authentic
woodwork and ceramics. Must-visit hotspots in Ho Chi Minh
City include Bến Thành Market and Cholon. Bến Thành
Market is the city’s central market selling everything
Cruise through
from local produce to fashionable clothing but the real
Vietnam and
highlight of is the night-market stalls which are open
Cambodia along the
until midnight. Alternatively, Cholon Market is great
Mekong river with hotel
for experiencing the local Buddhist culture and has a
stays in Ho Chi Minh
bustling atmosphere, opulent Chinese architecture and
City and Siem Reap
an array of handicrafts, lacquerware and textiles.
from £2240pp

www.bluewaterholidays.com 01756 706523
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Scotland is a land steeped in history, with fascinating long-standing
traditions and cultures. Uncover mysterious ancient sites, amazing
wildlife and dramatic scenery, from purple heather-clad glens to
white sandy beaches on remote islands.
The dramatic Caledonian Canal winds
through the scenic Great Glen in the
very heart of the Scottish Highlands.
Engineered by Thomas Telford, the
Caledonian Canal was opened in
1822 and stretches over 60 miles
from Inverness to Fort William, past
picturesque villages, wild forests,
majestic mountains and romantic

castles. Sail across atmospheric Loch
Ness, Loch Oich, Loch Lochy and
Loch Linnhe to emerge on Scotland’s
west coast in the shadow of mighty
Ben Nevis.

‘Argyll’s secret

coast is perfect for
nature lovers’
Explore the hauntingly beautiful
Inner Hebridean islands of
Mull, Skye, Iona and
Eigg. See the
famous

brightly-painted waterfront of
Tobermory, explore the imposing
Duart Castle on Mull and revel in the
peace and quiet at Iona’s historic
abbey. Enjoy a drink at the most
remote pub in the British Isles at
Inverie before crossing the sea to Skye
and the picturesque town of Portree.
The Inner Hebrides are also home to
some of the best single malt whiskies
in Scotland. The tiny island of Islay is
home to eight distilleries producing
distinctive peaty malts, including the
world-famous Laphroaig, Lagavulin
and Ardbeg.
The magical Outer Hebrides are
scattered with hundreds of
sublimely secluded islands,
forming a world apart that
is little-known

and accessible to the very few. Take a
step back in time at the 15th-century
Kisimul Castle on Barra and visit the
Callanish Standing Stones on the
Isle of Harris. Explore the ancient
sites of Barpa Langass and Pobull
Fhinn on North Uist. Fingal’s Cave,
just off the island of Staffa, is one of
Scotland’s great natural wonders with
magnificent hexagonal black basalt
columns, and was the inspiration
for Mendelssohn’s famous Hebrides
Overture. Argyll’s secret coast is
perfect for nature lovers, with the
chance to spot deer, otters, buzzards,
golden eagles, red squirrels and even
basking sharks whilst exploring the
rugged coastline.

‘Discover the

ancient cultures of
the Shetland and
Orkney Island’

Discover the natural beauty,
fascinating wildlife and ancient
cultures of the far-flung Shetland and
Orkney Islands. Uncover 4,000 years
of history on the Shetland Islands at
the impressive archaeological site
of Jarlshof and learn more about
the archipelago’s past at Lerwick’s

Shetland Museum which features
archaeological and maritime exhibits.
Explore the history of the Orkney
Islands through Neolithic standing
stones and the well-preserved ancient
village of Skara Brae, and discover the
Viking heritage of Kirkwall at St Magnus
Cathedral. The village of Invergordon
is the gateway to the castles, historic
battlefields and superb scenery of the
beautiful Scottish Highlands while
Edinburgh can be visited from
the ports of Rosyth and Leith.
Scotland’s capital is an
eclectic

mix of medieval streets, 18th-century
monuments and elegant Georgian
terraces with attractions including
the famous Royal Mile, Palace
of Holyroodhouse and
Arthur’s Seat.

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Take a unique 7-night Scottish
Highlands and Islands cruise on
Lord of the Glens from Inverness
departing between April and 		
September 2019 from £1649pp
2. Cruise and Maritime Voyages offer
no-fly cruises to Scotland and
the Faroes from regional ports
including London Tilbury, Poole,
Newcastle and Dundee departing
October 2018, April and July 2019
from £709pp
3. Join luxurious Hebridean 		
Princess on a range of Hebridean
Island Cruises from Oban, 		
Greenock and Invergordon
around the Scottish Islands
departing between March and
November 2019 from £1870pp
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The unique and elegant way to sail
The Highlands and Islands of Scotland,
Orkney and Shetland, Northern Ireland and the Isle of Man
Despite the modern fashion for large ﬂoating resorts, we believe that there will always
be a place for the small, intimate and the personal.
Personal service means the rare delight of dealing with people who care passionately
about what they are doing, whether ashore or aﬂoat. Hebridean Princess encourages
personal service and a depth of involvement from our staﬀ who take pride in always
delivering our promises – in every detail, impeccably and without compromise.
Our aim is to surpass your expectations and make your cruise with us a uniquely
memorable occasion. During 2019, Hebridean Princess will oﬀer a host of themed
cruises including gastronomy, classical music, whisky, castles and gardens as well as
four new ‘Footloose’ walking itineraries including ‘Footloose in Orkney and Shetland’
and ‘Footloose to the Emerald Isle’.

Explore Europe in true style and comfort aboard one of our many vessels and itineraries. From Amsterdam to the
Danube Delta and the Black Sea, to the north and south of France and the beautiful scenery of the Rhine and Danube
rivers, our cruises are designed to showcase our European heritage.

Included in your fare:
Return flights/rail • Non-UK transfers • Accommodation on board your river cruise ship • Gourmet dining with wine, beer and soft
drinks at lunch and dinner • 24-hour tea and coffee station • Complimentary Wi-Fi • Complimentary bicycles

Come aboard and experience Europe like never before!

Sailings which showcase the natural world and remote archipelago of St Kilda will also
feature in the 2019 cruise line up, in addition to popular favourites such as the
Captain’s springtime and autumn surprises.

We look forward to welcoming you on board in 2019.

