
01756 706523
www.bluewaterholidays.com

December 2020

Book with Confidence! 
Covid-19 booking protection for your peace of mind



UNFORGETTABLE
RIVER CRUISES & TOURS

SO MUCH INCLUDED:

FOR A FREE BROCHURE, MORE DETAILS AND TO BOOK:

call 01756 706523  |  www.bluewaterholidays.com

· Stylish spacious suite aboard our brand new APT Travelmarvel contemporary river ships launching in Spring 2021
· All excursions & local experiences - have the history passionately brought to life by our expert local guides.

· Return scheduled flights from a choice of UK airports
· Superb dining, plus beer, wine and soft drink with lunch & dinner on board

· All tipping, overseas transfers and port charges

*Prices are per person, twin share & includes saving where applicable. Valid on new bookings made by 31 January 2021. Subject to availability, not combinable & may be withdrawn at any 
time. Solo supplements apply. Saving of up to 40% available on European Gems (EUTCR15F); price based on European Gems travelling in a Cat E cabin on 30 Apr 2021. A non-refundable 
deposit of from £199 per person is due within 7 days of booking, full payment due 100 days prior to departure. Standard booking T&Cs apply. **Travel on your terms – Low deposit from 
£199 per person is available on 2021 departures only, guaranteed refund applies if your flight-inclusive cruise is suspended by APT . For full details, see website.

2022 DATES ALSO AVAILABLE

15 DAY RIVER CRUISES FROM

£1,995PP*

APT TRAVELMARVEL
EUROPEAN GEMS

Budapest to Amsterdam
Departures from April to December 2021

SAVE UP TO 40%*  
ON 2021 EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISES

We know now more than ever, that you need 
reassurance and flexibility when making your future 

holiday plans. That’s why we’re ensuring you can 
travel on your terms.

	Low deposits from £199 per person
	Flexibility to change your plans free of charge
	Covid 19 refund guarantee
	Cruise with confidence - enhanced health & safety

TRAVEL ON YOUR TERMS** 

Discover the lively city of Bodrum on Turkey’s glistening Aegean Coast, and explore the 
quintessential Greek islands of Santorini, Delos and Mykonos on this relaxing 7-night yacht 
cruise on 72-passenger Variety Voyager. Set sail from ancient Athens to the hilly island of Ios 
for a refreshing swim stop, before arriving in picture-postcard Santorini, renowned for its blue-
domed churches and whitewashed villages. Rhodes’ UNESCO-listed Old Town is an intriguing 
maze of cobbled streets punctuated by ornate Byzantine architecture. The popular Turkish 
town of Bodrum is home to the magnificent Tomb of Mausolus, while the pretty Greek island 
of Patmos is overlooked by the UNESCO-listed Monastery of St John. Admire the incredible 
ruins on the sacred island of Delos, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and the mythological 
birthplace of Apollo, before spending an evening in glamorous Mykonos.

Exclusive savings of up to 20%!

Your 7-night fly-cruise includes:

	7-night half-board cruise
	Return flights from the UK
	Overseas transfers
	Captain’s Dinner, Greek evening, and deck or 

beach BBQ 
	Complimentary tea, filter coffee and mineral 

water
	Swim stops and use of ship’s snorkelling 

and fishing equipment

from 
£2399pp

Best of Greece and Turkey 

Departures    
2021: Apr 30; May 7, 14, 21, 28; Jun 4, 11, 
18, 25; Jul 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; Aug 6, 13, 20, 27; 
Sep 3, 10, 17, 24; Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Highlights  
Athens, Cape Sounion, Ios, Santorini, Rhodes, Simi, 
Bodrum, Kos, Lipsi, Patmos, Delos, Mykonos, Syros

This has been a tough year for everyone, and I sincerely 
hope that you are all managing in this very difficult time, and 
staying safe and well. I would like to thank all of our loyal 
customers for your support over the last nine months; we 
have had so many lovely emails, letters and cards wishing 
us well.  

So many of us have had to forgo our holidays this year, but 
I’m pleased to say that the outlook for travel in 2021 looks 
more optimistic. Cruise lines have spent this year making 
all possible efforts to minimise risk and make travel safe, 

with some already successfully sailing under these new 
measures in 2020. Not only are cruise lines implementing 
stringent safety procedures on board, but many also have 
new booking policies so that you can book your next holiday 
with confidence. Please just ask us for details.

The festive season is nearly upon us, and I hope that 
you are able to spend some quality time with friends and 
family. It just remains for me to send our warmest wishes 
to everyone for Christmas and the New Year, and we look 
forward to hearing from you.
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Bordeaux and the surrounding region’s 
wine culture dates back to the Romans 
who planted the first vines around 
60BC. By the 1st Century AD, the area 
was gaining a reputation for its fine 
wines. The Garonne and Dordogne 
rivers, which meet to form the Gironde 
estuary, played a pivotal role in the 
success of the wine, along with the 
area’s favourable climate and soil type. 
Today, there are around 10,000 
wine producers in this area, 
and five ‘Premier Cru’ wines, 
including Margaux, are 
produced here. 

One of the most prestigious 
wine centres in Bordeaux is 
the Médoc, located to the 
west of the Gironde estuary. 
It is famous for its red wine, with 
Cabernet Sauvignon grapes forming 
the base for the majority of the area’s 
wines, followed by Merlot. Four of the 
five châteaux classified as ‘Premier 
Cru’ class in Bordeaux are located in the 
Médoc. These are Château Margaux, 
Château Lafite Rothschild, Château 
Latour and Château Mouton Rothschild. 
Of these, three are found in the region’s 
capital, the small town of Pauillac.

The Bordeaux region is undoubtedly 
famed for its wine, but there is so 
much more to discover. Perched high 
above vineyards is the medieval village 
of Saint-Émilion, a UNESCO World  
Heritage Site. No trip here would 
be complete without a visit to the 
spectacular Monolithic Church in the 
heart of the village. Dug out of the 
surrounding rock over four centuries, 
it is the largest underground church 
in Europe. The catacombs and the 
underground grotto where the monk 
Émilion spent the later years of his life 
feature in many guided tours.

