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Blue Water Holidays Ltd is a company registered in England and 
Wales, number 4085664. Registered Office: Bowers Wharf, 
Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 2PD.

and a warm welcome to the new issue 
of Sailaway Magazine.

In this issue we feature Star Clippers’ 
long-awaited return to the Far East 
with a review of the inaugural sailing 
from Phuket in Thailand. Just over the 
border in Burma, we also experienced 
an APT Irrawaddy river cruise on board 
superb ship Princess Panhwar, a truly 
fascinating and inspirational journey.

We take a good look at the River Danube, 
always a popular choice for river cruising  
in Europe, along with our top tips for 
choosing the right river cruise. We 
hope our Island in the Sun feature 
helps you escape the winter gloom, 
and that our wildlife piece brightens up  
the long winter nights!

With best wishes

Juliet Archer, Managing Director
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Latest News from the World of CruiseHappy New Year

Our Latest Award 
Juliet Archer, Managing Director of 
Blue Water Holidays, was awarded 
River Cruise Agent of the Year 
by the Cruise Lines International 
Association. Juliet received her award 
during a glittering ceremony at the 
annual CLIA River Cruise Conference 
in Amsterdam in November 2016, in 
recognition of her status as a leading 
figure in the river cruise industry.

CroisiEurope are expanding their fleet 
in 2017 with a brand new ship on the 
Douro, Miguel Torga. On the Danube and 
the Rhine the MS Symphonie and the MS 
Douce France will be entirely renovated 
to become two of the top-rated Premium 
ships and will be renamed the MS 
Symphonie II and the MS Douce France II. 
The leading French river cruise company 
is also investing in African tours with a 
contemporary new 16-passenger boat 
which will cruise on the Chobe and 
Zambezi Rivers. CroisiEurope cruises  
start from £562pp, cruise only.

CroisiEurope Expands

Saga won 23 British Travel Awards 
last year, and we are proud to add 
their Ocean Cruises to our ever-
expanding cruise collection. Saga 
specialise in creating fantastic 
cruises for the over 50s market, 
although travel companions can be 
in their 40s. The company’s ocean 
ships, 720-passenger Saga Sapphire 
and 449-passenger Saga Pearl 
II, cruise from Southampton and 
Dover, and offer guests spacious, 
well-appointed cabins and stylish 
public areas. Cruises visit the 
picturesque Norwegian fjords, idyllic 
Canary Islands, the shores of the 
Mediterranean, and many more, and 
start from £799pp, cruise only.

A New Saga

Cruise and Maritime 
Introduces New Ports 
Cruise and Maritime Voyages is 
offering cruises from Newport, 
Cardiff, Dublin and Belfast for the first 
time in 2017, taking the company’s 
total number of ex-UK and Republic 
of Ireland departure ports to twelve. 
Magellan will cruise from Newport 
to the beautiful Norwegian fjords, 
and from Dublin to the dramatic 
landscapes of Iceland, the remote 
Scottish Isles and sun-kissed ports 
of the Mediterranean. Classic ocean 
liner Marco Polo will offer an itinerary 
from Cardiff exploring the contrasting 
cities of France, Spain and Portugal, 
as well as a summertime cruise 
showcasing some of the world’s most 
famous gardens, including Monet’s 
Garden in Giverny. She will also 
offer a special voyage from Belfast 
to Canada in the fall, with highlights 
including a cruise on the St Lawrence 
River and overnight stop in Montreal. 
Cruise and Maritime Voyages lead in 
at £749pp, cruise only.

Royal Caribbean’s innovative Oasis-
class ships, Allure of the Seas, Oasis 
of the Seas and the latest addition, 
Harmony of the Seas, met at sea for 
the first time in November 2016 off 
the coast of Fort Lauderdale in Florida. 
The meeting was part of celebrations 

to welcome Harmony of the Seas, the 
largest cruise ship in the world, to her 
new homeport of Port Everglades. 
Royal Caribbean cruises start from  
£560pp, cruise only.

Royal Caribbean Ships Meet at Sea 

Three New Ships for
American Cruise Lines 
Specialist cruise company, American 
Cruise Lines, is adding three new ships 
to its fleet, with the first, American 
Constellation, due to be ready in 
May 2017. The 170-passenger ship 
will cruise the waterways of New 
England and will have the latest 
environmentally friendly propulsion 
technology and wing stabilisers, as 
well as spacious staterooms featuring 
private balconies and floor-to-ceiling 
sliding glass doors. Her sister ship, yet 
to be named, is due to be completed 
in 2018, while the third vessel will 
be slightly larger, accommodating  
195 passengers. Cruises on brand new 
ship, American Constellation, start at 
around £2995pp, cruise only.