Treasures of Burgundy & Provence

2019 CRUISE DIRECTORY OUT NOW

7 nights - 28th March 2019
Lyon roundtrip
Amadeus Provence
River View Cabin from £1129pp
French Balcony Cabin from £1549pp
Solo prices from £1249

Classical Rhine
7 nights - 29th March 2019
Basel to Amsterdam
Amadeus Silver II
River View Cabin from £1229pp
French Balcony Cabin from £1499pp
Solo prices from £1359

Danube Rhapsody
7 nights - 7th April 2019
Passau roundtrip
Amadeus Classic
River View Cabin from £1179pp
French Balcony Cabin from £1459pp
Solo prices from £1299

Lead-in fare is based on 2 adults sharing a category C4 grade cabin or a single passenger in a C4 grade cabin. All prices include estimated flights and non-UK
transfers. *£1pp deposit based on the cruise, flights must be paid at time of booking confirmation, full deposit due 8 weeks after booking confirmed. Applicable only
to 2019 departures.

What’s New?

As the leading specialist in river and small ship cruising, we are always looking for new
cruises and cruise lines to add to our collection. New for 2018, enjoy luxury, all-inclusive
river cruises from Crystal River Cruises, cruise the exotic coastlines of South-East Asia with
Intrepid Travel, or discover the mighty Great Lakes and New England with Victory Cruise Lines.

Crystal River Cruises
Guests can enjoy an unrivalled standard of all-inclusive
luxury river cruising on the popular Rhine and Danube
rivers. The company’s five stylish all-suite ships - Crystal
Mozart, Crystal Bach, Crystal Mahler, Crystal Debussy
and Crystal Ravel – have some of the largest suites
on European rivers, each with dedicated butler service.
Suites also feature a Nespresso coffee machine, walk-in
wardrobe and fridge.
Crystal’s award-winning chefs create culinary
masterpieces, using the finest and freshest local
ingredients. Guests can enjoy dining in the elegant
Waterside Restaurant, casual Blue Bar & Grill, and
Viennese-inspired Bistro, or take advantage of in-suite
dining, available twenty-four hours a day. Unlimited
complimentary drinks including champagne, fine wines
and soft drinks are available throughout each cruise.
Crystal River Cruises offer destination-led itineraries,
carefully designed to immerse guests in the history
and culture ashore, as well as onboard during enriching
activities. A choice of complimentary shore excursions
showcase the treasures of each region.
Visit the highlights of the Danube river on an all-inclusive
luxury cruise from Budapest to Vienna departing March to
November 2019 from £1775pp cruise-only

Victory Cruise Lines
Victory Cruise Lines offer all-inclusive small ship
cruises on all five of North America’s Great Lakes and
the St Lawrence River, plus voyages showcasing the
kaleidoscope of autumn colours in picturesque New
England in the fall.
Boutique sister ships, Victory I and Victory II, launched
in 2016 and 2018 respectively, carry just 202 guests
and over 80 experienced crew members, meaning a
high level of personal service is guaranteed. In depth
shore excursions led by knowledgeable local guides
and specialists, and an onboard enrichment program
enhance each itinerary.
The Great Lakes Grand Discovery voyage explores
North America’s maritime history. Cross four of the
Five Great Lakes (Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, Lake Huron
and Lake Michigan), whilst viewing Lake Superior from
the impressive Soo locks. This unique voyage also
takes in the mighty Niagara Falls. The French-Canadian
Maritimes itinerary explores the French-Canadian cities
of Quebec and Montreal and includes a cruise through
the beautiful scenery of the St Lawrence River. Coastal
New England explores the old-world charm of Newport
and stunning Bar Harbor, gateway to the picturepostcard vistas of Acadia National Park.
Join Victory II on a 7-night all-inclusive cruise New England
and Canada cruise from Boston to Halifax departing
September and October 2018 from £2249pp cruise-only.
2019 dates due to be released soon!

Intrepid Travel
We are delighted to offer four exciting new cruises to
the wonders of South-East Asia on board 49-passenger
Panorama II, able to visit ports inaccessible to larger
vessels.
Discover the unspoiled paradise of Phong Nha-Ke
Bang National Park and some of Vietnam’s most iconic
sights, including UNESCO-listed Halong Bay with its
majestic limestone formations, and the former imperial
capital of Hue. Or explore the southern coast of Vietnam
with highlights including Phan Tiet, home to the large
reclining Buddha, Mui Nu, and delightful Hoi An, not
forgetting idyllic Dao Ly Son Island, the perfect place to
paddle board and snorkel. Panorama II also cruises the
stunning west coast of Malaysia and Thailand visiting
unspoiled and rarely-visited isles off the west coast of
Southern Thailand.
Complimentary shore excursions are included on all
itineraries and provide a fascinating insight into local
life, history and culture. The menu on board is always
tailored to the regions visited allowing guests to sample
the delicious local delicacies.
Enjoy a 7-night island-hopping cruise around the rarelyvisited areas off the coast of Thailand departing December
2018 to February 2019 from £1704pp cruise-only
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Experience the Ponant Moment
10:45 am
62° 56’ 27.35’’ S
60° 33’ 19.35’’ W

Getting to Know... Samantha
Our Cruise Specialist tells us where she’s been, which ships she’s
seen and why stretchy trousers are so important!

How long have you worked
at Blue Water Holidays?
I have worked at Blue Water for around
14 years now, and I love my job!

Which is your favourite
cruise ship?
I have too many favourites! I struggle
to choose between the Oceania
Insignia, the Royal Clipper and the
Scenic Jasper. The Oceania Insignia
serves the finest lobster mac and
cheese I’ve EVER had. I had the chance
to climb the rigging to the crow’s
nest when sailing the Caribbean
onboard the Royal Clipper, and
the Scenic Jasper has the best
butler service ever in my opinion.

have had that experience. Visiting
the Normandy Landing Beaches to
learn all about the D-Day landings was
particularly amazing; it was a very
moving experience that I will never
forget.

What is your favourite
memory from cruising?
My favourite memory from my many
years of cruising has to be the first
sunset sail away on the Royal Clipper
out of Antigua. We sat out on the
sun deck listening to the hauntingly
beautiful sound of Vangelis Conquest
of Paradise and
sipped some
delicious
cocktails as
we watched
the sun set.