The UNESCO-listed city 
of Bordeaux is blessed 

with incredible architecture. 
The grand Place de la Bourse 

overlooks the Miroir d’Eau, the largest 
reflecting pool in the world designed 
by architect Michel Corajoud. The 
neoclassical Grand Theatre stands 
proud on the Place de la Comedie, 
while the iconic Pont de Pierre bridge 
connects the left and right banks of the 
Garonne. The city is also home to an array 
of fascinating museums celebrating 
art and history, as well as restaurants  
serving gastronomic delights. 

The beautiful town of Cadillac had one 
purpose, to protect Bordeaux from 
vessels coming down river. Today, it 
is a delight to explore with highlights 
including the Sea Gate with its 
crenellated crown, and the impressive 
17th-century château. 

Picturesque Libourne at the confluence 
of the Dordogne and Isle Rivers was 
founded in 1270 and named after a 
nobleman. Remnants of the city walls 
still remain today. The city square, 
Place Abel Surchamp, is lined with 16th-
century buildings, and hosts one of the 
largest food markets in the region. 

The spectacular citadel of Blaye is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site on the 
banks of the Gironde estuary. This 

grand 17th-century fortress was built 
on the orders of Louis XIV and is 
a definitely worth a visit. Within its

mighty walls are the ruins of an ancient 
Gothic château, which houses the tomb 
of Charibert II, King of Aquitaine. 

Architectural masterpieces, UNESCO-
listed treasures and highly-acclaimed 
wines make a river cruise through the 
heart of Bordeaux perfect for history 
lovers and oenophiles alike!

Blue Water Recommends:
1. CroisiEurope offer a 5-night Bordeaux 

cruise on board Cyrano de Bergerac, 
departing Apr to Oct 2021 from just 
£914pp

2. Explore Bordeaux with a 7-night 
luxury all-inclusive Uniworld fly-cruise, 
departing Mar to Oct 2021 from just 
£1899pp

3. Join Scenic on a 7-night all-inclusive 
Bordeaux fly-cruise, departing 20 May, 
3 Jun, 29 Aug and 5 Sept 2021, from 
just £2695pp

‘There is so much more 
than wine to discover’

Bordeaux - A Fine Vintage!
In the heart of southwest France lies the prestigious wine region around Bordeaux, which has 
produced some of the world’s most celebrated vintages for centuries. There is no better way to 
unearth the region’s fascinating wine-producing history than on a cruise along the beautiful Garonne 
and Dordogne rivers, with visits to famous vineyards and renowned châteaux along the way. 

Sail past stunning scenery and ruined castles perched high above terraced vineyards, on 
this 7-night cruise along the picturesque Rhine and Moselle rivers on board a brand new 
182-passenger ship. Enjoy an overnight stop in the quirky Dutch capital of Amsterdam, then 
cruise the celebrated River Rhine to Cologne, renowned for its striking Gothic cathedral. 
Soak up breathtaking scenery along the enchanting Moselle en route to pretty Cochem in 
the heart of the Moselle Valley. Perched on a hill overlooking the river is Cochem Castle, 
straight from the pages of a fairytale. Experience the dramatic Rhine Gorge, a highlight 
of this cruise, and explore the wine producing town of Rüdesheim. The Alsatian city of 
Strasbourg is home to the romantic Petite-France District, while beautiful Breisach is the 
gateway to the famous Black Forest region.

Exclusive savings of 20% PLUS cruise with Aled Jones!

Your 7-night fly-cruise includes:
	7-night full board cruise
	Return flights from the UK
	Overseas transfers
	Guided shore excursions and Insider 

Experiences
	Beer, local wine and soft drinks with lunch 

and dinner
	Complimentary tea and coffee
	Complimentary Wi-Fi
	Gratuities and port taxes

from 
£1745pp

Legends of the Rhine and Moselle 

On 11 June 2021, the world-famous classical 
singer and presenter Aled Jones, MBE will join 
APT for the maiden voyage of the brand new 
Travelmarvel Contemporary river ship.

Departures    
2021: Jun 11, 18*
*Itinerary operates in reverse

Highlights  
Amsterdam, Utrecht, Cologne, Cochem, Rhine 
Gorge, Rüdesheim, Strasbourg, Breisach, Basel

Discover architectural masterpieces in vibrant capital cities, and admire the stunning scenery 
of the UNESCO-listed Wachau Valley on this unforgettable 7-night cruise along the legendary 
River Danube on a 182-passenger ship. From the Bavarian city of Nuremberg, cruise the 
impressive Main-Danube Canal to medieval Regensburg for a stroll around the quaint UNESCO-
listed Old Town. Explore picturesque Passau in the shadow of St Stephen’s Cathedral, and 
enjoy a visit to Melk’s spectacular Benedictine Abbey. Take in the ever-changing vistas as 
the ship cruises the romantic Wachau Valley, blanketed with terraced vineyards. Drive along 
the famous Ringstrasse in the musical city of Vienna, and unearth a wealth of history in the 
Slovakian capital of Bratislava. An overnight stop in enchanting Budapest is a fitting finale to 
this incredible voyage along the River Danube.

Exclusive savings of up to £1000 per couple  
PLUS €150 OBC per cabin or free drinks package!