Largest Cruise Ship 
to Navigate the 
Northwest Passage 

Last year, the luxurious 1070- 
passenger Crystal Serenity, owned 
by Crystal Cruises, became the 
largest cruise ship to sail the 
legendary Northwest Passage, a 
shipping route through the remote 
Canadian Arctic linking the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans. Passengers 
on this once-in-a-lifetime voyage 
enjoyed landings by Zodiac and 
guided hikes, accompanied by an 
experienced expedition team and 
local Inuit guides. Crystal Serenity 
will be navigating the Northwest 
Passage again in August 2017 as 
part of a 32-night itinerary from 
Anchorage to New York City which 
leads in at £15589pp, cruise only. 

Ponant, the world leader in luxury 
expeditions, has revealed the names 
of its four new yachts which will start 
sailing in the summers of 2018 and 2019. 
Designed to access the most inaccessible 
locations, Le Lapérouse, Le Champlain,  
Le Bougainville and Le Kerguelen are named  
after great French explorers who set 
sail to discover new continents and pay 
tribute to Ponant’s expertise in luxury 
expeditions. Ponant cruises start from 
£2459pp, cruise only.

New Names Revealed 

First Yorkshire  
Cruise Show is  
a Huge Success 
Last October, we were proud to 
present the Yorkshire Cruise Show, 
Yorkshire’s first dedicated cruise 
show. The event was a huge success 
as we welcomed over 500 people to 
the Winter Garden in Ilkley. Visitors 
were able to meet representatives 
from some of the world’s leading 
cruise lines, including Viking Cruises, 
Riviera Travel, Hurtigruten, Star 
Clippers, Uniworld Boutique River 
Cruises, and Cruise & Maritime 
Voyages. There was a free prize draw 
with fantastic prizes donated by 
cruise lines, including the top prize of 
a river cruise for two along the Dutch 
waterways with Riviera Travel. We’ll 
be announcing details of this year’s 
cruise show soon!

We are delighted to add A-ROSA 
River Cruises to the Blue Water 
Holidays cruise collection. These 
innovative and stylish cruises on 
board premium ships are offered 
on Europe’s Danube, Rhine and 
Rhône rivers. Modern ships carry no 
more than 242 passengers, feature  
all-inclusive drinks and flexible 
dining arrangements, a large 
spa, excellent fitness facilities, 
swimming pool, spacious cabins 
and bicycles for exploring on shore. 

A-ROSA Joins the Fleet



Living the Dream We joined Star Clippers on their inaugural 
voyage to Thailand and Langkawi  

in December 2016

Already a lover of Thailand and Star 
Clippers, I was unbelievably excited 
to be combining the two. Having 
not operated itineraries in Thailand 
for 6 years, this voyage marked the 
beginning of an exciting new season 
for Star Clipper. 

If you were to dream of Thailand you 
would be sure to conjure up images 
of crystal clear waters, white sand, 
lush green forests, wooden fishing 
boats, and limestone rocks jutting 
out from the ocean. This voyage 
onboard Star Clipper, as I discovered, 
could therefore only be described as 
a dream. 

After a couple of nights at the 
Anantara Mai Khao Phuket Resort, a 
luxurious hotel ideal for spending time 

to recover from the long journey, we 
transferred to Patong Bay where Star 
Clipper awaited her first arrivals. She 
looked perfectly at peace in her new 
waters and I could not wait to set sail 
onboard the magnificent tall ship.

Away we headed under full sail, from 
the hustle and bustle of Patong Bay 
towards Ko Surin and the Similan 
Islands, with the breathtaking 
beauty of this area enhanced by the  
pollutant-free waters of the Andaman 
Sea. The crystal-clear water and 
abundance of marine life make for 
a swimming, snorkelling and divers 
paradise, with the Similan Islands 
boasting some of the best diving spots 
in the world. If snorkelling and diving 
are not for you, then the activity of the 
day is beach, beach and more beach, 
or simply laze the day away enjoying 
the picture perfect back drop from the 
deck of your very own tall ship. 

The Star Clipper really is the perfect 
vessel to discover the most intimate 
and beautiful islands of Thailand. 
With just 170 passengers it is small, 
informal and graceful, and looks 
particularly stunning under full sail 

from the viewpoint of one of the 
tender boats, weaving in and out of 
the dramatic limestone formations. A 
photo opportunity not be missed, and 
one you will never forget. 

With the long sunny days stretching 
out ahead of us we continued our 
voyage to Ko Rok Nok, an unspoilt, 
uninhabited island within the Ko Lanta 
National Park, which is especially 
beautiful due to its protected nature. 

