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2020-21 ASIA RIVER CRUISING
Vietnam & Cambodia | Myanmar | China

Call us on 01756 706544
Visit www.bluewaterholidays.com

“Every stage of the holiday was wonderful. The excursions,
guided tours, choice of hotels and the cruise itself were all perfect.
This is a professional, friendly and ethical company…”

DELIGHT IN EVERY DETAIL

That’s the APT Difference
It’s the extra little things we think of
that make your journey totally unforgettable.
From great mega-cities to quiet rural villages, gain an authentic insight into local
life as APT guides you through Asia. Our breath-taking river cruises will take you
beyond the tourist trail and reveal the very heart of these captivating destinations.
Our wealth of knowledge and superb relationships with our partners around
the world means you can feel confident that every moment of your APT journey
will be memorable.
From the first time you pick up the phone, to the warm welcome you receive
every time you return from a day’s adventure. Our dedicated and experienced
staff are there for you every step of the way.
Of course, the inspirational destinations, eye-opening experiences and
extensive inclusions all add up to create a wonderful holiday. But with APT,
it’s our attention to detail in our knowledge, expertise and personal service
that truly sets us apart.
Don’t just take our word for it, read our independent traveller reviews:

ABTA No.V9080

Visit Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon
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“We simply glided seamlessly from one experience to another,
being generally more impressed and overawed each time.”

SO MUCH IS

Included
Set off on an unforgettable
river cruise with APT and you will
experience a seamless and carefree
journey; with everything included
to make the perfect holiday.

Flights from the UK
Enjoy the quality onboard experience
of scheduled airlines, including
Singapore Airlines and British Airways.

Enriching Sightseeing
Discover iconic sights and
hidden gems through a range
of guided sightseeing excursions,
including special Signature or
Insider Experiences.

Outstanding Service
Benefit from a level of care and
attention that we have refined over
90 years of family ownership.

Stylish Accommodation
Cruise in style aboard some of the
finest river ships on their respective
waterways; while on land, enjoy
quality accommodation in leading
hotels and resorts, set in central
or unique locations.

Delightful Cuisine
Indulge your taste buds on a journey
through the delicious delights of Asia.
Enjoy a variety of meals and drinks
during your adventure, both on
board and on land, as detailed
in each itinerary.

All the Fine Details
Relax knowing that all the essential
details are included too, from overseas
transfers and luggage porterage to
port charges and tipping – your price
covers everything you need for the
perfect holiday.

FLY FREE IN
PREMIUM ECONOMY
ON LUXURY MEKONG RIVER CRUISES
when you book by 30 November 2019*
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‘’The most fantastic holiday experience. Fabulous hotels.
Lovely boat. Brilliant staff. Wonderful food. Meticulously
planned trips. The most amazing guides. Loved it all.’’

CHOOSE YOUR

Dream Holiday
Luxury Holidays

Essential Holidays

Our Luxury Holidays allow you
to discover the true essence of
Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar
and China in unparalleled comfort
and style. You will enjoy the finest
five-star accommodation, a host
of unforgettable dining experiences,
enriching sightseeing and
exceptional service.

With APT Travelmarvel, you will
benefit from all the expertise,
knowledge and personal service of
APT. Throughout Vietnam, Cambodia
and Myanmar, enjoy hand-picked
accommodation in central and unique
locations, quality meals and all the
must-see sights.

It is the detail, however, that tells the
real story. From a luxurious stay at the
award-winning Hotel Sofitel Angkor
to dining at the Great Wall of China,
nowhere is our expertise more evident.
You will enjoy a varied range of
Signature Experiences, as detailed in
your itinerary, carefully designed to
provide insight into the history, culture,
lifestyle or cuisine of each region.
And because everyone is different,
we know you will appreciate our
Freedom of Choice concept, which
allows you to tailor your sightseeing
and dining in select locations, at no
additional cost.

Plus, with a selection of unique stays,
local insights and memorable meals,
our Insider Experiences give you the
chance to gain a greater insight into
each remarkable region without any
additional expense.
And while all the iconic destinations
and essential experiences are included
throughout your journey, you will
also get ample free time to discover
at your own pace, so you can enjoy
inspirational travel at marvellous value.
All Essential Holidays are
T R AV E L
M ARVE L

operated by Travelmarvel, part

of the APT Travel Group, and are indicated
throughout the itinerary pages by this logo.

Wander along the Great Wall of China
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Once-in-a-lifetime Moments
Signature Experiences
An included feature on all Luxury Holidays, our carefully-chosen Signature
Experiences allow you to venture into a world of charming surprises. These
extraordinary and varied events will take you on an inspiring journey beneath
the surface of local history, culture and traditions at no additional cost.

Freedom of ChoiceTM Inclusions

ENRICHING

Sightseeing
Whether on river or land, all of our tours include a wealth of sightseeing
inclusions as standard. Whichever holiday you choose, you are bound for an
experience like no other. With a dedicated Tour Director overseeing the smooth
operation of your journey, you will enjoy a comprehensive range of included
sightseeing covering iconic attractions, as well as hidden gems.
And because no one knows a place better than someone who calls it home,
in most locations you will be joined by expert local guides. Through them,
the place, its people and culture will come to life before your eyes.

We know that not all travellers have the same interests and that is why on our
Luxury Holidays, in many locations you can personalise your journey thanks to
the choice of sightseeing activities and dining experiences on offer. From cultural
insights and gourmet delights, to active exploration and relaxing treatments,
you can select your preferences at no additional cost.