Your 7-night fly-cruise includes:

	7-night full board cruise
	Return flights from the UK
	Overseas transfers
	Guided shore excursions and EmeraldPLUS 

activities
	Wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and 

dinner
	Complimentary tea and coffee
	Captain’s Welcome and Farewell Dinner 
	Complimentary Wi-Fi
	Gratuities
	Port taxes

from 
£1995pp

Departures    
2021: Departs regularly between May and Oct
2022: Departs regularly between Apr and Oct

Highlights  
Nuremberg, Regensburg, Passau, Melk, Dürnstein, 
Vienna, Bratislava, Budapest

Danube Delights 
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Terms and conditions: All our holidays are subject to availability. Prices are per person based on two people sharing and include relevant discounts. Supplements apply for single travellers. All o� ers are valid for 
new 2022 bookings only made between 13th Nov and 24th Dec 2020. The extra 10% Super Earlybird O� er is available for new 2022 European river cruise bookings in cabin categories C, B, A, AP, S, SA & RA when 
paying in full 12 months before departure. If full payment is not received 12 months prior, the Super Earlybird Saving will be removed. Additional savings of up to £1,000 per couple and a free Premium Drinks 
Package are available on our 2022 European river cruises. Premium Drinks Package applies to on board drinks only and excludes Champagne, wine by the bottle, bottled beers, premium spirits and cabin mini 
bar. The Super Earlybird Savings are applicable on the cruise element only, excludes air fares, port charges, hotel stays and other additional items. In the event of suitable 
fl ights not connecting with cruise embarkation/disembarkation timings, overnight accommodation may be required at an additional cost. Itineraries and inclusions are 
subject to change. Our o� ers are not combinable, and we reserve the right to withdraw our o� ers at any time. Please ask for full booking conditions E&OE ABTA No.Y6328

To book call 01756 706523
Visit www.bluewaterholidays.com

From the fairytale Rhine region, blessed with its collection of medieval castles, to the unspoiled beauty spots and culture-
rich cities of southern France, many of Europe’s most beautiful destinations can be explored on a river cruise with us. Plus, 
with so much included, such as return fl ight and transfers, insightful excursions and on board meals with selected drinks, our 
promise of exceptional EmeraldVALUE means you have complete peace-of-mind knowing everything has been taken care of. 

Enjoy generous savings of up to £1,000 per couple, plus a FREE Premium Drinks Package, entitling you to unlimited drinks 
whilst on board our award-winning Star-Ships. 

In addition, for a limited time only, take advantage of our exceptional Super Earlybird O� er across our collection of 2022 
European river cruises, and enjoy savings of an extra 10% on selected cabins when you book before 24th December 2020 
and pay for your holiday in full 12 months prior to travel.

Regensburg to Budapest

Departing: April - October 2022

Super Earlybird Suite Offer from £2,445pp

Exceptional Stateroom Offer from £1,995pp

8-Day Danube Delights

Lyon to Arles

Departing: April - October 2022

Super Earlybird Suite Offer from £2,485pp

Exceptional Stateroom Offer from £2,045pp

8-Day Sensations of Lyon & Provence

Nuremberg to Bernkastel

Departing: April - October 2022

Super Earlybird Suite Offer from £2,565pp

Exceptional Stateroom Offer from £2,145pp

8-Day Legendary Rhine & Moselle

Porto to Porto

Departing: April - November 2022

Super Earlybird Suite Offer from £2,485pp

Exceptional Stateroom Offer from £2,045pp

8-Day Secrets of the Douro

Super Earlybird 
Limited Time Off er 

SAVE an extra 10%

SAVE up to £1,000 
per couple

Enjoy a FREE Premium 
Drinks Package

Complimentary Deposit 
Protection Plan

2022 EUROPEAN 
RIVER CRUISES

EmeraldVALUE
So much is included...

  Return fl ights from a choice of up to 16 
UK regional airports. No-fl y options are 
also available via Eurostar on selected 
itineraries. 

  Airport transfers to and from your 
Star-Ship.

  Stylish accommodation on board our 
Star-Ships.

  All on board meals.
  FREE Premium Drinks Package

- enjoy unlimited on board drinks on us 
  Complimentary tea & co� ee on board. 
  Extra-special excursions and experiences.
  EmeraldACTIVE programme including 

bike rides, yoga and guided hikes.
  First-class service from English-speaking 

crew 
  Knowledgeable local guides. 
  Complimentary Wi-Fi on board.
  Complimentary bicycles on board†.
  ABTA and ATOL protected.

Plus all tips are included
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SPITSBERGEN 
Spitsbergen, the gem of the Norway’s remote Svalbard archipelago,  

offers the best of an Arctic expedition. Passengers will experience: 

Icebergs, glaciers, polar bears, whales, and other Arctic wildlife 

Daily presentations by Expedition Team and guest experts

Hikes, Zodiac cruises or optional kayaking adventures 

EXPERIENCE SPITSBERGEN IN 2021!
Spitsbergen Highlights: Expedition in Brief
Four 7-day departures onboard  
our newest ship, Ultramarine:

May 3  |  May 16  |  May 21  |  June 7

From £4,600

  For three decades, Quark Expeditions has been the leader in polar 

adventure. We have the most experienced team in the industry, taken 

more guests to the polar regions than any other expedition company, 

offer the most adventure options, have the largest—and most diverse 

—polar fleet, and conceived our Polar Promise to be one of the most 

comprehensive sustainability strategies in the industry.

WITH THE LEADERS IN POLAR TRAVEL

For more information, contact:

BLUE WATER HOLIDAYS

01756 706523  |  info@BlueWaterHolidays.com

Spitsbergen, land of the Polar Bear, is 
the largest island in the archipelago, and 
provides an unforgettable experience 
with Arctic wilderness, unique wildlife, 
and old mining towns. 

Spitsbergen is known for its scenery, 
its majestic fjords and magnificent 
glaciers, as well as an abundance of 
wildlife. Over 60% of the land in the 
Svalbard archipelago is protected, and 
two of Svalbard’s best National Parks 
are on the island of Spitsbergen. The 
North-West Spitsbergen National Park 
includes Kongsfjorden, one of the most 
beautiful fjord areas in Spitsbergen,

where mighty glaciers calve icebergs 
into the sea. This area is also home to 
some of Svalbard’s important historical 
monuments including old whaling 
stations. It also one of the best areas to 
spot the Svalbard reindeer 
and polar foxes. 