There is no extensive daily excursion 
programme within this itinerary, and 
so the order of the day is swimming in 
the transparent water and sunbathing 
on the powdery sand, but what more 
could you ask for? Of course there 
is always something going on back 
onboard should completely relaxing 
become too much, from mast climbing 
and aerobics to knot tying, cocktail 
making and maritime story telling. The 
evenings are passed with a nightly 

sail away, a special moment on deck 
to enjoy a glass of champagne and a 
stunning sunset, followed by dinner 
and melodies over a cocktail or two.

A highlight of the itinerary for me 
was the small detour into Langkawi 
in Malaysia. A contrast from the  
beaches of Thailand and an 
opportunity to discover a little more 
of what Southeast Asia has to offer. 
An interesting and captivating island 
of rainforests, mountains, mangroves, 
and rubber and tea plantations. There 
are excursion options available here, 
ranging from general sightseeing, 
to trekking through the jungle and 
kayaking, or you can jump in a local 
taxi and explore the island on your 
own. We took a taxi to the North of 
the island where we dared to ride the 
Langkawi Cable Car over 700 metres 
to the top of Mount Mat Chinchang, 
enjoying outstanding views over the 

Langkawi islands, mainland Malaysia 
and Southern Thailand. Our day would 
not have been complete without a 
beach stop of course, finding time for 
some relaxation on the white sands of 
Tangjung Rhu Beach.

Back in Thailand it was beach barbeque 
time! Arriving at Ko Kraden, another 
beautiful island belonging to the Hat 
Jao Nai National Park, we enjoyed 
an afternoon of burgers, hot dogs, 
chicken, fish, salads and desserts all 
hosted by our fantastic crew of chefs 
and waiters. Unlike most of the other 
islands there are hotels and bars on 
Ko Kraden, and so it didn’t take long to 
hunt down and enjoy a traditional Thai 
massage to round off the day.

In a sombre mood heading towards 
the end of our voyage it certainly 
seemed impossible that we would see 
anything more picturesque then the 
previous few days, and then we sailed 
through Phang Nga Bay. Weaving in 
and out of the obscure green rock 
formations we took in the scenery 
in awe, anchoring at Ko Hong, our 
last beach stop, for swimming and 
sunbathing in the turquoise lagoon 
set beneath a back drop of sheer tree 
lined cliffs. 

As we ended our voyage back in 
Patong Bay and said a fond farewell to 
the captain and crew who had made 
our trip so memorable, I couldn’t help 
but think how hard it was to imagine 
the destruction of these very same 
islands after the Boxing Day Tsunami 
of 2004. But, such is the effect of a 
tall ship voyage through Thailand, it 
makes it hard to imagine that life has 
ever been anything other than perfect.

‘Discover the most 
intimate and beautiful 
islands of Thailand’

Blue Water Recommends: 
Join Star Clipper on a choice of 7-night 
voyages from Phuket to this hidden 
corner of the Orient, from £925pp, cruise 
only. Pre and post-cruise stays, flights 
and transfers can be added to suit

‘Star Clipper is perfect, 
informal and graceful’
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*Our Best Offer Ever is for new individual bookings on select 2017 itineraries and departure dates only, made from 09 Nov 2016 to 28 February 2017. Offer applies to full-fare bookings only. 
Offer is not valid for Junior Suites, Presidential Suites, Royal Suites or Owner’s Suites. Availability of suite categories cannot be guaranteed. Rates and savings vary by itinerary, departure date 
and category of accommodations. Offer is not combinable with any other promotional offer or programme, except River Heritage Club savings/amenities. Offer is capacity controlled and 
may be modified or withdrawn at any time. Other restrictions may apply. For complete details, general information, and terms and conditions applicable to all Uniworld trips, please speak 
to your travel agent.

ABTA No.Y6200

ABTA No.Y6200

ON A SCALE OF 1 TO 10, THIS WAS A 12.
Patrick, European Jewels

If you have ever dreamed of being treated like royalty while cruising Europe’s legendary waterways, turn your 
travel fantasies into reality with Our Best Offer Ever, Uniworld’s exceptional new promotion on select 2017 itineraries*.

PLUS members of the River Heritage Club loyalty programme  
will receive double their regular cruise benefit.