All aboard a luxurious yacht on an intimate scale, live the intensity and privilege of a
real expedition in 5-star comfort. A Bilingual French crew, refined gastronomy, landings
inaccessible to large ships: discover the treasures of the World by sea with PONANT.

Winter 2018-2019: 25 departures starting at £ 7,995 pp
Flights roundtrip from London included
For more information contact:
01756 706523

PONANT Bonus Fare per person based on double occupancy, subject to change,
economy class flights to & from London included subject to availability, pre
and post services included subject to availability, port and air taxes included.
PONANT Bonus fare is susceptible to change depending on availability at the
moment of reservation. More information is available at www.ponant.com.
Document and photos for illustrative purposes only. Photo credit: © PONANTNathalie Michel - François Lefebvre.

Is there a cruise that
you would like to do in
the future?
I think I would enjoy the Scenic Eclipse
ocean ship in Antarctica, it looks truly
amazing. I would also like to go on
Ponant’s brand new ship La Laperouse
to watch the marine life of Indonesia
from the unique, underwater Blue Eye
lounge.

Antarctic 5-star Expedition Cruises
Whales, penguins, breathtaking vistas of the White Continent’s ice flows
& icebergs, zodiac expeditions in the company of experienced and passionate guides
and naturalists...

I also want to see the ‘green frogs’ in
the Galapagos Islands, and I’d love
to cruise the Irrawaddy River through
Burma where you can take a balloon
ride over Bagan.

Which excursion did you
enjoy the most?

Do you have any top tips for
someone going on a cruise?

It’s really difficult to choose one
particular favourite excursion so
I’m going to mention my top three.
Whale-watching off the coast of
Norway with Hurtigruten was very
magical, there were so many whales
swimming alongside us, including
babies! Receiving a private blessing
from a Buddhist Monk in Oudong,
Cambodia, is also a firm favourite
and I feel very humbled to

Always take a good camera, be
adventurous and try a destination that
you may not have considered before,
add pre or post stays onto your cruise
to get the very most out of your holiday,
always be prepared to be pampered,
and lastly, take stretchy trousers to
make room for all of the fabulous food!

Is there anywhere you
haven’t yet been that is
on your bucket list?
I really want to visit Antarctica
to see the stunning scenery and
wildlife, and I’d like to go to Costa
Rica and explore the national parks.

Is there a destination that
you would like to one day
return to?
I’d love to go back to Norway, it
was without a doubt my favourite
destination. I’d particularly like to do a
Winter Round Voyage with Hurtigruten
and stay in one of the Gamme Cabins
at the Snow Hotel.

www.bluewaterholidays.com 01756 706523
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Friendly Crew
The Star Clippers crew provide
immaculate service, in a natural,
friendly and welcoming way. Star
Clippers is a family owned company,
and you really do feel like the crew
and guests are part of the family. On
my most recent cruise, one of the
bar staff remembered me from the
previous year, and my husband from
a cruise two years before! I have to
give a special mention to the crew
talent show, also the emotional song
at dinner at the end of the cruise - it
creates a wonderful atmosphere.

Juliet Archer from Blue Water Holidays explains why
sailing with Star Clippers is such a unique experience
I remember the moment I first set eyes on the Royal
Clipper. It was a beautiful sunny day in Monaco, and the
multi-million pound luxury yachts lining the harbour paled
into insignificance beside the dramatic spectacle of Royal
Clipper with all 42 sails billowing in the breeze. I’ve cruised
on a lot of ships and been very fond of some of them, but
there are no other ships that can make you fall in love quite
like the Star Clippers fleet.
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2. Savour the lesser-known
delights of Corsica and
the French Riviera with
visits to blissful
beaches, national parks
and citadel towns with
regular 7-night sailings
on Royal Clipper from 		
Cannes between May
and October 2019 from
£1405pp

The ships are unique; graceful and
beautiful in the style of the legendary
clipper ships that used to cross
the oceans. On board Star Clippers
you really do feel the romance and
traditions of sailing without sacrificing
any creature comforts. Well-designed
cabins with marble bathrooms make
you feel at home, but the real action
is in the informal outdoor Tropical
Bar, or on deck where you can relax
on the sunbeds and in the dipping
pools, watching the experienced
sailors bring these ships to life. Unlike
other ships, you can help the sailors,
climb the rigging to the crow’s nest, or
(my favourite!) lie on the nets beside
the bow sprit and watch the sea
beneath you.

3. Visit the beautiful Greek
Islands of Skopelos and
Skiathos where Mamma
Mia was filmed, on a
7-night cruise on board
Star Flyer in May, June
and August 2019 from
£1291pp

4. Discover Indonesia’s
exotic beauty and
ancient traditions on
a 7-night cruise on
Star Clipper from Bali
between May and 		
October 2018 and 2019
from £1205pp

Don’t forget, we can package any Star Clippers cruise
with flights, hotel stays and transfers to suit!

01756 706523 www.bluewaterholidays.com

My all-time memorable Sail Away
was leaving Venice on Royal Clipper
at sunset with a glass of champagne
in hand and Vangelis playing in
the background. Even in the most
beautiful city in the world, people
stopped and stared as the stunning
Royal Clipper sailed past, such a
moving experience.

True Sailing Ships

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Explore stunning 		
Caribbean islands from
Barbados on Royal
Clipper between
December and March
every winter, with 		
two alternating 7-night
itineraries visiting St
Lucia, Antigua and
idyllic island hideaways
from £1098pp

Sail Away

Delicious Dining
Magnificent buffet breakfasts with
a fantastic omelette station, lavish
themed lunch buffets, superb a la
carte dining in the evening – dining
on Star Clippers is a real treat. All
meals are served in the spacious
open seating dining room, perfect for
spending time with new friends. The
afternoon snacks and midnight treats
are always well received, even if you
didn’t think you were hungry!

Unique Destinations
Star Clippers specialise in visiting
destinations off the beaten track,
so wherever you choose to sail you
can guarantee to avoid the crowds.
In the last few years, I have explored
tiny harbour towns on Corsica, sleepy
Croatian ports with stunning Venetian
architecture, and enjoyed idyllic beach
stops on unspoilt Caribbean islands
where you can sample the watersports
on offer or just take a lazy swim. It’s
always entirely up to you how much or
how little you choose to do.