South Spitsbergen 
National Park was 
established in 1973, 
covering over 2,000 
square miles and home 
to four bird sanctuaries. 
It is an important breeding 
area and many colonies of  
seabirds are found here including  
common eiders, black-legged kitti-
wakes and thick-billed guillemots. 

Over on the Eastern side of Spitsbergen, 
this area boasts the highest population 
of polar bears and each summer 
they are often seen out hunting on 
the ice with their cubs. This part of 
Spitsbergen also has a lot of 
drifting ice, so the landscape is 
constantly changing.

Spitsbergen also has interest-
ing small settlements to 
visit, and an expedition 
cruise is the best way 
to experience an Arctic 

adventure, as most of the settlements 
are only accessible by boat. 

Longyearbyen is the administrative 
centre of Svalbard, located at latitude 
78° north and just 1,316km from the 
North Pole. Whilst the population 
is just 2,400 people, it is the largest 
inhabited town in the archipelago, and 
the starting point for most expedition 
cruises around Spitsbergen, as there is a 
regular flight connection with mainland 
Norway. Longyearbyen is a vibrant 
town, with many bars, restaurants and 
cultural offerings, and Longyearbyen 
even has its own brewery. 

Around 60km west of Longyearbyen 
lies Barentsburg, the only remaining 
Russian permanent settlement in 
Spitsbergen. Although the archipelago 
of Svalbard belongs to Norway, in 1920, 
the Svalbard Treaty was signed which 

means all nations who signed the 
contract have access to the land. 
Barentsburg combines pristine 
Arctic beauty with a Russian 
coal-mining industry. 

North of Longyearbyen is  
Ny-Alesund, the world’s northern-

most settlement. Ny-Alesund was 
originally also a coal-mining settle-
ment, but is now a research station.  
Ny-Alesund was also the starting 
point for explorer Roald Amundsen’s 
expedition to the North Pole. 

Spitsbergen has three 
distinct seasons to 
enjoy. The Northern 
Lights Winter season 

is between October 
and February, and 
during this time the 
sun remains below 
the horizon all day. 
The Sunny Winter 
season then begins. 
The days become 

lighter and snow-covered mountains 
are set against the low-lying sun. 17th 
May, Norway’s Constitution Day, marks 
the start of the Polar Summer.

The Polar Summer is the best season 
for expedition cruises. As summer 
progresses, the ice begins to melt and 
more of the area becomes accessible.

The Midnight Sun dominates the skyline 
and the sun does not drop below the 
horizon until late August. After a long 
winter, birds migrate to Spitsbergen 
in vast numbers. Seals, walruses and 
whales also begin to enter into the 
fjords. The summer months also offer 
the best chances of seeing polar bears 
hunting on the sea ice, and Arctic foxes 
on the prowl. Each expedition cruise 
itinerary has a flexible approach so 
they can take advantage of favourable 
conditions and maximise chances of 
having the best wildlife encounters in 
this polar region. 

Blue Water Recommends:
1. In The Realm of the Polar Bear 

is a 9-night Hurtigruten cruise 
circumnavigating Spitsbergen, 
departing June and July 2022 from 
just £4995pp

2. Join Ocean Adventurer on a 13-night 
Spitsbergen in Depth cruise with Quark 
Expeditions, departing 30 Jun 2021 
and 7 Jul 2022 from just £7110pp

3. Combine the Faroe Islands, Jan Mayen 
and Svalbard on a 15-night Aurora 
Expeditions cruise departing 5 Jun 
2022, from just £9395pp

‘Each expedition cruise
has a flexible approach’

Realm of the Polar Bear
Deep inside the Arctic Circle, 
between mainland Norway 
and the North Pole, lies the 
remote and rugged Svalbard 
archipelago. 
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From a safari in search of the ‘big five’ to the colonial architecture in Maputo, experience 
South Africa and Mozambique on 702-passenger Azamara Pursuit. From Cape Town there is 
the chance to visit the Stellenbosch vineyards or the Kirstenbosch Gardens. Enjoy the warm 
climate and sandy beaches in Port Elizabeth, gateway to the Addo Elephant National Park, 
and explore Durban, with its Zulu, Indian and European influences. Richards Bay is close 
to Zululand, home to the Hluhluwe–Imfolozi Park which offers game drives to see one of 
the world’s largest white rhino populations. See the Portuguese colonial-era architecture in 
Maputo and East London’s charming 19th century architecture. East London also gives the 
chance to experience a luxury Inkwenkwezi Safari to spot lions, leopards, rhinos, elephants 
and buffalo.

Your 12-night cruise includes:

	12-night full board cruise
	Complimentary selected beer, wine, spirits, 

soft drinks, bottled water and speciality tea 
and coffee

	Shuttle service to and from ports, where 
available

	Butler service for suite guests
	Gratuities
	Port taxes

Departures    
2022: Jan 3, 27; Feb 8, 20

Highlights    
Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East London, Maputo, 
Richards Bay, Durban

South Africa Intensive Voyage 

Complimentary champagne gift set!
from 

£2625pp

Discover Greenland’s most remote regions on 199-passenger, Ultramarine, a brand new 
expedition ship offering the best adventure activities in the polar regions, including twin-
engine helicopters.
Cruise from Reykjavík across the Denmark Strait, as seabirds soar above and whales 
breach from the waters. Explore the vast glaciers and steep snow-capped mountains of 
East Greenland, and the fertile southern coast. Nicknamed ‘Arctic Patagonia’, southern 
Greenland is rich in scenery with crystal-clear 
waterfalls and lush green valley set amongst 
small settlements. Take an exhilarating zodiac 
ride into Prins Christian Sund, a complex maze 
of narrow fjords, and learn about Greenland’s 
Norse history. Highlights of West Greenland 
include the capital, Nuuk, historic Sisimiut with 
its 18th century colonial buildings, and the 
Ilulissat Icefjord, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Exclusive savings of up to 15%!