AT  L A S T  A N  O F F E R  A S 
E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  A S  O U R  S E R V I C E

BOOK BY 28 FEBRUARY 2017

STAR CLIPPERS

Star Clippers operates three of the world’s largest 
and tallest sailing vessels. Visiting intimate 
ports often untouched by larger cruise ships and 
offering passengers the activities, amenities and 
atmosphere of a private yacht, Star Clippers is 
recognised as one of the premier speciality cruise 
lines. Passengers can enjoy the romance of sailing 
on board a true tall ship in a relaxed atmosphere 
with high standards of service provided by an 
attentive crew. All three ships have expansive 

teak decks, swimming pools, informal dining, a 
convivial Tropical Bar and a comfortable piano 
bar. From December through to April, Star 
Clipper will explore the many islands scattered 
off the coast of Phuket, accessible by water, with 
some of the most beautiful beaches and dazzling 
marine life in the world. There will be numerous 
opportunities for sunbathing, snorkelling, other 
watersports exploring on foot and taking photo 
safaris in the ship’s Zodiacs.

TALL SHIP CRUISES THAT DREAMS ARE MADE OF...
Asia | Caribbean | Cuba | Mediterranean | Ocean Crossings | Panama Canal 

Thailand & Malaysia Stay & Sail | 8 nights
Departs 13th April 2017

7 nights aboard Star Clipper

Visiting: Phuket, Ko Surin, Similan Island, Hin Daeng, Ko Rok 
Nok, Langkawi, Ko Kradan, Phang Nga Bay, Ko Hong, Phuket

Price includes return overnight flights from London, 1 
night pre cruise stay at The Vijitt, non UK transfers and port 
charges

From £2099pp

Additional dates and similar itineraries available

Thailand & Malaysia 
Stay & Sail
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The Beautiful Blue Danube

With breathtaking 
scenery, magnificent 
capital cities, traditional 
towns and architectural 
masterpieces, it is easy 
to see why the Danube 
is one of Europe’s most 
popular rivers. 
The River Danube flows from 
Germany’s picturesque Black Forest 
region through ten countries, including 
Austria, Slovakia, Hungary and Serbia, 
before reaching the Black Sea.  
The essence of this iconic river was 
beautifully captured by composer 
Johann Strauss in his renowned waltz, 
On the Beautiful Blue Danube.

The history of the Austrian capital of 
Vienna has been shaped by famous 
composers including Mozart and 
Beethoven, who lived and worked 
here. The city is home to many iconic 
sights, from the UNESCO-listed 
Schonbrunn Palace to the majestic 
St Stephen’s Cathedral and baroque 
Spanish Riding School for Lipizzaner 
horses. A drive along the Ringstrasse 
highlights the city’s impressive Gothic 
and Baroque buildings, including the 
19th-century Vienna City Hall and the 
striking University of Vienna, one of 
the largest in Central Europe. 

The Hungarian capital of Budapest 
straddles the Danube, with ancient 
Buda on one side, overlooked by 
Buda Castle, and lively Pest on the 
other, dominated by the impressive 
Hungarian Parliament. You’ll find 
the ornate 19th-century Fisherman’s 

Bastion and the spectacular Matthias 
Church with its Romanesque towers in 
the Castle Hill area of Buda, while the 
thermal Szechenyi Bath and Heroes 
Square can be found on the Pest side 
of the city. 

Bratislava, the diverse capital of 
Slovakia, has a wealth of historical 
and cultural attractions, from the 
quirky Old Town, the perfect place to 
start sightseeing, to the 9th-century 
Bratislava Castle overlooking the 

city, and the impressive St Martin’s 
Cathedral with its soaring spire. 
Only a short walk from the centre is 
the breathtaking Small Carpathians 
mountain range, covered in deciduous 
forests and meandering hiking trails. 

Serbia’s capital, Belgrade, is situated at 
the confluence of the Sava and Danube 
rivers. Reminders of its turbulent past 
can be seen around the city, from the 
socialist blocks to Ottoman artefacts. 
The Belgrade Fortress is a must-see 
and the Church of St Sava is well 
worth a visit. For those wishing to 
learn more about this fascinating city, 
there are several museums offering 
a fascinating insight into the local 
culture, geography and history of 
Belgrade. 

Although not on the banks of the 
Danube, the musical city of Salzburg 
and the Czech town of Ceský Krumlov 
are often visited on excursions. 
Salzburg is renowned as the 
birthplace of Mozart and the setting 
for The Sound of Music film, while the 

orange-roofed town of Ceský Krumlov 
in the Czech Republic is home to a 
magnificent 13th-century castle.

Alongside lively cities, the Danube has 
quaint towns and villages which are 
equally enchanting. The picturesque 
Austrian town of Melk in the UNESCO-
listed Wachau Valley is renowned for 
its 11th-century Benedictine Abbey 
which houses medieval manuscripts 
and ornate frescos. In traditional 
Durnstein, there is the opportunity 
to visit the castle where Richard the 
Lionheart was imprisoned on his 
return from the Crusades.