Fact File
Royal Clipper 228 passengers
Sails the Caribbean from Barbados in
Winter, and the Western Mediterranean
including Italy, Croatia and the south of
France in Summer, with transatlantic
crossings in March and October

Star Clipper 170 passengers
Spends the year in South East Asia,
visiting Thailand and Malaysia in Winter
and Bali and Indonesia in Summer

Star Flyer 170 passengers
Explores the Caribbean from St Martin
in Winter and the Eastern Mediterranean
from Athens in Summer, with transatlantic crossings in March and October

Coming Soon!
Flying Clipper 300 passengers
The eagerly-awaited new ship from Star
Clippers will be launching soon - contact
us to be the first to hear the news.

www.bluewaterholidays.com 01756 706523
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STAR CLIPPERS
TALL SHIP CRUISES THAT DREAMS ARE MADE OF...

STAR CLIPPERS

A Singapore Fling
Singapore should be at the top of everyone’s bucket list; with its spectacular skyline, tropical

beach, glorious gardens and historic temples there is something for everyone in this constantly evolving city.

Culture

ATTRACTIONS

SHOPPING

Chinatown is proud of its heritage,
with countless ornate Chinese, Hindu
and Buddhist temples. Visit the richlydecorated Sri Mariamman Temple, the
oldest Hindu temple in Singapore with
its remarkable Buddha Tooth Relic
Temple that houses the sacred relic
in a giant solid gold stupa. Discover
the world’s largest public collection
of modern Southeast Asian art at the
National Gallery Singapore, set in the
beautifully restored former City Hall
and Supreme Court buildings.

No trip to Singapore is complete
without a visit to the dazzling Botanic
Gardens which include the exotic

Singapore is a shopaholic’s nirvana,
from the flagship designer boutiques
on the famous Orchard Road to the
colourful street markets in Chinatown,
Bugis Street and Little India. For a
shopping experience with a difference
the Marina Bay Sands resort is home
to luxury high-end brands, a 57th floor
observation deck and the world’s
largest rooftop infinity pool looking out
over the city’s breathtaking skyline.

National Orchid Garden. In Gardens
by the Bay, walk along suspended
walkways between huge tree-shaped
vertical gardens and see the world’s
tallest indoor waterfall at the Cloud
Forest. Enjoy the free Spectra
light and water extravaganza at
Event Plaza with its dancing water
fountains, cutting-edge laser show
and orchestral soundtrack. Have your
picture taken beside the mythical
Merlion statue: half lion, half fish, it’s a
must-see when visiting the city.

YOUNG AT HEART

Singapore to Phuket
Departs UK 22nd November 2018
7 nights aboard Star Clipper
Visiting: Singapore | Malacca | Langkawi | Ko Adang
Phang Nga Bay | Ko Hong | Ko Miang or Ko Similan | Phuket
Price includes return in-direct flights from London, 1 night pre
cruise stay at the Shangri La Hotel in Singapore, return non-UK
transfers and port charges.

From £1,999pp
Lead in fare is based on 2 adults sharing a category 6 cabin unless stated otherwise. Includes full board cruise, port charges, return flights, hotels and return non-UK
transfers where stated. Single supplement ranges from 50% when booking a Category 6 – Category 2 Cabin and 100% for Categories 1 and above. Please be aware
sighting of Komodo Dragons aren’t guaranteed. All prices are correct at time of print, are subject to availability and/or change, and can be withdrawn at any time.

Call Blue Water Holidays on

01756 706523

FOOD AND DRINK
Due to its melting-pot of cultures,
Singapore is best known for its
Chinese, Indian and Malay-inspired
food. Signature dishes include fish
head curry, chilli crab and laksa
noodles; these are best enjoyed at
hawker centres and traditional street
markets scattered all over the city.
For a more luxurious experience
stop by the lavish colonial-inspired
Raffles Hotel for an ice-cold authentic
Singapore Sling at the Long Bar.

Singapore’s Sentosa Island is a
playground for all ages. Take the cable
car across to the island to experience
exciting rides and shows at Universal
Studios, enjoy thrilling waterslides at

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Embark on a unique Star Clippers
cruise from Borneo to Singapore
in May or October 2019
from £1546pp cruise only, with
packages available to suit
2. Enjoy a 14-night Viking Ocean
fly-cruise from Thailand to
Malaysia with a full day in 		
Singapore in November 2018 and
March 2019 from just £3945pp

Adventure Cove Waterpark or explore
the magical marine world at S.E.A.
Aquarium. Back in the city, walk on
the wild side with a visit to Singapore
Zoo or get an unusual glimpse into
the world of nocturnal animals at
the Night Safari. The Singapore Flyer
observation wheel offers stunning
panoramic views over the city and
overlooks the Formula One Singapore
Grand Prix circuit.

www.bluewaterholidays.com 01756 706523
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Game, Set and Cruise!
With Wimbledon well underway, our thoughts turn
to strawberries and cream, and exciting tennis
players from around the world. We’ve picked some
of our favourite former Wimbledon champions and
how you can explore their homelands by cruise
VENUS & SERENA WILLIAMS
USA

With 12 Wimbledon singles titles between
them, the Williams sisters have also won
the doubles on no less than six occasions!

MARIA SHARAPOVA

STEFFI GRAF

Russia

Germany

Steffi Graf achieved seven Wimbledon
singles titles and is the only tennis
player to have won all four Grand
Slam titles at least four times.

FRED PERRY
Britain

Cruise through Germany

When Fred Perry won Wimbledon in
the 1930s, he was given a shopping
voucher and replica trophy, a complete
contrast to the millions of pounds won
by the champions of today!

Join Amadeus River Cruises on a
7-night Classical Rhine river cruise from
Amsterdam to Basel departing March to
October 2019 from £1229pp

Cruise the British Isles
Cruise and Maritime Voyages have a
fantastic choice of cruises around
the British Isles from regional ports
departing August to December 2018,
and March to October 2019 from £724pp

Maria Sharapova won her first
Wimbledon title at just 17 years old
and was the first Russian woman to
be crowned number one in the world
tennis rankings

Cruise through Russia
Enjoy a 12-night Treasures of Russia
river cruise including hotel stays in
Moscow to St Petersburg with Volga
Dream departing May to September
2019 from £3245pp

MARTINA NAVRATILOVA
Czech Republic

Cruise the United States
Victory Cruise Lines have a unique 9-night
all-inclusive cruise exploring America’s Great
Lakes departing July to October 2018 and
May to October 2019 from £4999pp

Nine-times Wimbledon champion
Martina is the only tennis player to
have maintained the world number
one spot in both singles and doubles
tennis for over 200 weeks.