Insider Experiences
On all Essential Holidays, an exciting range of specially selected Insider Experiences
have been designed to give you some truly engaging opportunities without extra
cost. You will enjoy in-depth discoveries of local culture and take in sights of
incredible natural wonders.
Look for these logos throughout the itinerary pages.

“This was one of the best holidays we’ve had. The local guides
were wonderful and the sights and tours fabulous.”

See the breathtaking age-old temples of Bagan
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Cruise the picturesque waters of Ha Long Bay

9

STYLISH

Accommodation
On board our river ships, cruising the Mekong in Vietnam & Cambodia,
the Irrawaddy in Myanmar, and the Yangtze through the Three Gorges region of
China, you will find elegant and comfortable suites that offer the perfect haven
to retire to at the end of a busy day of sightseeing.
The public areas have also been designed to enhance your journey. Large outdoor
decks that allow you to watch the scenery glide by, combined with main lounges
that offer a cosy place to curl up with a drink, equal a relaxing journey. Regardless
of the river ship you are travelling on, the attention that has been paid to even
the smallest detail is sure to not only meet but exceed your expectations.

The Perfect Complement
When you are not cruising, our diverse collection of hotels and resorts are not
only handpicked for their outstanding facilities, they are also chosen for their
sensational locations. From central hotels that place you right in the middle of
the action, to peaceful resorts in the midst of tranquil natural settings, each has
been carefully chosen to enhance your journey throughout Asia.

“A very well organised holiday with top
rate accommodation and staff throughout the
whole tour. A truly memorable, wonderful trip.”
A stylish deluxe balcony suite aboard the Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer
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Relax at the Shinta Mani Shack in Siem Reap
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TANTALISING

Flavours

During your holiday, you will sample
sublime flavours that range from
authentic local cuisine to exquisite
international dishes.
Chefs on all of our river ships
use fresh local produce to create a
sumptuous insight into local flavours
you will want to savour. While freeflowing wines, local beers and soft
drinks are included with lunch and
dinner on board all of our river ships
throughout Asia.
During land tours, you will enjoy
hand-picked feature meals in some
of Vietnam, Cambodia and China’s
top restaurants especially chosen
to enhance your journey.
Not all people have the same tastes
when it comes to food and dining
experiences. That is why on our
Luxury Holidays, in select places you
are presented with a range of different
restaurants from which to choose.

Meet Luke Nguyen
We are delighted to confirm
that celebrity chef, author, and
APT Ambassador Luke Nguyen
has created a range of exclusive
culinary experiences for guests on
our Luxury Mekong and Irrawaddy
river cruises, at no extra charge.
On board the RV AmaMekong,
enjoy a Welcome Dinner as well
as a Vietnamese share-style dinner
in the private restaurant Indochine.
While on board the RV Samatha,
in our intimate ten-seat venue,
indulge in modern Burmese fare
showcasing fresh regional produce
and Luke’s signature style.
For those who stay with us in
Ho Chi Minh City, you’ll also be
treated to a dinner at Luke’s
stunning restaurant, Vietnam House.

‘’Our cruise was truly
unforgettable. The food and
the service were excellent.’’

Sample some of the signature flavours of the region
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Vietnam & Cambodia

Explore the wonders of the Mekong as you are swept through the
legendary landscapes of Vietnam & Cambodia. From the energetic cities
of Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi, and the iconic temples of Angkor, to quiet
backwater villages dotted along the Mekong, we will take you beyond the
tourist trail and reveal the very heart of these captivating destinations.

Explore the beauty of World Heritage-listed Angkor Wat
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NEW SHIP

NEW RIVER SHIP

RV AmaMekong

Absorb the lush landscapes of Vietnam and Cambodia as they glide by
from the deck of our brand new luxury river ship, the RV AmaMekong.

All Suites, All Balconies, All Spacious
With just 44 suites and with some of the largest entry-level suites on the Mekong,
our luxurious Twin Balcony suites feature an outside balcony and an indoor
panoramic balcony. Furthermore, complimentary garment laundering is offered
to all suites on board.

Indulgent Public Areas
Comfortable loungers on the Sun Deck will entice you to unwind while you
sip a cocktail and curl up with a good book. When it’s time to cool off, head

Relax at the Pool bar and cafe (artist impression)
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down to the pool and enjoy a light lunch al fresco at the pool bar and cafe.
The air-conditioned lounge and bar is the ideal place for afternoon tea, an
informative presentation, a nightcap or for taking in an Apsara dance performance.

Unrivalled Wining & Dining
Whether it’s an indulgent champagne breakfast or afternoon tea, flavoursome
local dishes or Western classics, the cuisine served in the restaurant is secondto-none. For the perfect accompaniment, complimentary beverages are included
at all times during your cruise*. For something a little more special, experience
an authentic taste of Vietnam at Indochine by Luke Nguyen, a private dining
room serving inspired modern Asian fare.