The Lower Danube is also a popular 
cruising region. Passengers can cruise 
through the dramatic Iron Gate which 
divides the Balkan and Carpathian 
Mountains, and continue towards the 
Danube Delta, an unspoiled haven 
popular with ornithologists, and on to 
the Black Sea. 

‘Vienna’s history 
has been shaped by 
famous composers’

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Riviera Travel offer a superb-value  
 7-night cruise from Budapest to 
 the highlights of the Danube on  
 modern ships between Apr-Oct  
 2017 from £999pp

2. Scenic’s superb-value 7-night 
 Gems of the Danube cruises   
 between May-Oct 2017, including  
 complimentary drinks and free  
 home transfers from £1645pp

3. Experience the Danube in sheer  
 luxury with Uniworld Boutique  
 River Cruises, on a 7-night  
 all-inclusive cruise on brand new  
 ship Maria Theresa between  
 Mar-Nov 2017 from £2329pp

‘Salzburg is renowned 
as the birthplace of 
Mozart and the setting 
for The Sound of Music’

‘Diverse Bratislava has  
a wealth of historical 
and cultural attractions’



Any cruise line can take you from here to there. AmaWaterways takes you even further with 
exceptional sta� , award-winning cuisine, enriching themed cruises and an array of complimentary 

active excursions and on board amenities. An AmaWaterways river cruise is not just a holiday,
but a collection of unforgettable experiences.

The AmaWaterways
Experience

Family-owned and operated, AmaWaterways has been a passion project for 
its founders since its creation fi fteen years ago. AmaWaterways sta�  share this 

passion to provide our guests with genuinely life-enhancing journeys…

Rhine ◆ Danube ◆ Rhone ◆ Bordeaux ◆ Seine ◆ Main ◆ Mosel ◆ Douro

THE HIGHEST RATED RIVER CRUISE SHIPS

For more information or to book a river cruise 

InnovationCuisine

AmaWaterways – leading the way in...

River CruisingActive Excursions

For more information or to book a river cruise 
call our Cruise Advisers on:

www.bluewaterholidays.com

01756 706523 | info@bluewaterholidays.com

IN OUR  
NEW YEAR SALE

FREE PRIVATE 
DOOR-TO-DOOR 

CHAUFFEUR 
TRANSFERS^

SAVE 
UP  
TO 

PLUS

on all 2017  
Europe river cruises

EUROPE’S MOST LUXURIOUS RIVER CRUISE

DISCOVER EUROPE’S RIVERS IN ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY 
Cruise from £1,370 per person o  Flights from a choice of up to 15 UK 

airports
o  Unlimited premium branded drinks and 

in-suite mini bar*

o  Fine dining in a choice of up to six on-
board venues

o  Private invitation to Portobellos – Italian 
fine dining with wine pairing

o  Award winning complimentary shore 
excursions

o  Once in a lifetime enrich events and 
experiences

o  A choice of luxurious suites – the largest 
on Europe’s rivers with butler service

o  Exquisite L’Occitane toiletries and luxury 
suite amenities

o  Exclusive cocktail receptions in majestic 
locations

o  Exclusive GPS tailor-made devices for 
self-guided touring

o  Complimentary Wi-Fi and laundry service
o    All tipping, transfers and taxes

Truly All-Inclusive with Scenic

Terms and Conditions: Savings of up to 45% are available on all 2017 Europe river cruises, please call for full details. Supplements apply for upgraded 
suites with balconies. Butler services vary. Laundry restrictions apply.  Offers are valid for new bookings only made between 03 January and 15 February 
2017. Iconic Danube from price of £1,370 is based on the lowest cabin category available on 27 March 2017. Price correct at time of going to print (December 
2016). For full itineraries and booking conditions, please visit scenic.co.uk. Flights are subject to availability and may incur a supplement. *All drinks are 
included on-board except for a very small number of rare, fine and vintage wines, champagnes and spirits, with the exception in Russia when wine and 
beer are only included during lunch and dinner. †No fly options are available on selected river cruises by first class rail and Standard Premier Eurostar 
travel. Transfers between rail stations in Paris not included. ̂ Free home chauffeur transfers only apply when booking Europe, France and Portugal 
itineraries. Mileage restrictions of 75 miles applies for door-to-door private transfers, £2 per mile excess will be charged thereafter, UK mainland only.

In addition to our signature all-inclusive service, to celebrate the new year, we’re offering the chance to save up to 45%, plus 
FREE private door-to-door chauffeur transfers on all 2017 European Scenic river cruises, when you book by 15 February 2017.

Our handpicked itineraries are thoughtfully planned, with once-in-a-lifetime events, complimentary drinks and a private 
butler service adding the lavish finishing touches. Choose from 18 journeys throughout Europe and experience the ultimate 
in luxury river cruising from the comfort of our state-of-the-art Space-Ships. 