Departures    
2021: Jun 25
2022: Jul 1

from 
£7470pp

Highlights  
East Greenland, South Greenland, West Greenland

Essential Greenland 

Your 13-night cruise includes:
	13-night full board cruise
	Landings ashore and lectures by the 

Expedition Team
	Wine and beer with dinner
	Complimentary tea, coffee and water
	Complimentary Quark Parka to keep
	Loan of waterproof knee-high boots
	Port charges and taxes

Photos: Acacia Johnson / Shutterstock

Dublin is the vibrant capital of the 
Emerald Isle, steeped in history and 
bursting with architectural gems. The 
Georgian splendour of Trinity College 
featured in the popular film, Educating 
Rita, while the neoclassical Custom 
House is considered a jewel in the city’s 
crown. Picturesque Merrion Square, 
overlooked by majestic Georgian 
buildings, is one of the largest squares 
in Dublin and popular with the locals. 
It is not just architecture that lures 
visitors to this lively city, but also its 
rich literary heritage. Statues and 
plaques celebrate much-loved writers 
including Oscar Wilde and George 
Bernard Shaw. The city’s animated 
and buoyant nightlife is also worth a 
mention, with a variety of venues to suit 
all tastes, from traditional Irish pubs to  
upmarket wine bars.  

The long west coast of Ireland 
encapsulates some of the best and 
most dramatic aspects of the Irish 
landscape. The Dingle Peninsula has 
one of the richest concentrations of 
archaeological monuments in Western 
Europe, with over 2,500 archaeological 
sites, dating from 6,000 BC to 1700 AD. 
National Geographic once described it 
as ‘the most beautiful place on earth’, 
and more recently it was one of the 
locations where Star Wars was filmed, 
at Sybil Head. The cliffs support huge 
numbers of breeding seabirds such 
as puffins, fulmars, guillemots, storm 

petrels and shearwaters. In the water, 
you may be lucky enough to encounter 
dolphins, whales, orcas and porpoise. 

Experience authentic Ireland in 
Connemara and Galway, with soaring 
mountains, clear turquoise waters and 
rare flora and fauna. Killary Harbour, 
carved by glaciers, has been described 
as Ireland’s only true fjord and is a 
real treat for birdwatching, with ringed 
plover, mute swan, whooper swan, 
mallard duck, tufted duck, and barnacle 
goose. Dolphins are often seen in 
the fjord, along with otters. Perhaps 
the most famous of Ireland’s isles, 
Galway’s Aran Islands are synonymous 
with traditional Irish culture, language, 
music and tradition. Famed for their 
wild landscapes, distinctive knitted 
jumpers and pretty thatched cottages, 
the picturesque Aran Islands never fail 
to impress visitors. 

Galway itself is well worth a visit. The 
hub of the city is 18th-century Eyre 
Square, encompassed by traditional 
pubs playing live Irish folk music. 
The square is also home to an array 
of shops, ranging from high street 
fashion to traditional gifts. Music and 
fashion are not all the city has to offer 
though. Local ingredients and creative 
flair combine to create sensational 
dishes in Galway’s Michelin-starred 
restaurants, while the cafes serve up 
an authentic taste of Ireland. 

It is not just Ireland’s cities that offer 
a warm welcome. The small towns 
are also home to friendly locals, more 
than happy to share their tales and 
stories with inquisitive visitors, keen 

to embrace the Irish charm. Pubs are 
the beating heart of these traditional 
communities, where local musicians 
get a chance to shine. 

The alluring Emerald Isle is shrouded 
in myth and legend. Storytelling has 
played an important role in Irish culture 
and tradition for centuries, with tales, 
songs and myths passed down through 
the generations. Leprechauns have 
become synonymous with Ireland, 
and legend has it that they used to 
roam the land long before humans. 
The shamrock is another symbol 
associated with the Emerald Isle. 
According to folklore, the native Irish 
Celts used three-leafed clovers when 
learning about the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. The Blarney Stone also 
has its place in Irish legend. Over the 
years, millions of pilgrims have climbed 
the steps and kissed the sacred stone, 
believed to give the gift of eloquence.  

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Join Tradewind Voyages on a 14-night 

Britain and Ireland tall ship cruise,
departing 29 May 2021, from just £2699pp

2. Azamara Cruises offer a 12-night Ireland 
Intensive voyage from Dublin, departing 
28 Aug 2021, from just £3985pp

3. Explore the West Coast of Ireland with 
Aurora Expeditions, departing 13 May 
2022, from just £7045pp

Visiting Ireland on a cruise is 
a perfect way to sample the 
diverse highlights of this island. 
Enjoy the craic in the lively cities 
of Dublin, Galway and Waterford, 
explore the wildly beautiful west 
coast of Connemara, discover 
archaeological treasures on 
the Dingle Peninsula and relax 
in the welcoming, picturesque 
towns of Killybegs and Cobh

‘The most beautiful 
place on earth’

Allure of the Emerald Isle

10  01756 706523   www.bluewaterholidays.com 11 www.bluewaterholidays.com   01756 706523



Admire the outstanding natural beauty of the Norwegian fjords on this exciting 7-night no-fly 
voyage under full sail from Harwich on brand new 272-passenger tall ship Golden Horizon. 
Her grandeur, relaxed onboard ambience and exquisite dining promises an unforgettable 
adventure at sea. From Harwich, cruise north to the beautiful Norwegian city of Stavanger. 
In its quaint Old Town, narrow cobblestone streets meander past 18th-century white 
wooden houses and traditional craft shops. Take the opportunity to hike to Pulpit Rock 
for spectacular panoramic views of tranquil Lysefjord, before witnessing a kaleidoscope 
of scenery as Golden Horizon cruises serene Hardangerfjord. Experience authentic 
Norway in the picturesque towns of Odda and Rosendal, overlooked by verdant peaks and  
thundering waterfalls.

Complimentary champagne gift set!