Unwind in an elegant Sadec Twin Balcony Suite (artist impression)
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NEW FOR 2020
RV AmaMekong ship

Your Luxury Holiday Includes
Home-to-airport transfers by private car*

VIETNAM &
CAMBODIA
HIGHLIGHTS
15 DAYS – SIEM REAP
TO HO CHI MINH CITY

from the UK

Signature Experiences

Freedom of Choice Sightseeing & Dining

7 nights aboard the RV AmaMekong
& Siem Reap

Return scheduled flights

Unique cultural experiences in up to 11 towns, villages and cities
Luxury accommodation in Ho Chi Minh City

12 breakfasts (B), 8 lunches (L) and 11 dinners (D)

beverages served at your discretion on board the RV AmaMekong*
Director and expert local guides

Complimentary
APT Cruise

Overseas transfers, port charges and tipping

LUXURY RIVER CRUISING & TOURING

From the bustling streets of
Ho Chi Minh City and ancient temples
of Angkor, to remote villages only
accessible by water – you’ll explore
this world of wonders in luxury aboard
the brand new RV AmaMekong. Watch
the golden sunrise over Angkor Wat
temple, visit homes and monasteries,
and dine on our Vietnamese menu
designed by chef Luke Nguyen.
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Day 1. Depart London.
Make your way to London Heathrow for
your flight to Cambodia.
Day 2. Arrive Siem Reap.
On arrival at the airport, you’ll be met and
transferred to the luxurious Hotel Sofitel Angkor,
in the exciting Siem Reap city centre. You can
enjoy the rest of the day at your leisure.
Day 3. Siem Reap.
Head to Angkor Archaeological Park to visit
Angkor Thom and the temple of Bayon. This
afternoon, explore Ta Prohm before visiting
‘Opportunities of Development thru Art’ (ODA),
an organisation providing support for local
children. Tonight, enjoy a Welcome Dinner
and traditional Apsara dance performance. BD

Day 4. Siem Reap.
Rise early this morning and
travel back to Angkor Archaeological Park
to enjoy a special sunrise experience at
Angkor Wat. Afterwards, enjoy a guided tour
of this impressive temple before returning
to your hotel for breakfast. This afternoon,
a choice of sightseeing awaits. Perhaps join
a quad bike adventure, take a tuk tuk ride
to the Senteurs d’Angkor workshop or take
a bicycle tour through the countryside.
Tonight, select from a number of authentic
local restaurants for dinner.
BD
Day 5. Kampong Cham, Embark Ship, Koh Pen.
Transfer to Kampong Cham to embark your
luxury river ship, the RV AmaMekong. After

lunch, take an afternoon tour of Koh Pen.
Tonight, savour an exclusive Luke Nguyen
Welcome Dinner.
BLD
Day 6. Angkor Ban, Oknha Tey.
Take a walking discovery of Angkor Ban, one
of the few preserved villages after the Khmer
Rouge regime. Cruise to Oknha Tey, famous
for its silk weaving traditions, and enjoy a
demonstration. Dine onboard tonight.
BLD
Day 7. Phnom Penh, Oudong, Koh Chen.
Disembark in Phnom Penh for a Buddhist
Blessing Ceremony in Oudong. After, stroll
through the village Koh Chen to visit some
home copperware workshops. Before dinner
this evening, be treated to a special Khmer
folk performance. 
BLD
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HANOI 2

Ha Long
Ha Long Bay

2 The Au Co

Coach
Cruise
Hanoi & Ha Long Bay Extension
No. of Nights Stay

Day 8. Phnom Penh.
Today presents a wealth of included
sightseeing choices for you to indulge in.
Perhaps take in some of Cambodia’s sobering
history at the infamous Killing Fields, discover
Phnom Pen on a tuk tuk ride, or explore
the Royal Palace. 
BLD
Day 9. Phnom Penh, Border Crossing.
Depart Phnom Penh as you cruise along
the Mekong. After entering Vietnam, head
towards Tan Chau.
BLD
Day 10. Tan Chau, Evergreen Island.
Travel by small boat to Tan Chau, followed
by a rickshaw tour. Later, visit an evergreen
island and witness rural Mekong life.
BLD
Day 11. Sa Dec, Cai Be.
Today, cruise to the quaint town of Sa Dec.
On arrival, tour Huynh Thuy Le’s old house
and learn the story behind Marguerite Duras’
best-selling novel, The Lover. Afterwards, visit
a traditional Cao Dai temple. This afternoon,
a local boat will take you to the town of Cai Be.
Step ashore to explore before visiting a
local rice paper manufacturer.
BLD

Day 12. My Tho, Disembark Ship,
Ho Chi Minh City, Long Tan OR Cu Chi Tunnels.
Disembark at My Tho, transfer to Ho Chi
Minh City and check-in to the Park Hyatt
Saigon. Choose from two differing Signature
Experiences. On the first, journey to Ba Ria
and learn about the Battle of Long Tan.
Afterwards, attend a moving memorial
service at the Long Tan Cross. Alternatively,
explore the Cu Chi Tunnels.BLD
Day 13. Ho Chi Minh City.
Choose from an extensive range of
Freedom of Choice Sightseeing activities today,
including a motorbike tour, a cooking class at
GRAIN by Luke Nguyen, or a visit to the home
of a local artist. This evening, head to Vietnam
House where a delicious and exclusive dinner
menu, created by APT Ambassador Luke
Nguyen, awaits.BD
Day 14. Depart Ho Chi Minh City.
Today you will be transferred to the airport
for your return flight to the UK.

B

Angkor

VIETNAM

SIEM REAP 3

CAMBODIA
Kampong Cham
Angkor Ban
Koh Pen
Oknha Tey
7 RV AMAMEKONG
Phnom Penh
My Tho 2
Mekong River
HO CHI MINH CITY
Tan Chau
Cai Be
Sa Dec

HANOI & HA LONG BAY EXTENSION:
VIETNAM & CAMBODIA DISCOVERY
See more of Vietnam and include two nights in the bustling capital
of Hanoi. Here you will enjoy a guided tour of the city’s most famous
historical and cultural sites, plus select from a range of sightseeing
and dining options. Travel to World Heritage-listed Ha Long Bay
and enjoy a tranquil three-day cruise before flying to Siem Reap.
19 days from £6,495* per person.