A Scenic river cruise is unlike any other and our all-inclusive service is second-to-none. From our sumptuous 
and spacious suites, to fine-dining and tailor-made excursions offering wonderful insights into diverse cultures. 

Book by  
15 February  

2017

  Return flights from a choice of 5 UK airports
  Spacious on-board accommodation in an 

Emerald Stateroom 
  All on-board meals in Reflections Restaurant
  Complimentary wine, beer & soft drinks to 

accompany lunch & dinner on-board
 Free tea & coffee on-board
  Onshore excursions and guided tours
  Extra-special EmeraldPLUS and  

EmeraldACTIVE experiences
 Complimentary Wi-Fi on-board
  Complimentary on-board bicycles*
  First-class service from an  

English-speaking crew
  All port charges/taxes/transfer costs
  All on-board tips, saving you up to £440  

per couple
 ABTA and ATOL protected

Exceptional Emerald Value  
It’s All Included In The Price

Make 2017 a year to remember and embark on an award-winning European river cruise with Emerald Waterways. As part of our January Sale, we are offering generous savings of up to 
£2,000 per couple, plus enjoy €250 per cabin to spend on-board when you book one of our balcony suites. With nine exceptional itineraries to choose from and departures starting at 
just £1,095 per person, book before 31st January and make the most of our unforgettable January Sale savings.

Award-Winning European River Cruises from just £1,095 per person 

Product Rating

429 reviews

Best River Line 
for Value

Offer terms and conditions: All of our cruises and savings are subject to availability and correct at the time of going to print (December 2016). £1,095 per person price is based on our Rhine-Main Discovery cruise, departing 6th 
October 2016 based on two people sharing a Category E Stateroom. Supplements apply for upgraded accommodation and other dates. The savings of up to £1,000 per person and the €250 per cabin on-board spend on balcony 
suites is valid for new bookings only made between 3rd January and 31st January 2017. The €250 will be deducted from your final on-board bill. No cash equivalent applies.*Please note, the Emerald Radiance on the river Douro does 
not have bicycles or an indoor pool/cinema, instead there is a Serenity Pool on the Sun Deck. Flights are subject to availability and may incur a supplement. The necessary deposit at the time of booking is £250 per person with full 
payment required within 90 days of departure. For full terms and conditions, please refer to our 2017 European River Cruise Brochure or visit www.emeraldwaterways.co.uk. E&OE.

PLUS  
book a Balcony  

Suite and receive  

€250  
to spend  
on-board 

JANUARY  

SALE
Save up to 
£1,000  

per person

Our nine exceptional itineraries encourage 
you to explore the waterways of Europe. 
From the Iconic Danube and Douro to the 
picturesque Rhine, Rhone and Moselle.

Unforgettable Itineraries
Explore Europe aboard our innovative Star-
Ships and experience unique highlights like 
a heated pool* with a retractable roof which 
transforms in to an evening cinema.

Award-Winning Ships
Emerald Waterways offer a wide range of 
inclusions so all your needs are catered to. 
Tips, port charges, transfers and a range of 
included excursions, plus on-board Wi-Fi. 

It’s All IncludedDrinks And Dining
Dining experiences play a starring role on-
board, with each showcasing meticulously 
crafted regional cuisine and seasonal 
produce. Complimentary drinks accompany 
lunch & dinner. 
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Canada’s west coast jewel is the 
lively city of Vancouver, with its 
mountain backdrop and coastal 
charm, distinctive neighbourhoods 
and Stanley Park. Catch the Rocky 
Mountaineer train into the Rockies to 
discover the unparallelled beauty of 
alpine meadows, glistening glaciers 
and soaring mountains, and visit the 
turquoise waters of Lake Louise and 
the glacier-fed Moraine Lake for some 
of the best photo opportunities in all 
of Canada. 

In the east, romantic Quebec and 
creative Montreal’s playful mix of 
European and North American culture 
has created sophisticated cities with 
a wealth of history. From the vibrant, 
multicultural city of Toronto on the 
shores of Lake Ontario, visit one of 
Canada’s most renowned natural 
wonders, the mighty Niagara Falls. 

Further north, venture into the 
wilderness of Newfoundland  and 
Labrador, where miles of untouched 
coastline reveal the Norse 
archaeological site of L’Anse aux 
Meadows and the Gros Morne National 
Park on the Gulf of St Lawrence, 
renowned for its cliffs, waterfalls and 
glacial fjords. Iceberg Alley, just off 
the coast of Newfoundland, is one 
the best places in the world to see 
icebergs. Get up close and personal 
with these ancient floating giants on 
a boat tour or kayak trip for memories 
that will last a lifetime. 