Your 7-night no-fly cruise includes:
	7-night full board cruise
	Selected wines and beers with lunch and 

dinner in the main restaurant
	Complimentary Wi-Fi
	Gratuities
	Port taxes

from 
£1399pp

Norwegian Fjords Adventure 

Departures    
2021: Aug 14

Highlights  
Harwich, Stavanger, Hardangerfjord, Odda, 
Rosendal

Visit the quintessential French villages which inspired Impressionist painters on this luxury, 
all-inclusive 7-night cruise from Paris along the River Seine on 128-passenger Joie de Vivre. 
The tranquil village of Giverny is home to Claude Monet’s famous house and garden, while 
the fascinating city of Rouen is known for its link to Joan of Arc. Picturesque Caudebec-en-
Caux on the Seine Estuary is the gateway to the enchanting town of Honfleur with its famed 
harbour, loved by painters including Courbet and Boudin. Spend a full day at the Normandy 
Beaches, remembering those who lost their lives during the D-Day Landings. Step into the 
private rooms of the opulent Palace of Versailles, then return to Paris, the ‘City of Light’, 
where guided tours showcase the main sights including the iconic Arc de Triomphe.

Exclusive savings of up to £2000 per couple!

Your 7-night fly-cruise includes:

	7-night all-inclusive cruise
	Return flights from the UK
	Overseas transfers
	Guided shore excursions
	Unlimited complimentary fine wine, beer, 

spirits, soft drinks, bottled water, speciality 
coffee and tea 

	Captain’s Welcome and Farewell Dinner 
	Complimentary Wi-Fi
	Gratuities
	Port taxes

from 
£1999pp

Departures    
2021: Departs regularly between May and Oct
2022: Departs regularly between Mar and Nov

Highlights  
Paris, Vernon, Giverny, Rouen, Caudebec-en-Caux, 
Honfleur, Normandy Beaches, Mantes-la-Jolie

Paris and the Normandy Coast 
Powered by

The Winds of Change

to book please visit www.bluewaterholidays.com or call 01756 706523

Book Now

Our philosophy is built on using the wind and currents to follow the sun, offering guests a 

sustainable way to see the world. With small guest numbers and an expansive upper deck, we 

offer guest space to relax on deck and feel the momentum of the ship, as the wind fills the sails. 

Powered by nature

Small guest numbers 

Open decks 

Let us take you on the voyage of a lifetime

Visits to remote locations 

Covid 19 protection

Financial Protection

Combining historical influences with 

contemporary style, our ship is one of a kind. 

Providing an on-board experience befitting 

its grandeur, we offer the highest standards of 

dining, accommodation and entertainment.

Bluewater Holidays Full-Page Ad.indd   1 19/11/2020   10:07
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Soak up the stunning scenery of Southern France’s sun-drenched Provence and Camargue on 
this 6-night all-inclusive cruise along the tranquil Rhône à Sète Canal on board 22-passenger 
hotel barge Anne-Marie. Enjoy a shellfish tasting on a visit to the stunning lagoons of the 
Étang de Thau, and discover the pretty village of Saint-Guilhem-le-Désert, one of the jewels 
of the Languedoc. Explore the fascinating fortified city of Aigues-Mortes in the heart of the 
Camargue, and the stunning seaside village of Sainte-Marie-la-Mer. An overnight stop in the 
ancient walled city of Arles allows ample time to take in the incredible Roman ruins, including 
the impressive amphitheatre which once staged chariot races and gladiatorial battles.

Complimentary champagne gift set!

Departures    
2021: Mar 19*, 26; Apr 2*, 9, 16*, 30*; May 
7, 14*; Jun 11*; Jul 9*, 23*, 30; Aug 13, 20*; 
Oct 1*, 15*, 29*; Nov 5
*Itinerary operates in reverse

from 
£2133pp

Highlights    
Sète, Palavas-les-Flots, Aigues-Mortes, Gallician, 
Arles

Provence and Camargue Hotel Barge Cruise 

Your 6-night cruise includes:
	6-night full board cruise
	Guided excursions
	Unlimited complimentary wine, beer, spirits, 

soft drinks, mineral water, tea and coffee
	Complimentary Wi-Fi
	Entertainment on board
	Cruise Manager
	Gala farewell dinner
	Port taxes

Explore the heart of Port wine country on this 7-night cruise along the sun-drenched River 
Douro on board a 126-passenger ship. From the ancient city of Porto, cruise through the 
UNESCO-listed Douro Valley, where steep terraced vineyards overlook sleepy Portuguese 
villages. Enjoy a wine tasting at a traditional quinta in pretty Pinhão, and visit the charming 
12th-century walled village of Castelo Rodrigo, a resting place on the pilgrim route to 
Santiago de Compostela. Spend a day in UNESCO-listed Salamanca, and stroll through the 
beautifully-landscaped gardens of Mateus Palace. The Baroque town of Lamego is home to 
the magnificent Sanctuary of Our Lady of Remedies, while the Roman city of Porto is known 
as the home of Port wine.

Up to €200 per cabin onboard credit!

Your 7-night fly-cruise includes:

	7-night full board cruise
	Return flights from the UK
	Overseas transfers
	Guided shore excursions
	Complimentary tea and coffee
	Complimentary Wi-Fi
	Port taxes

Departures    
2021: Departs regularly between Mar and Nov
2022: Departs regularly between Mar and Oct

from 
£1489pp

Highlights    
Porto, Pinhão, Castelo Rodrigo, Salamanca, 
Mateus Palace, Lamego

The Douro to Salamanca 
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It seems that every culture has left 
its mark on this Italian island, often a 
port of call on Mediterranean cruises. 
Take your pick from fascinating Greek 
and Roman ruins, Byzantine mosaics, 
eclectic cities, hillside villages from 
The Godfather, dramatic smoking 
volcanoes and unspoilt beaches.

One of the most popular attractions 
of Sicily is Taormina, with its narrow 
main street and marble terraces lined 
with chic boutiques and cafes. Follow 
the Corso Umberto as it winds up the 
hillside to the well-preserved Greek 
theatre, still used for performances, 
with the dramatic backdrop of 
brooding Mount Etna in the distance.