Day 15. Arrive London.

FLY FREE IN PREMIUM ECONOMY*
15 days Siem Reap to Ho Chi Minh City from

£4,995*
per person twin share

Departures from October 2020 to April 2021

BOOK BY 30 NOVEMBER 2019
*Terms & conditions apply. Please refer to page 43 for further information. Price based on travel in Cat. D Deluxe Twin Balcony Suite
departing 17 December 2020 (VEM15F). 19 day Vietnam & Cambodia Discovery based on 21 December 2020 departure (VEM19F).
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NEW FOR 2020

NEW RIVER SHIP

RV Apsara

Enjoy the sophisticated design and premium facilities of
APT Travelmarvel’s new all-balcony suite river ship, the RV Apsara.

Contemporary Facilities
All-Balcony Suites
All of our premium suites feature both an Outside Balcony and a French Balcony.
No matter which category of suite you choose, you are sure to delight in your
comfortable retreat, complete with a queen-size bed, an ensuite, air-conditioning
and a mini-fridge.

Attentive Onboard Service
With a guest to staff ratio of 2:1, the service you will receive on board is
understandably exceptional. Intuitive and professional, but most of all cheerful,
each crew member has extensive training and is always delighted to help.

Enjoy a range of facilities aboard the new RV Apsara
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Relax, take in the scenic views in the spacious public areas designed for comfort.
The Sun Deck features reclining chairs and a swimming pool, while the Saigon
Lounge & Bar offers an air-conditioned main lounge and a range of evening
entertainment. You will also have time to relax and unwind in our Apsara Spa
& Wellness Centre.

Delicious Dining
In the air-conditioned Mekong Restaurant, indulge in a variety of splendid local
and international dishes prepared by the ship’s masterful onboard chefs. You can
also enjoy an espresso in Le Viet Nam café with large windows that allow you to
take in the passing views.

Unwind in the comfort of a Deluxe Balcony Suite
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NEW FOR 2020
RV Apsara ship

Your Essential Holiday Includes

ESSENTIAL
VIETNAM &
CAMBODIA
14 DAYS – HO CHI MINH CITY
TO SIEM REAP

Return scheduled flights from the UK
11 towns, villages and cities

Unique cultural experiences in up to

Insider Experiences

7 nights aboard the RV Apsara

Hand-picked accommodation in Ho Chi Minh City & Siem Reap
7 lunches (L) and 9 dinners (D)

served with lunch and dinner on board the RV Apsara
and local guides

11 breakfasts (B),

International wine, local beer, spirits and soft drinks
Travelmarvel Cruise Director

Overseas transfers, port charges and tipping

T R AV E L
M ARVE L

ESSENTIAL RIVER CRUISING & TOURING

Discover the temples of
World Heritage-listed Angkor
Archaeological Park; explore the
bustling stalls and French Colonial
architecture of Saigon; and gain
a compelling insight into local life
along the mighty Mekong River
aboard the RV Apsara.

Day 1. Depart London.
Make your way to London Heathrow for
your flight to Vietnam.
Day 2. Arrive Ho Chi Minh City.
Arrive in Ho Chi Minh City, commonly known
as Saigon, and transfer to your hotel, the stylish
and modern Fusion Suites Saigon, where you’ll
settle in for a two-night stay. Tonight, savour
authentic Vietnamese dishes for a Welcome
Dinner at The Chopsticks Saigon.D
Day 3. Cu Chi Tunnels, Ho Chi Minh City.
This morning, take a step back in time and
visit the Cu Chi Tunnels, built by Vietnamese
resistance fighters during the Vietnam War.
Part of a larger network, the tunnels were
used by Viet Cong guerrillas as hiding spots
during combat.
B
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Day 4. Ho Chi Minh City, Embark Ship.
After breakfast, drive to My Tho Port to
board your unique river ship. Built to provide
a gratifying onboard experience, enjoy the
sophisticated design and premium facilities
of the new RV Apsara. Exuding a true Asian
ambience, the superb ship offers balconies
with every suite to ensure a unique and scenic
perspective on your Mekong River cruise. BLD
Day 5. Cai Be, Sa Dec.
Take a boat to the town of Cai Be. Go ashore
to see Cai Be’s French Gothic Cathedral and
visit to a local rice paper manufacturer to learn
how rice paper is made. Continue on to Sa Dec
for a guided tour. Here, you’ll see the home of
Huynh Thuy Le, once the lover of French writer
Marguerite Duras, and visit a Cao Dai Temple.BLD

Day 6. Tan Chau, Border Crossing.
Transfer to a small boat for a journey along
the tiny tributaries that snake around Tan Chau,
step ashore for a rickshaw tour and visit a
local island. Spend the remainder of the day
in comfort on board as your ship cruises
to the Cambodian border.
BLD
Day 7. Phnom Penh.
Today, join an excursion to the infamous
Killing Fields and the Tuol Sleng Genocide
Museum, on the site of the Khmer Rouge’s
notorious Security Prison 21. Later in Phnom
Penh, a tour takes you to visit the extravagant
Royal Palace.
BLD
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HANOI 2