Canada’s wildlife is as varied as its 
landscape, with a big cast of local 
characters ranging from grizzly bears 
to whales, beavers, caribou and 
moose. More than half the world’s  

polar bears live here; for the best 
chance to observe one of these 
legendary animals in the wild visit 
Churchill, the ‘polar bear capital of 
the world’, as they migrate from the 
tundra to the pack ice of Hudson 
Bay. The east coast of Canada is also 
home to over 20 species of whales, 
with blue whales, humpbacks, minkes, 
orcas and playful belugas swimming 
in to feast on the nutrient-rich waters 
along the Atlantic coast.

‘Discover unparallelled 
beauty in the Rockies’

O Canada!

Canada is renowned for being a veritable feast for the eyes 
with its inspiring vistas of mountains, prairies, lakes, beaches 
and forests. Look beyond the glorious scenery and you’ll discover 
that Canada is also home to an array of cosmopolitan cities, a 
smorgasbord of local food, rich history and a thriving cultural scene.

‘Canada’s wildlife is as  
varied as its landscape’

Blue Water Recommends:
1. Titan offer a 16-night Rocky   
 Mountain tour and Alaska cruise  
 with 3-night Vancouver stay and  
 return flights departing May-Sep  
 2017 from £2649pp

2. Ponant’s unique 14-night luxury  
 expedition voyage discovers the
 spectacular wildlife, scenery and
 Viking history of North-East   
 Canada in September 2017  
 from £6995pp

3. Take a 12-night Viking Ocean 
 cruise through the autumn 
 colours of New England and 
 Canada from New York to   
 Montreal with return flights in  
 Sep/Oct 2017 from £5395pp

Le Soléal
As frequent visitors to Venice, it had 
long been our dream to sail out of 
the city and onto unfamiliar places. 
With great excitement we woke early 
on the morning of our departure and 
headed to the port to see the ship 
for ourselves. As we hurried over 
the many bridges along the Zattere, 
we spotted her from afar looking 
resplendent in the distance - like an 
elegant private yacht, dwarfed by the 
huge liner in the distance.

Unable to wait until our suggested 
boarding time, we took our chance and 
headed into the San Basilio customs 
building and, within a very short time, 
we left the heat of Venice and found 
ourselves welcomed on board this 
stunning ship which soon came to 
be known as ‘the bubble’. It was like 
entering a different world - a world of 
understated style and service.

Le Soléal, with only 200 passengers 
on board, is more than a 5 star hotel. 
Our cabin was beautifully equipped 
with everything that we could wish 
for and more. The public areas were 
tastefully furnished, spacious and 
impeccably serviced. The staff, 
always on hand and soon able to 
remember our preferences, made 
our time aboard such a pleasure and 
they were always smiling! Our first 
meal was a delight and served with 

great professionalism and this set 
the standard for all the meals that we 
had on board. The food was delicious, 
varied and beautifully presented.

Heading out along the Guidecca Canal 
has to be the most scenic departure 
by cruise ship anywhere and, as 
the evening sun lit up the famous 
buildings around the lagoon and with 
a beautiful ship to explore, we were on 
our way to realising our dream.

Our first port of call was Split and it 
was here that we realised that we 
had a dilemma! However beautiful 
the visits - from historic Dubrovnik to 
stunning Hvar - we were torn between 
exploring the sights and getting back 
on board into our ‘bubble’. Here was 

coolness, pampering and peace. A 
wonderful itinerary with a new port 
every day but the time spent at sea 
was just as memorable.

Life on board soon set its own rhythm 
and there never seemed to be enough 
hours in the day to make the most of 
everything that the ship had to offer. 
As a musical cruise we were fortunate 
to have a superb operatic mezzo 
soprano and a classical pianist on 
board to give wonderful concerts 
on several evenings - plus our own 
private recitals when we stumbled 
across them rehearsing! The lectures 
were top class and went far beyond 
the usual port talk bringing the history 
as well as the geography to life.

Too soon our time aboard came to 
an end and we were mooring up in 
Venice once again. Highlights? There 
were many which will stay with us  
for a very long time. Concerns? None.  
It was an unforgettable trip.

Blue Water customer Sally Green cruised on board Ponant’s luxury yacht Le Soléal

Blue Water Recommends: 
Experience Le Soléal and her sister ships, L’Austral, Le Lyrial and Le Boreal  
on a wide range of cruises in Europe and further afield, plus book ahead 
for voyages on the exciting new ships in 2018. Two of our favourite 
cruises include Secrets of the Adriatic from Venice from £2495pp and  
Antarctica - Land of Extremes from £5995pp.