Cable cars run to the top of the 
volcano, or the more active can walk 
to the top and peer into the vast crater 
below. Cruise ships tend to moor at 
the nearby resort of Giardini Naxos, 
from where it is a short bus or taxi ride 
to Taormina.

Visiting the island’s capital of Palermo 
is a genuine Sicilian experience, 
chaotic, colourful and a melting pot of 
cultures. The meeting point of many 
ancient civilisations, Palermo offers a 
heady mix of Byzantine and Baroque 
architecture, with souk-like markets 
alongside Roman piazzas. Sample the 
local street food of panelle (chickpea 
fritters) and broscia con gelato e 
panna (ice-cream in a sweet brioche 
with whipped cream). Take a tour of 
Italy’s largest opera house (and the 
third largest in Europe), the Teatro 

Massimo Vittorio Emanuele, or the 
12th-century cathedral, built at the 
height of the Norman domination. Just 
outside Palermo is Monreale, where 
the cathedral’s exquisite cloister and 
mosaics have given it a place in art 
history. 

Those with an interest in Greek and 
Roman architecture are spoilt for 
choice in Sicily. The UNESCO World 

Heritage site at Agrigento is a large 
complex of temples and tombs, known 
as the Valley of Temples. Dating back 
to 500BC, it contains Sicily’s best-
preserved Doric temple, Tempio di 
Concordia, and the Tempio di Heracles, 
destroyed by the Carthaginians and 
rebuilt by the Romans. On the east 
coast of the island lies Syracuse, and 
the Parco Archeologico della Neapolis 
(archaeological park) where the vast 
excavations have unearthed not only 
one of the largest Greek theatres, 
but a Roman amphitheatre from the 
third century AD, partly hewn from the 
bedrock. The on-site quarries where 
the building stone was cut include an 
underground gallery with such perfect 
acoustics that it is known as l’Orecchio 
di Dionisio, the Ear of Dionysius. 

The Aeolian Islands are often visited 
en route to Sicily, as these craggy 
volcanic islands lie just off the northern 
coast. Famous for the active volcano 
Stromboli, whose pyrotechnics light 
up the night sky, the islands are also 
home to natural thermal and sulphur 
springs. Lipari is the largest of the 
islands, with its historic citadel, lively 
harbour and meandering streets just 
waiting to be explored. 

No guide to Sicily would be complete 
without a nod to Francis Ford Coppola’s 
iconic film, The Godfather. Filming 
took place in several quintessentially

Sicilian villages, unspoilt enough to 
stand in for 1940s-era Sicily when the 
film was made in the 1970s. Many 
memorable scenes were filmed in 
Savoca, high in the hills of Sicily. The 
Bar Vitelli still looks exactly like it did 
during filming, and it’s just a short 
walk from there to the church of Santa 
Lucia where Michael Corleone and his 
Sicilian bride, Apollonia, were married.

Blessed with a perfect Mediterranean 
climate, Sicily offers a wealth of 
opportunities for those who wish 
to relax and enjoy the natural 
surroundings. With nature reserves 
with sandy beaches, rocky coves and 
clear waters, the island is perfect for 
water sports, hiking, and exploring the 
unspoiled Mediterranean vegetation of 
dwarf palms, olive trees and fragrant 
evergreens.

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Variety Cruises offers a unique 7-night 

sailing on board a 49-passenger yacht, 
from Malta to Sicily and the Aeolian 
Islands, departing May-July 2021, from 
£1773pp

2. Azamara cruises the Islands of the 
Mediterranean from Barcelona to 
Athens for 11 nights, calling at Trapani 
and Syracuse in Sicily, departing 18 
September 2021 from £3423pp

An Island of Treasures
At the crossroads of the ancient Mediterranean trade routes lies 
Sicily, a captivating island with unique history, sublime scenery 
and delectable cuisine

‘Every culture has left 
its mark on Sicily’

Adriatic - Cape Verde - Tahiti - Costa Rica & Panama  
Greek Islands - Seychelles - Spain & Portugal 

West Africa - Egypt, Jordan & Israel - Sicily & Malta
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*Lead in fare is based on 2 adults sharing a category 6 cabin unless stated otherwise. Includes full board cruise and port charges (return flights, hotels and overseas transfers where indicated). Summer 2021 Early 
Booking Discount (EBD) valid to 31.01.2021; Summer 2022 EBD valid to 31.01.2022. EBD discounts ranges from 10-20%. 5% repeat passenger discount is combinable with EBD but neither of these benefits are available 
in conjunction with any other offer. Single supplement ranges from 50% when booking a category 6 – category 2 cabin and 100% for categories 1 and above. All prices are correct at time of print, are subject to availa-

bility and/or change, and can be withdrawn at any time.

Southeast Asia • Caribbean • Mediterranean • Ocean Crossings • Panama Canal

Tall  Ship Cruises That Dreams Are Made Of
For nearly 30 years, Star Clippers has been leading the way in providing 

authentic sailing experiences upon some of the most unique and 
timeless vessels on the seas.  Star Clippers offer a sailing experience 

that is like no other. If you are looking for an adventure on the waves 
which includes the atmosphere and character of traditional sailing but 
still with the comfort and luxury found on most modern cruises, then 

look no further. Visiting intimate ports often untouched by larger cruise 
ships and offering passengers the activities, amenities and atmosphere 

of a private yacht, creating the holiday experience of a lifetime.

STAR CLIPPERS
- Founded in 1989 -

YACHTSMAN’S PARADISE 
Departs 7th & 22nd May 2022
7-nights aboard Star Clipper

Visiting: Istanbul (Turkey) | At Sea | Dikili 
(Turkey) | Myrina, Limnos (Greece) | Skiathos 
(Greece) | Skopelos (Greece) | Poros (Greece) 

Pireaus (Port of Athens, Greece)
Price includes 7-nights full-board 

sailing, 10% Early Booking Discount 
and port charges.