Ha Long
Ha Long Bay

2 Bhaya Cruises’ Classic Junk

Coach
Cruise
Hanoi & Ha Long Bay Extension
No. of Nights Stay

Day 8. Oudong, Koh Chen.
This morning, an excursion takes you
to Oudong, Cambodia’s former royal capital.
While here, be treated to a memorable Buddhist
Blessing Ceremony. En-route back to Phnom
Penh, explore Koh Chen, a village specialising
in the manufacture of copperware. Here you’ll
visit some small family workshops and have
the opportunity to buy some souvenirs.
BLD
Day 9. Oknha Tey.
Disembark this morning for a tour of Oknha Tey,
or “Silk Island”, located on the lush banks of
the Mekong River. You’ll visit a local workshop
and observe the traditional silk weaving
that has been preserved for centuries.
This afternoon, set sail for Angkor Ban.
BLD
Day 10. Angkor Ban, Koh Pen.
Disembark this morning for a walking tour of
Angkor Ban, one of the few traditional villages
left in Cambodia. Cruise on to Kampong Cham.
After lunch enjoy a tuk tuk ride around
the island of Koh Pen.
BLD

Day 11. Disembark Ship,
Kampong Cham, Siem Reap, Angkor.
This morning, disembark in Kampong
Cham and transfer to Siem Reap. Later,
meet with children at Opportunities of
Development thru Art (ODA), an organisation
that offers educational support. Continue
to explore Ta Prohm and its verdant,
intertwined trees. Tonight, stay in the
beautiful Shinta Mani Shack.
B
Day 12. Angkor, Siem Reap.
After a morning at leisure in Siem Reap,
visit the ancient Bayon Temple. This evening,
enjoy sunset at Angkor Wat before savouring
a delicious Farewell Dinner and Apsara
dance performance.
BD
Day 13. Depart Siem Reap.
Today you will be transferred to the airport
for your return flight to the UK.
Day 14. Arrive London.

B

Angkor

VIETNAM

SIEM REAP 2 CAMBODIA
Kampong
Angkor Ban
Cham
Oudong
7 RV Apsara
Phnom Penh
My Tho
Mekong River
Tan Chau

Cai Be
Sa Dec

2 HO CHI MINH CITY

HANOI & HA LONG BAY EXTENSION:
DISCOVER VIETNAM & CAMBODIA
Spend two nights in Hanoi where you’ll enjoy a special Welcome
Dinner at KOTO and soak up Hanoi’s sights on a guided tour and
rickshaw ride. Travel to Ha Long and board your traditional junk
for a two-night cruise on World Heritage-Listed Ha Long Bay
before returning to Hanoi for your flight to Ho Chi Minh City.
18 days from £4,095* per person.

FLY FREE + FREE CABIN UPGRADE*
14 days Ho Chi Minh City to Siem Reap from

£3,145*
per person twin share

Departures from July 2020 to March 2021

BOOK BY 30 NOVEMBER 2019
*Terms & conditions apply. Please refer to page 43 for further information. Price based on travel in Cat. B Deluxe Balcony Suite
departing 18 July 2020 (VTMR14F). 18 day Discover Vietnam & Cambodia based on 14 July 2020 departure (VTMR18F).
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Myanmar

Uncover the hidden secrets of this once-forgotten nation on a
spellbinding cruise along the rarely travelled Irrawaddy River. Feel the
warmth and grace of the inquisitive locals, see how the fading British
colonial legacy blends with the predominantly Buddhist culture and taste
the intoxicating combination of flavours from China, India and Thailand.

See the breathtaking age-old temples of Bagan
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NEW FOR 2020

Your Luxury Holiday Includes
Home-to-airport transfers by private car*
from the UK

HIDDEN
WONDERS OF
MYANMAR

Return scheduled flights

Unique cultural experiences in up to 10 towns, villages and cities

Signature Experiences
the RV Samatha

Freedom of Choice Sightseeing

Luxury accommodation in Yangon

9 lunches (L) and 9 dinners (D)

International wine, local beer, local spirits and soft

drinks served throughout the day on board the RV Samatha
and expert local guides

7 nights aboard
9 breakfasts (B),
APT Cruise Director

Overseas transfers, port charges and tipping

12 DAYS – YANGON RETURN

LUXURY RIVER CRUISING & TOURING

Experience the heart and soul of
Myanmar on this remarkable luxury
river cruise aboard the luxurious
RV Samatha. Cruise through the
remote Irrawaddy region, past local
villages, imposing mountains and
exotic gilded stupas, and enjoy
a two-night stay at the Sule
Shangri-La Hotel in Yangon.

Day 1. Depart London.
Make your way to London Heathrow for
your flight to Myanmar.
Day 2. Arrive Mandalay, Embark Cruise.
Upon arrival into Yangon, board an included
flight to Mandalay. Be met on arrival and
transfer to the Irrawaddy River, where your
luxurious ship awaits, the RV Samatha.
Later on, visit the Kuthodaw Pagoda and
the Shwenandaw Monastery. Tonight, enjoy
a welcome dinner and onboard cultural
show from the Mandalay Fine Art School. LD
Day 3. Mingun, Mandalay, Amarapura.
Cruise to Mingun and explore the massive
ruins of Pathodawgyi (Unfinished Pagoda),
see the towering bronze bell and admire
the Myatheindan Pagoda. Back in Mandalay,
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visit the Mahamuni Buddha. This afternoon,
travel to Amarapura for a silk workshop, as well
as the famed U-Bein Bridge. Enjoy a sunset
sampan cruise with a drink in hand as you
watch local villagers and monks cross the
bridge while the sun sinks behind them. BLD
Day 4. Sagaing.
Disembark in Sagaing, the former Royal
capital, and visit the Soon U Ponya Shin
Pagoda for breathtaking views. After,
visit a silversmith workshop.