Cruise and Stay in Prague
Uniworld Boutique River Cruises offer a
9-night all-inclusive luxury Danube river
cruise including a 2-night hotel stay in
Prague departing May to October 2019
from £2699pp

RAFAEL NADAL
Spain

Following his first Wimbledon victory
in July 2008, the Astronomical
Observatory of Mallorca named an
asteroid between Jupiter and Mars
after him!

Cruise Spanish islands
Join Royal Clipper on a 7-night Star
Clippers cruise from Malaga to the
Balearic Islands and Corsica departing
27 April 2019 from £1266pp
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GORAN IVANISEVIC
RENE LACOSTE
France

Rene Lacoste, nicknamed ‘The
Crocodile’, won Wimbledon in 1925
and was one of the Four Musketeers,
French tennis stars who dominated
the game in the 1920s.

Cruise the South of France
Join new ship Emerald Liberté on a
7-night River Rhône cruise from Lyon to
Arles with Emerald Waterways departing
April to October 2019 from £1695pp

01756 706523 www.bluewaterholidays.com

LLEYTON HEWITT

Croatia

Australia

Goran Ivanisevic is the only tennis
player to win the men’s singles title
at Wimbledon as a wild card when he
won in 2001, ranked just 125th in the
world!

In November 2001 Hewitt became the
youngest male ever to be ranked No.
1 in the world in singles at the age of
20, before going on to win his only
Wimbledon title in 2002.

Cruise the Croatia Coast

Cruise Australia’s Coast

Explore the highlights of Croatia on
a 7-night Riviera Travel cruise from
Dubrovnik departing May to October
2019 from £1499pp

Take a once-in-a-lifetime cruise around
Australia and New Zealand with Viking
Ocean Cruises with several dates in
Winter 2019/20 from £6099pp

www.bluewaterholidays.com 01756 706523
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The Sights and Sounds of

Cuba
Kathryn joined Variety Cruises’ yacht Harmony V in
March, for a 7-night cruise around Cuba from Havana
I arrived in Havana and was eager to
see my ship for the week, Harmony V.
Carrying only 49 passengers, it is
a small but modern ship, and its
compact size meant there was a
very sociable atmosphere on board.
Harmony V has been designed to
enable guests to easily spend time
together. The dining area was set out
in tables of 6-8 and doubled up as a
place to relax and watch films with
fellow guests. The sun deck was the
perfect place for enjoying a drink
whilst taking in the stunning views.

‘There was a very

sociable atmosphere
on board Harmony V ’

Whilst one of the main highlights of
Variety Cruises’ Mediterranean cruises
is the chance to enjoy swimming
and snorkelling; this itinerary has
been specially designed to focus
on the culture and history of the
destination. Cuba is still reeling from
a commercial, economic and financial
embargo, so the carefully selected
optional excursions on this cruise
ensure guests leave having really
experienced the culture of Cuba. We
gained a good understanding of how
Cuba’s history has influenced how the
country is today.

Our week on board took us from
Havana, around the south-western
tip of Cuba and along the coast to
Cienfuegos. Havana was a great
introduction to Cuba! A walking tour

showcased the highlights and taught
us about the impact that Fidel Castro’s
revolt against the Cuban President
had on Cuba. Havana’s main square
was filled with musicians and ladies
in traditional Cuban clothes, a very
colourful sight. Whilst in Havana,
there is one thing that you must do take a ride in a vintage car. After our
tour we enjoyed a ride to a bar where
Ernest Hemingway once drank.

so grateful to have the opportunity to
enhance their artistic talents whilst
at school. As the excursions offered
with this cruise are designed to show
Cuba’s culture, after a tour of Trinidad
we also enjoyed a visit to the home
of artist Lazaro Niebla who creates
fantastic portraits of locals, carved
out of wood.

‘The excursions offered
are designed to show
Cuba’s culture’

A stop at Maria La Gorda meant
we could visit the Guanahacabibes
National Park before relaxing on the
beach, ending the day with a fantastic
beach BBQ with the group. The
highlight of the trip for me however,
was Isla Juventud. Here the guide
took us to visit a local arts school. The
children, who were focussing on dance
and music alongside their normal
curriculum, were all eager to perform
for us and it was a delight to see their
enthusiasm. Cuba prides itself on its
education and healthcare systems,
and you could see these children were

Cuba is a fascinating country with
a rich history and definitely worth
visiting. The island offers a mix of
incredible architecture in cities such
as Havana, Cienfuegos and Trinidad,
whilst being home to stunning natural
beauty and white sand beaches.

Blue Water Recommends:
The 7-night Sights and Sounds
of Cuba cruise departs between
December 2018 and March 2019,
from just £2795pp including
flights and transfers

www.bluewaterholidays.com 01756 706523
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Going for

Gold

The spectacular River Douro is one of Europe’s most
untouched and beautiful rivers and is known primarily for
Port, a fortified wine that has been produced in the Douro
Valley for two thousand years.
The River of Gold, now a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, meanders
past steep terraced vineyards,
whitewashed wine-producing quintas,
restored palaces and places of
pilgrimage on its journey through
northern Portugal’s dramatic gorges
to the sea at Porto.

‘Enjoy amazing views
over the Douro and
its steep terraced
vineyards’

Porto’s narrow streets wind up to
a city centre dramatically set high
above the river and packed with
broad squares, neoclassical buildings
and lavishly-tiled Baroque churches.
Explore the winding medieval streets
and cobbled alleys of the colourful
Ribeira district which is dominated
by the arching Dom Luís I bridge, or
admire the 20,000 azulejo ceramic
tiles at the stunning Sao Bento railway
station.