Cruise Only 
From £1,600pp*

CORSICA & FRENCH RIVIERA 
Departs 2nd October 2021 | 7-night package  

7-nights aboard Royal Clipper
Visiting: Cannes (France) | Portofino (Italy) 

Propriano, Corsica (France) | Stintino, 
Sardinia (Italy) | Calvi, Corsica (France) 

Bandol (France) | St. Tropez beach (France) 
St. Tropez port (France) | Cannes (France) 
Price includes return flights, 7-nights 
full board sailing, 10% Early Booking 
Discount, overseas transfers and port 

charges.

Fly From London Heathrow 
From £1,969pp*

GREEK ISLANDS MINI CRUISE
Departs 7th August 2021 | 7-night package

3-nights aboard Star Flyer
Visiting: Athens (Greece) | Mykonos (Greece) 

Hydra (Greece) | Athens (Greece)
Price includes return flights, 4-nights 

pre-cruise stay at The Athenian Riviera, 
3-nights full board sailing, 10% Early 
Booking Discount, overseas transfers 

and port charges.

Fly From Manchester 
From £1,379pp*

Bluewater_SC MED AD.indd   1 23/11/2020   11:34:35

A unique 10-night Greek sail and stay holiday beginning with a 3-night hotel stay in the 
elegant beach resort of Vouliagmeni, the jewel in the Athenian Riviera’s crown. Spend an 
unforgettable few days in this coastal town, once the summer playground of Bridget Bardot 
and Jackie Onassis, before embarking 228-passenger tall ship Royal Clipper for a 7-night 
sailing cruise to unspoilt Greek Islands. Colourful neoclassical mansions line the beautiful 
harbour of Kastellorizo, while the famous Lycian Rock Tombs overlook the Turkish city of 
Fethiye. Experience authentic Greece on the tranquil island of Symi, relax on the secluded 
beaches of Chalki, and discover the thermal springs and hidden caves of unspoiled Milos.

Exclusive fly-cruise package with Athenian Riviera stay!

Greece, Turkey and the Athenian Riviera 

Your 10-night fly-cruise & stay includes: 

	7-night full-board cruise
	3-night hotel stay in Vouliagmeni
	Return flights from London or Manchester
	Overseas transfers
	Complimentary tea, coffee and water on board
	Use of ship’s watersports and snorkelling 

equipment
	Port charges

from 
£2149pp

Departures    
2021: Jul 24

Highlights  
Vouliagmeni, Kastellorizo, Fethiye, Symi, Chalki, 
Milos, Athens

Board 228-passenger tall ship Royal Clipper for a 7-night sailing cruise around the idyllic 
islands of the Grenadines, visiting the picturesque Tobago Cays and Fort-de-France, the 
chic capital of Martinique. Voyage under full sail to a secret hideaway island chosen by 
the Captain, then soak up the aromas of the ‘Spice Island’ of Grenada with its tumbling 
waterfalls and mountainous interior. Enjoy swimming, snorkelling and beachcombing at the 
entrancing uninhabited islands and lagoon of Tobago Cays, before spotting whales, dolphins 
and turtles off the coast of St Vincent and Bequia. The sophisticated capital of Martinique 
offers shopping opportunities galore, whilst the lush rainforests and Pitons of St Lucia are the 
perfect backdrop to the glamorous marina at Marigot Bay and sulphur springs of Soufriere.

Save up to 20% PLUS our exclusive £50pp discount!

Grenadine Islands Sailing Cruise 

Your 7-night cruise includes:

	7-night full-board cruise
	Complimentary tea, coffee and water
	Use of ship’s watersports and snorkelling 

equipment
	Port charges

Departures    
2021: Dec 18
2022: Jan 2, 15, 29; Feb 12, 26; Mar 12, 26

Highlights  
Bridgetown, Captain’s Best, St George’s, Tobago 
Cays, Kingstown, Admiralty Bay, Fort-de-France, 
Marigot Bay, Soufriere

from 
£1097pp
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Join brand new 100-passenger superyacht Emerald Azzurra on this relaxing 7-night cruise 
showcasing the jewels of the Croatian Coast, set against a backdrop of the glistening 
Adriatic. Explore the idyllic island of Krk in the shadow of St Mary’s Cathedral, and visit the 
beautiful city of Zadar, where ancient ruins blend seamlessly with modern masterpieces. 
Medieval Sibenik is renowned for its UNESCO-listed cathedral, while the lavender-scented 
island of Hvar has been dubbed the Saint Tropez of Croatia. Enjoy an authentic taste of 
Dalmatia in lively Split, home to the extraordinary Diocletian’s Palace, and stroll along the 
narrow streets of Korcula’s atmospheric Old Town past medieval churches and squares.

Exclusive savings of up to £1756 per couple!

Your 7-night fly-cruise includes:
	7-night full board cruise
	Return flights from the UK
	Overseas transfers
	Guided shore excursions
	Complimentary wine, beer and soft drinks 

with lunch and dinner
	Complimentary Wi-Fi
	Gratuities
	Onboard Zodiac and marina toys
	Port and airport taxes

Departures    
2022: Apr 16*, 23; May 21*, 28; Jun 25*; 
Jul 2; Aug 27; Sep 17*, 24
*Itinerary operates in reverse

from 
£3481pp

Highlights    
Venice, Krk, Zadar, Sibenik, Hvar, Split, Korcula, 
Dubrovnik

Croatia In Depth 

All prices and offers are based on two adults sharing a cabin, are correct at time of going to press, subject to availability, apply to new bookings only, cannot be applied retrospectively and can be withdrawn at any time. Terms and conditions apply. All the flight-
inclusive holidays in this brochure are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask for it and check to ensure that everything you booked (flights, cruise, hotels and other services) is listed on it.

Blue Water Holidays Ltd is a company registered in England and Wales, number 4085664. Registered Office: Bowers Wharf, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 2PD.
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Exclusive Blue Water Holidays Offer  
Book any Emerald Waterways river cruise with  
us and benefit from an extra £50pp discount!

call us now on 01756 706524

www.bluewaterholidays.com/emerald