BLD

Day 5. Yandabo, Pakokku.
Today, see a pottery-making demonstration
by local artisans in Yandabo. After lunch
on board, travel to Pakokku for a series
of traditional local workshops.
BLD

Day 6. Bagan.
This morning, journey to New Bagan
and experience a cultural elephant dance
before visiting a lacquerware workshop.
You’ll then explore some of the stunning
temples including the well-preserved
Ananda Temple, affectionately known as
the ‘Westminster Abbey of Myanmar’. Later
this afternoon, head to a viewing tower to
observe a stunning sunset over Bagan with
free flowing drinks and delicious canapés. BLD
Day 7. Bagan, Salay.
You have the option to rise early and
experience a bird’s-eye view of the stunning
plains of Bagan aboard a hot air balloon
(at additional cost). This morning, take your
choice of included sightseeing before cruising
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Mingun
Sagaing
Yandabo
Pakokku
7 RV Samatha

Salay

Mandalay
Amarapura

Bagan
Irrawaddy
River

Heho
3 Inle Lake

Magwe
MYANMAR
(BURMA)

towards Salay. In the afternoon, visit Yoke Sone
Kyaung, the region’s oldest surviving wooden
monastery, and the Man Paya Pagoda, home
to Myanmar’s largest lacquer Buddha.
BLD
Day 8. Magwe.
Enjoy a morning at leisure before visiting
the golden Myathalon Pagoda in Magwe.
You will also take a trip to a Buddhist Nunnery.
Afterwards, explore the downtown area. BLD
Day 9. Magwe, Disembark Cruise, Yangon.
Disembark your ship and board your included
charter flight to Yangon. Check-in to your hotel,
Sule Shangri-La and take a short stroll to Sule
Pagoda and Pansoden Street. Tonight’s dinner
is served at a local restaurant.
BLD

Day 10. Yangon.
Take a short ferry ride to the rural village
of Dala. Hop on a trishaw and visit a candlemaking workshop to observe this traditional
art. After lunch, you will have a choice of
included sightseeing. Later, one of the world’s
most famous pagoda awaits – the Shwedagon
Pagoda. No visit to Yangon is complete without
gazing in awe at this golden masterpiece.
Tonight, dinner is at your hotel.
BLD
Day 11. Depart Yangon.
Transfer to the airport for your return flight
to the UK.
Day 12. Arrive London.

Coach
Cruise
Inle Lake Extension
Flight (included)
No. of Nights Stay

2 YANGON

B

INLE LAKE EXTENSION:
HIDDEN WONDERS OF MYANMAR WITH INLE LAKE
Extend your stay and witness the beauty of Inle Lake, with a three
night stay. Take in the floating gardens and see the iconic one-legged
rowing technique used by local fishermen; stop at local manufacturing
workshops in the area including a silk factory; visit the famous
Nga Phe Kyaung Monastery; and meet with Padaung Tribes.
15 days from £4,845* per person.

FLY FREE*
12 days Yangon return from

£3,995*
per person twin share

Departures from September 2020 to February 2021

BOOK BY 30 NOVEMBER 2019
*Terms & conditions apply. Please refer to page 43 for further information. Prices based on travel in Cat. D Panoramic Balcony
or Window Suite departing 7 September 2020 (MA12F/MA15F).
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NEW FOR 2020

Your Essential Holiday Includes
Return scheduled flights from the UK

MAJESTIC
MYANMAR
12 DAYS – YANGON RETURN

up to 10 towns, villages and cities
the RV Princess Panhwar

Unique cultural experiences in

Insider Experiences

7 nights aboard

Hand-picked accommodation in Yangon

9 breakfasts (B), 7 lunches (L) and 9 dinners (D)

International wine,

local beer and soft drinks served with lunch and dinner on board the
RV Princess Panhwar

Travelmarvel Cruise Director and expert local guides

Overseas transfers, port charges and tipping
T R AV E L
M ARVE L

ESSENTIAL RIVER CRUISING & TOURING

Uncover the hidden secrets of
Myanmar along the rarely travelled
Irrawaddy River. Stay at the modern,
centrally located Pullman Yangon
Centrepoint before embarking on
a seven night enchanting river cruise
aboard the RV Princess Panhwar,
through a breath-taking land filled
with age-old temples and pagodas.

Day 1. Depart London.
Make your way to London Heathrow for
your flight to Myanmar.
Day 2. Arrive Yangon.
Upon arrival in Yangon, you’ll be met
at the airport and transferred to your hotel,
the Pullman Yangon Centrepoint Hotel. This
afternoon, visit the Reclining Buddha, stop for
photographs at the Kandawgyi Lake and then
take a walk through the colonial downtown area
of Yangon. Tonight, enjoy a Welcome Dinner. D
Day 3. Yangon.
This morning is at your leisure. Later this
afternoon, visit Bogyoke Market and Shwedagon
Pagoda, a 99 metre-high gilded pagoda and
stupa that dominates the city skyline. After
touring return to your hotel for dinner.
BD
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Day 4. Yangon, Embark Ship, Magwe.
This morning, transfer to Yangon airport for
your flight to Magwe. Board the RV Princess
Panhwar, your beautiful home for the next seven
nights. Enjoy lunch onboard before an afternoon
excursion to see the venerated Mya Tha Lun
Pagoda and a traditional Buddhist nunnery. BLD
Day 5. Salay.
Cruise to Salay. Visit Yoke Sone Kyaung,
the region’s oldest wooden monastery, built in
1882 and known for its detailed wood carvings.
After, see the Mann Paya Pagoda and its
impressive golden Buddha that stands
almost twenty feet tall.
BLD