Peso da Régua played an important
role in the production of port wine as it
was here that barrels would be loaded
onto wooden ‘rabelos’ and sailed
downriver to be aged in Vila Nova de
Gaia at the mouth of the Douro. The
pretty town is home to the Douro
Museum, set in a converted riverside
warehouse, which tells the story of the
region’s winemaking history. Regua is
also the gateway to the ancient city
of Lamego, set amid vineyards at
the base of a sweeping flight of blue
and white tiled steps leading to the

magnificent baroque Shrine of Nossa
Senhora dos Remédios. Try Lamego’s
raposeira, a refreshing sparkling wine,
if you want a change from port.

‘Mateus Palace’s striking
Baroque façade is
instantly recognisable’

Vila Real is a typical Portuguese
town, home to a 15th-century Gothic
cathedral, the imposing Nova Chapel
and the legendary Mateus Palace
and Gardens. Featured on bottles of
the famous Mateus rosé wine, the
palace’s striking Baroque façade is
instantly recognisable and its gardens
are considered to be amongst the
most beautiful in Europe.
Enjoying a spectacular position
at the heart of Port wine country,
Pinhão is surrounded by steep, rocky
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vineyards. It is famous for its old
train station, wonderfully decorated
with blue painted tiles displaying
panoramic scenes of the wine
harvest. Take a guided tour of the
Quinta do Seixo winery which enjoys
amazing views over the Douro and
its steep terraced vineyards. The tour

provides a demonstration of the
production methods behind Port wine,
a stroll through the 100-year-old vines,
and of course a tasting of several
delicious Port wines!

Blue Water Recommends:
1. CroisiEurope offer 5 and 7-night
fly-cruises along the Douro from
Porto departing between April
and October 2019 from £820pp
2. Join Riviera Travel on a superbvalue 7-night River Douro
fly-cruise from Porto with regular
departures between April and
November 2019 from £1299pp

Although not on the banks of the
Douro, UNESCO-listed Salamanca,
Spain’s ancient seat of learning, is
often visited on excursions. Admire
the city’s extraordinary Romanesque,
Arab and Christian architectural
treasures including the magical Plaza
Mayor, two impressive cathedrals and

3. Viking Cruises’ 9-night fly-cruise
and stay includes a pre-cruise
extension in Lisbon before a
7-night cruise along the Douro
departing between March and
December 2019 from £1345pp
spectacular 15th-century House of
Shells, and perhaps enjoy a traditional
Flamenco show.

www.bluewaterholidays.com 01756 706523
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Discover Europe on a
Luxury APT River Cruise.

A river cruise with APT is the most relaxing and stylish way to discover Europe’s waterways. Enjoy ever-changing
views, exceptional dining and stylish surroundings aboard your river ship. On shore, enjoy carefully-crafted excursions
led by expert local guides who will bring the history and culture of each destination to life.

So much is included:
Excursions & local experiences
The finest accommodation

15 Day Magnificent
Europe

†

Private home-to-airport transfers#

Departures from March to December 2019

Return flights from the UK
On board dining & drinks

From only

Save £1,400* per
couple

8 Day Rhine Treasures

8 Day Grand Bordeaux

Amsterdam to Basel

Bordeaux return

Meander through striking
landscapes of fairytale castles and
medieval towns. Taste the delights of
local wines en route through verdant,
terraced vineyards. Cruising in style
from Amsterdam to Basel.

Wend through classic
French scenery in the delightful
Bordeaux region, where rolling hills
and vineyards have long been the
source of the country’s finest wines.

From only

£1,995* per person

on sale now from £1,890pp

Across the world, from the sun-kissed islands of the Caribbean and wonderful
wildlife of Alaska to the ancient cities of the Med and spectacular beauty
of Scandinavia, there’s a Viking ocean cruise for you. From the comfort of a
stunning, small ship that is home to just 930 guests, take in the view from
your veranda stateroom. Relax in spacious, contemporary surroundings.
Indulge in fabulous food in a choice of restaurants. Explore the culture and
history of the places you visit on expertly led tours. And discover a unique
and exciting new view of the world.

£2,595* per person

Save £800* per
couple

Departures from March to July 2019

2018-2020 Viking ocean cruises

Budapest to Amsterdam
Enjoy a host of unforgettable and
exclusive experiences including a
banquet dinner accompanied
by a classical piano recital at a
Princess's castle, and a private
concert at Vienna's City Palace.

All tipping and port charges

Save up
to £4,600*

per
couple

From only

£2,995* per person

Departures from July to September 2019

2018-2020 OCEAN CRUISES
Alaska & the Inside Passage
11 days, 7 guided tours
Departing May to August 2019
and June to August 2020
Vancouver – Seward

From £4,390pp
West Indies Explorer
11 days, 9 guided tours
Departing November 2018 and
January 2019 to February 2020
San Juan round trip

From £2,690pp
Iconic Western Mediterranean

GREAT VIKING VALUE – SO MUCH INCLUDED
P Return flights from the UK

P On board gratuities

P Stateroom with a private veranda

P Free 24-hour room service

P Free Wi-Fi on board
P Free use of spa facilities

P Free tea, coffee and snacks any
time on board

P An included excursion in almost every port

P Evening entertainment on board

P All meals on board in a choice of dining
venues, including wine, beer and soft
drinks with lunch and dinner

P All port charges, government taxes
and overseas transfers

8 days, 5 guided tours
Departing November to December
2018, March to November 2019 and
April to October 2020
Barcelona – Rome

From £1,890pp
Viking Homelands
15 days, 11 guided tours
Departing August to September 2018
and April to September 2019 & 2020
Stockholm – Bergen

From £4,240pp
EUROPE | RUSSIA | VIETNAM & CAMBODIA | MYANMAR | CHINA

6781

ABTA No.V9080

*Prices are per person, twin share and include saving where applicable. Solo supplements apply. Valid on new bookings made by 31 Aug. 2018 or until sold out. Subject to availability and may be
withdrawn at any time. Magnificent Europe (EUMCR15F): Price based on travel in E cabin on 15 March 2019. Save up to £4,600 per couple is based on saving of up to £2,300 per person on selected
2019 departures. Rhine Treasures (EUEC08F): Price based on travel in E cabin on 29 March 2019. Save £800 per couple is based on saving of £400 per person. Grand Bordeaux (EUBC08F): Price
based on travel in E cabin on 4 July 2019. Save £1,400 per couple is based on saving of £700 per person. A non-refundable deposit of £500 per person is due within 7 days of booking, full payment
due 100 days prior to departure. #Complimentary home-to-airport transfers are available within a 75 driven mile radius of selected UK departure airports, transfers for UK mainland only and must
be requested at the time of booking. No cash alternative available. †Complimentary beverages available throughout the day on board Luxury European river cruises and exclude French Champagne,
premium spirits and selected wines. Prices correct at time of publication. UK1202.