Day 6. Bagan.
Enjoy breakfast on board while cruising
to Bagan, one of the world’s greatest
archaeological sites. This morning, experience
a local cultural dance followed by a visit to
a lacquerware workshop. Prepare to marvel
this afternoon at Bagan’s highlights. See the
well-preserved Ananda Temple, called the
‘Westminster Abbey of Myanmar’, and the
large Htilominlo Temple before gorgeous
sunset viewing over the pagodas.
BLD
Day 7. Bagan, Pakokku.
Explore the bustling Nyaung U Market and
stop by Shwezigon Pagoda. Sail to Pakokku
and in the afternoon, learn something new
at cheroot, blanket and longyi workshops.BLD
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Mandalay

Yandabo
Pakokku
7 RV Princess Panhwar
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Bagan
Irrawaddy
River

Heho
3 Inle Lake

Magwe

Day 8. Yandabo.
Tour the village of Yandabo, a place famous for
its terracotta pots that have been handcrafted
in the same fashion for generations. Afterwards,
whet your appetite with an onboard cooking
demonstration.BLD
Day 9. Sagaing, Mingun, Mandalay.
Visit Soon Oo Ponya Shin Pagoda in Sagaing,
and a silversmith workshop. During lunch, cruise
to Mingun. While here, visit some iconic pagodas
and the Mingun Bell, one of the largest ringing
bells in the world.
BLD

Day 10. Mandalay.
Visit Mandalay’s Mahamuni Buddha Temple,
where you’ll be able to witness the locals adding
gold leaf to a statue of the Mahamuni Buddha.
After, head to Kuthodaw Pagoda and the
Shwenandaw Monastery. This afternoon, visit a
Silk workshop followed by a sunset boat ride at
U-Bein Bridge. Tonight, enjoy a Farewell Dinner
and unique cultural show onboard.
BLD
Day 11. Disembark Ship, Depart Mandalay.
Disembark your ship after breakfast and fly
to Yangon in order to join your return flight
to the UK.

MYANMAR
(BURMA)
Cruise
Inle Lake Extension
Flight (included)
No. of Nights Stay

2 YANGON

B

Day 12. Arrive London.

INLE LAKE EXTENSION:
MAJESTIC MYANMAR WITH INLE LAKE
Extend your adventure with three nights at the Novotel Inle Lake
Myat Min on the shores of Inle Lake. See the ingenious one-legged
rowing technique used by local fishermen, explore the village of Indein,
visit Phaung Daw Oo Pagoda and the Nga Phe Kyaung Monastery.
15 days from £3,790* per person.

FLY FREE*
12 days Yangon return from

£2,995*
per person twin share

Departures from September 2020 to January 2021

BOOK BY 30 NOVEMBER 2019
*Terms & conditions apply. Please refer to page 43 for further information. Prices based on travel in Cat. D French Balcony
or Window Suite departing 8 September 2020 (MTR12F/MT15F).
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China

Fast-paced and beautiful, China presents a colourful and fragrant world
of endless possibilities. From iconic monuments, dynamic cities and
exquisite cuisine to enchanting landscapes, quaint villages and friendly
locals, this vast and varied country offers a dazzling array of wonders
to create a truly unique travel experience.

See the diverse range of architectural styles in Shanghai
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Your Luxury Holiday Includes
Home-to-airport transfers by private car*

Return scheduled flights from the UK

Unique cultural experiences in up to 8 towns, villages and cities
Experiences

BEST OF CHINA
16 DAYS – BEIJING
TO SHANGHAI

Freedom of Choice Sightseeing & Dining

the Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer
Xi’an and Shanghai

Signature

4 nights aboard

Luxury accommodation in Beijing, Chengdu,

14 breakfasts (B), 12 lunches (L) and 10 dinners (D)

House wine, local beer and soft drinks served with lunch and dinner on board
the Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer

APT Tour Director and expert local guides

Overseas transfers, port charges and tipping

LUXURY RIVER CRUISING & TOURING

Discover the dynamic cities,
distinctive culture, iconic monuments
and tantalising flavours of China.
Stay at five-star properties including
the Fairmont Peace Hotel in
Shanghai, and enjoy a four night
cruise through the stunning
Three Gorges region aboard
the only luxury all-suite ship
on the Yangtze River.
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Day 1. Depart London.
Make your way to London Heathrow for your
flight to China.
Day 2. Arrive Beijing.
Arrive in Beijing and transfer to your hotel
for a Welcome Reception. Stay for three nights
at the Regent Hotel Beijing.
Day 3. Beijing.
Today, explore a private section of the
Forbidden City. Enjoy an authentic Peking
Duck banquet tonight.
BLD
Day 4. Beijing, Great Wall of China.
Wander along a rarely-visited stretch
of the Great Wall of China before enjoying
a special lunch. Tonight, you may choose to
attend a Peking Opera or Kung Fu Show.
BL

Day 5. Beijing, Yichang, Embark Ship.
This morning, delight in your chosen
sightseeing activity. Fly to Yichang and
transfer to the Sanctuary Yangzi Explorer,
where you will embark on your four-night
river cruise along the Yangtze.
BLD
Day 6. Three Gorges Dam, Xiling Gorge.
Enjoy the spectacular scenery of the Three
Gorges region and the Three Gorges Project.
Back on board, pass through Xiling Gorge.
Toast the journey with a captain’s Welcome
Reception and a special Welcome Dinner. BLD
Day 7. Shennong Stream,
Wu Gorge, Qutang Gorge.
At Badong, paddle down the scenic river
in a traditional Chinese sampan (longboat)

and sneak a glimpse of rural life. Continue
to Wu Gorge and Qutang Gorge.
BLD
Day 8. Fuling.
Disembark in Fuling today. Here, enjoy
the extraordinary chance to visit the 816
Underground Project, an old nuclear site.
Later on, choose from a range of onboard
activities. This evening, enjoy the Emperor’s
Farewell Dinner, a Chinese banquet feast. BLD
Day 9. Chongqing, Disembark Ship, Chengdu.
Disembark your ship in Chongqing and
transfer by rail to Chengdu. Upon arrival, head for
a stroll along the lantern-lined Jinli Old Street to
peruse the local stalls and cafes. Check-in to the
Grand Hyatt Hotel Chengdu, and choose where
to enjoy your delicious dinner this evening.BLD

41

GU

MAX.

ED

ANTE
AR

30

G

U E STS

BEIJING 3

Cruise
Rail
Flight (included)
No. of Nights Stay

Day 10. Chengdu.
The morning is off to a delightful start
with a visit to the famed Chengdu Research
Base of Giant Panda Breeding. The rest of
the afternoon is at your leisure.
BL

Day 13. Xi’an, Shanghai.
Fly to Shanghai. On arrival, ride the
highspeed train. Check-in to the Fairmont
Peace Hotel Shanghai, and choose where
to dine tonight.

Day 11. Chengdu, Xi’an.
Fly to Xi’an and check-in to the Shangri-La
Hotel Xi’an. This afternoon, join a city tour and
visit the ancient city wall. Later on, enjoy your
Freedom of Choice activity.
BLD

Day 14. Shanghai.
Head to Shanghai’s waterfront for a
morning Tai Chi lesson. Discover a new side
to Shanghai with a vintage convertible Jeep
ride. Later, stop at the Jin Mao Tower for scenic
views of the city. Tonight, you’ll have the best
seats at a lovely acrobatic show.BL

Day 12. Xi’an, Terracotta Army.
Head out of Xi’an and visit a clay factory
where terracotta soldiers are still being made.
Spend the afternoon at the Museum of Qin
Terracotta Warriors and Horses and the
Qin Shi Huang Mausoleum. Select your
dinner option this evening.
BLD

Xi’an
2

SHANGHAI

BD

3

Sanctuary
4
Yangzi Explorer
Chengdu 2

Yangtze
River

Yichang

Chongqing
CHINA

Day 15. Shanghai.
Enjoy your Freedom of Choice activity
today. Savour a special Farewell Dinner.
BLD
Day 16. Depart Shanghai, Arrive London.
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for your
return flight to the UK.
B

FLY FREE*
16 days Beijing to Shanghai from

£5,895*
per person twin share

Departures from March to October 2020

BOOK BY 30 NOVEMBER 2019
*Prices shown are per person twin share, including saving, based on Cat. E Private Balcony Suite departing 27 May 2020 (CHYC16F).

*Terms and conditions apply. For full details, please refer to the APT Asia River Cruising & Touring 2020-21 brochure or website. Prices are per person,
twin share and include saving where applicable. Valid on new bookings made by 30 November 2019 or until sold out. Subject to availability and may
be withdrawn at any time. Solo supplements apply. FLY FREE IN PREMIUM ECONOMY on APT Luxury Vietnam & Cambodia: Offers are strictly limited
and available until sold out. Passengers will receive free return Premium Economy flights and taxes from London. Flights must be booked by APT.
Limited number of offers available, once sold out, alternative offer may apply. All internal flights will be in Economy Class. FLY FREE: Offer includes
free return Economy class flights & taxes from London Heathrow. Flights must be booked by APT. Subject to availability of airline and booking class
at time of booking, once booking class is sold out surcharges will apply. Flight upgrades may be available, however surcharges will apply. Air prices
& taxes are subject to change and can only be confirmed once your deposit has been received. FREE CABIN UPGRADE on Travelmarvel Essential
Vietnam & Cambodia is valid from Cat. C to Cat. B, Cat. B to Cat. B+ and Cat. B+ to Cat. A only; and excludes Sadec and Mekong Balcony Suites.
Complimentary home-to-airport transfers are available within a 75 driven mile radius of selected departure airports in the UK and Northern Ireland
and must be requested at the time of booking. No cash alternative available. Complimentary beverages on APT Luxury Vietnam & Cambodia available
throughout the day on board and exclude French Champagne, premium spirits and selected wines. A non-refundable deposit of £400 per person is
due within 7 days of booking, full payment due 100 days prior to departure. Prices correct as at 16 August 2019. UK-120
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TWO NEW MEKONG
RIVER SHIPS

Asia River Cruising
Vietnam & Cambodia | Myanmar | China

Call us on 01756 706544
Visit www.bluewaterholidays.com

dramatic beauty • intriguing history • intoxicating culture

FLY FREE
IN PREMIUM
ECONOMY*

ON LUXURY MEKONG
RIVER CRUISES