Prices and availability are correct at the time of going to print but are subject to change.
From prices are per person based on two people sharing the lowest available stateroom
grade on selected 2018, 2019 and 2020 departure dates. From prices shown include
£500pp early booking discount. Prices are valid until 31 July 2018. Single supplements
apply. For full terms and conditions visit vikingcruises.co.uk/terms-conditions or call us

Cruises on a

Theme

Combine your love of cruising with another of your interests on a themed
cruise. With more cruise lines offering cruises dedicated to specific
subjects, you can now indulge your love of food and wine, art, music, history
and photography in style. Many cruises include expert guest speakers,
workshops and special excursions to enhance your cruise experience.
We’ve picked out just a few of our favourite themed cruises.

History
Pay tribute to ‘Operation Overlord’
and the events of 1944 on a unique
Cruise and Maritime no-fly voyage
from Portsmouth on 2 June 2019 from
just £642pp. Commemorating the 75th
anniversary of the D-Day Landings with
a specialist World War II guest speaker
onboard, there will also be a special
ceremony to honour those who lost
their lives.

Discover the fascinating history of
the Greek Islands on a relaxing sailing
cruise from Athens, accompanied by
guest speaker Eugenia Alexiadou, an
expert on Byzantine art and Greek
history. Visit Delphi, Olympia and
transit the spectacular Corinth Canal
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on board Variety Cruises’ 49-passenger
yacht, Galileo, departing October and
November 2018, and March, April and
November 2019 from £1166pp.

Ponant offers Quintessential Collection
voyages, designed for travellers who
seek a more in-depth cruise with likeminded travellers. One of these cruises
combines the historical legacy of China
and Japan with an insightful look at
World War II in the Pacific on brand
new ship Le Laperouse, departing 28
September 2019 from £5449pp. There
will be informative lectures from leading
historians, plus a special meeting with
survivors at the Peace Memorial in
Hiroshima.

01756 706523 www.bluewaterholidays.com

Culinary Delights
Wine and Whisky

River cruises are perfect for wine
connoisseurs, with wine-themed cruises
on many of the rivers in Europe. Visit the
region’s best vineyards and learn more
about how the wines are made and enjoy
wine-tastings, all at no extra charge.
Wine cruises are also often hosted by a
qualified wine expert who will recommend
wine and food pairings.
Cruise through France’s legendary
wine-growing regions, sampling the
famous Beaujolais and Côte du Rhône in
Burgundy and Provence, and Medoc wine
in Bordeaux. Portugal’s River Douro winds
its way through the port wine region, whilst
the Rhine and Danube rivers in Germany
and Austria are lined with terraced
vineyards, producing delicious wines
including Riesling and Gewürztraminer.
AmaWaterways, Amadeus River Cruises
and Uniworld Boutique River Cruises offer
a fantastic range of wine-themed cruises
throughout 2019. One of our favourites is
a Bordeaux fly-cruise with AmaWaterways
departing April, August and November
2019 from £2460pp.

For those who prefer whisky to wine,
Hebridean Island Cruises have an 8-night
cruise from Invergordon visiting some of
Scotland’s finest whisky distilleries in the
Northern and Western Isles, departing
5 August 2019.

Cuisine

Cruising is the ideal way to combine a
love for fine dining and gourmet cuisine
with travel. As well as serving delicious
cuisine on board, some cruises also offer
special culinary-themed cruises.

Uniworld Boutique River Cruises offers a
range of themed cruises, focussing on the
famous vineyards and culinary hot spots
in France including a visit to La Cité du Vin
wine museum in Bordeaux. Join boutique
ship Joie de Vivre from Paris along the
River Seine and breakfast at Château du
Champ de Bataille in Normandy, departing
several times in 2019 from £2879pp.
To get into the festive spirit, Emerald
Waterways are welcoming cooking
extraordinaire Mary Berry for a ‘Festive
Delights of the Danube’ cruise on 1
December 2018, with the opportunity to
join Mary for afternoon tea and enjoy a
gala Christmas Dinner chosen by Mary
herself, from just £1795pp.
Oceania Cruises also have a special
culinary cruise, hosted by famous chef
Jacques Pépin, with specially-designed
signature menus, engaging lectures
and culinary demonstrations. Cruise the
Mediterranean from Lisbon to Rome on
14 September 2018.

The Arts
Music and Dance

Amadeus River Cruises are repeating
their very popular Classical Music
themed Danube River cruise in 2019.
Departing on 29 October 2019, this
exclusive cruise will feature private
concerts from the Slovak Quintet in
Melk Abbey, the Salzburg Soloists at the
Salzburg Mozarteum, and pianist Martin
Ivanov at the Duna Palace in Budapest.
Silversea’s ballet-themed voyage
on Silver Muse departing 21 May
2019 features exclusive onboard
performances by ballet stars from the
most renowned theatres in the world,
with the chance to meet the acclaimed
dancers. Silversea has also partnered
with Accademia Teatro alla Scala to
offer two opera-themed Mediterranean
voyages on 25 April and 22 October
2019, with unforgettable performances,
Q&A sessions and lectures on board.

Madonna in Bruges. The voyage will be
accompanied by renowned art historian
Till-Holger Borchert.
Uniworld Boutique River Cruises is
offering floating art workshops on
their Holland and Belgium and Brilliant
Bordeaux cruises, departing 24 March
and 16 June 2019 respectively.
Celebrated portrait and landscape artist
Larry Aarons will host workshops in a
small and personalised setting, with
classes and materials provided free of
charge.

Photography

Art

Ponant’s Quintessential Art-Theme
voyage from Copenhagen to Honfleur on
25 August 2019 is an art-lovers dream.
Visit some of the best art museums
in the world including the Louisiana
Museum in Copenhagen and the
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam,
and see Michelangelo’s

Scenic have joined forces with National
Geographic to offer luxury river cruises
with a professional photographer on
board to share techniques and help
guests with their photography skills.
Excursions will focus on the natural
world, culture and history for plenty
of photo opportunities. Unforgettable
River Douro in Portugal departs
25 May 2019, whilst Rhine Highlights
with Switzerland departs 12 June 2019.
There is also still limited availability for
2018 on Beautiful Bordeaux departing
15 September 2018 or Jewels of
Europe from Amsterdam to Basel on
24 September 2018.
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ATaste of Spain
Every country has its own unique flavour, and Spanish food is
characterised by fresh local ingredients and hearty family recipes
that have been passed down from generation to generation.

Paella is a rice-based dish which
gets its name from the pan in
which it’s cooked and originates
from the region of Valencia. There
are hundreds of variations on the
paella recipe but we have chosen
our favourite, Paella Mixta, which
includes seafood, Spanish chorizo
and chicken. Serve with crusty
white bread, a crisp green salad
and perhaps a glass of traditional
Spanish sangria!
Serves 6
350g paella or arborio rice
12 raw tiger prawns, shell on
50g peas
3 chicken thighs, de-boned
1 chopped large onion
1 chopped red pepper
110g diced Spanish chorizo
2 cloves garlic, peeled and crushed
1 heaped teaspoon paprika
½ level teaspoon saffron strands
1 tablespoon tomato pureé
2 tablespoons olive oil
Salt and black pepper
Heat the oil in a paella pan, season
the chicken and sauté on all sides
until golden brown.
Remove the chicken and set aside.
Add the onion, pepper, chorizo,
garlic, paprika and saffron to the
pan and fry for 4-5 minutes.

Sangria
Traditional Spanish sangria is
fruity and refreshing, a perfect
cocktail for hot summer days.
1 bottle dry Spanish red wine
100ml brandy or rum
200 ml orange juice
1 orange, lemon and lime,
skin on, sliced into small pieces
4 tablespoons brown sugar
1 cinnamon stick
Mix all the ingredients together
and serve over ice, garnished with
orange segments.

Return the chicken to the pan,
followed by the tomato pureé, salt
and pepper and 1 litre boiling water.
Simmer gently for 10 minutes then
pour the rice into the pan.
Bring everything back up to the
boil, stir and simmer for about 10
minutes, stirring occasionally.
Add the prawns and peas to the
pan and simmer for 15-20 minutes,
or until the rice is cooked, adding a
little more hot water if necessary.
Turn the prawns over halfway
through the cooking time – they will
turn pink when cooked.
Season to taste and decorate with
chopped fresh parsley and lemon
wedges.
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Buenos Aires

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

ARGENTINA

15-day itinerary | MS MIDNATSOL

ANTARCTICA

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Stepping On Board
The team at Blue Water Holidays have first hand experience of a wide variety of ships, so we
can give the best advice about the amazing choice of ships from all the different cruise lines.

Here are the highlights of our trips and ship visits so far in 2018

— Highlights of a Frozen Continent
Heather experienced an AmaWaterways
7-night cruise on the Mekong through
Vietnam and Cambodia on AmaDara,
whilst Kathryn joined 49-passenger
Harmony V on a cruise around Cuba
from Havana to Cienfuegos.

Ushuaia

FREE FLIGHTS TO ANTARCTICA*

Cape Horn

book by 12 Aug

DRAKE PASSAGE

Departing: 10, 21 Nov, 02, 28 Dec 2019*
and 08, 19, 30 Jan, 10, 21 Feb, 03 Mar 2020

Fram

●

●

●

●

●

●

from London to and from Buenos Aires
on 2019 departures

One night bed and breakfast at a centrally located hotel
in Buenos Aires before the voyage
One night bed and breakfast at a centrally located hotel
in Buenos Aires after the voyage
Transfers between the hotel and airport in Buenos Aires
Return economy flights between Buenos Aires
and Ushuaia
Transfers between the airport and the ship in Ushuaia
13-day Hurtigruten expedition voyage in a cabin of your
choice on a full-board basis

●

●

●

●

Wind and water-resistant jacket
Landings with small boats and activities on board
and ashore
Professional English-speaking Expedition Team who
give lectures and accompany landings and activities
Complimentary tea and coffee

15-DAY ITINERARY
INCLUDING FULL BOARD
FROM

£4,948pp

Main image: © Maximilian Schwarz. Inset image: © Marcel van Oosten

YOUR EXPEDITION INCLUDES:
*FREE FLIGHTS

Sam, Fay and Jade flew to Amsterdam
for a ship tour and lunch on Crystal
River Cruises’ luxurious new ship,
Crystal Bach, whilst Karen, Margaret,
Rebecca and Hazel took Le Boat’s new
Horizon 3 self-drive boat on a cruise
along the River Thames from Benson.
Crystal Bach

ANTARCTIC
PENINSULA
66°33'S ANTARCTIC CIRCLE

●

Harmony V

Ann explored Canada and the East Coast
of America on an expedition cruise
from Halifax to Boston on Hurtigruten’s
Fram. Juliet enjoyed a 7-night luxury
all-inclusive cruise along the Danube on
APT’s AmaBella.

Did you know we have a new

Refer a Friend Scheme?
Here’s how it works:
1. Introduce a friend to our 		
spectacular collection of cruises
2. Your friend calls us to book their
cruise and mentions your name
3. You and your friend each receive
a £25 M&S Voucher!

Why not treat yourself to a
lovely bottle of bubbly!
Because the best things are
shared with friends…
Terms and conditions apply. Visit our website or call for more details.
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Tuesday 18 September 2018, 2pm-6pm
King’s Hall and Winter Garden, Ilkley, LS29 8HB - opposite the train station

If you are interested in cruising, this is the unmissable event of the year!

Free Entry!

!

w
Free Prize Dra
w

Exclusive Sho
Offers!

Join us on the day to find out all you need to know about cruising
from Yorkshire’s cruise specialists
Meet representatives from leading cruise lines, including:

Plus information and exclusive offers from over 40 other cruise lines!

www.YorkshireCruiseShow.com