‘The staff made our time 
aboard such a pleasure’

‘The food was 
delicious, varied and 
beautifully presented’

a world of understated 
style and service
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A Golden Land
Arriving in Burma really does feel like 
you’ve landed in another world, full 
of startling examples of ancient and 
modern side by side, with incredible 
culture, living history and thousands 
of shimmering golden temples. With 
such a wealth of places to see in this 
captivating country, it is reassuring to 
travel with a company like APT, their 
expertise ensuring a relaxing and truly 
immersive experience. 

Arriving in the impressive colonial 
city of Yangon, we took a guided tour 
of its well-manicured open parkland 
and streets lined with imposing yet 
crumbling buildings from the British 

rule. It doesn’t take long to notice just 
how many pagodas there are in Burma. 
In the centre of a busy roundabout, in 
a beautiful park setting, or casually 
lining a city street, pagodas amaze 
you at every turn. It is impossible 
to visit Yangon without seeing the 
most magnificent of all - the glittering 
Shwedagon Pagoda. This vast golden 
stupa dazzles in the centre of a large 
temple complex, far more impressive 
in reality than any photograph could 
ever portray.

The highlights of a cruise through 
Burma with APT are undoubtedly 
the incredibly well-organised and 
fascinating excursions. Always in 
small groups, and accompanied by 
tour guides from the ship, we visited 
a wide array of pagodas, from the 
glistening white pagoda of Hsinyume, 
the remarkable unfinished stone 

Mingun temple, the egg-shaped 
golden Kaunghmudaw Pagoda, the 
magnificent Ananda Temple with its 
cruciform layout and one of the most 
intriguing, the Kuthodaw Pagoda 
containing the world’s largest book 
with 729 individual marble slabs, each 
a page of the book.

Walking amongst the thousands of 
temples and stupas of ancient Bagan 
is a breathtaking experience. Our 
very knowledgeable guide patiently 
explained that some pagodas are 
temples (a place for the faithful to 
pray) and some pagodas are stupas 
(bell-shaped domed structures 
enshrining a holy relic), and the variety 
of shapes and colours is astounding. 
We watched the sun set from the top 
of a temple (not for the faint hearted 
or vertiginous!) and took in the beauty 
of this massive archaeological zone. 

We visited Sagaing near Mandalay 
with its incredible views over hundreds 
of temples and the Irrawaddy River, 
the architectural genius of the teak 
Shwenandaw Monastery, and also 
met the villagers from Yandabo, 
where the treaty which ended the 
first Anglo-Burmese war in 1826 was 
signed, now an important clay pot 
producing village. We were taken to 
fascinating traditional workshops 
which made silverware, gold leaf, 
lacquer work and wood carvings, 
and wandered through the sights 
and smells of local markets, where  
bartering is a much-needed skill!

Blue Water Holidays joined APT cruising the Irrawaddy 
River through Burma on premium ship, Princess Panhwar

‘In a beautiful park, or 
a city street, pagodas 
amaze at every turn’

Princess Panhwar is a contemporary, 
spacious ship, with an air-conditioned 
lounge and bar area with ample seating, 
an outside bar where we spent most 
evenings, and a modern open-seating 
restaurant. Cabins are large and airy, with 

spacious bathrooms and full balconies 
on the upper deck. There is a relaxed and 
welcoming feel to the ship, perfect after a 
day of excursions.

The crew were all from Myanmar, and 
were friendly, welcoming and very 
knowledgeable. The cruise director 
and two tour guides were on the cruise 
throughout and had superb knowledge of 
the destinations, which really brought the 
excursions to life. 

Always an important aspect of a cruise, 
the food on board Princess Panhwar was 
amazing. Burmese food is a melting-pot 
of influences from its neighbours, India, 
Thailand and China, so spicy curries, 
stir fries and noodles are specialities on 
board, alongside Western dishes. 

There were also thoughtful extra touches 
on Princess Panhwar to make your cruise 
special - a cold towel and refreshing fruit 
juice to greet you after an excursion, 
surprisingly good complimentary Wi-Fi 
on board considering where we were, and 
a basket in which to put dusty shoes after 
an excursion, from where they emerged 
miraculously clean before the next tour! 

Princess Panhwar
QUICK FACTS

Built: 2015
Cabins: 36
Crew: 38

Blue Water Recommends: 
APT offer this 16-night premium cruise including flights, 
transfers, guided excursions and drinks with meals, departing 
every fortnight between September 2017 and April 2018.  
Book before 28 Feb 2017 and 2nd passenger flies free. 

1st passenger from £4395 - 2nd passenger from £3295

‘Walking amongst the  
temples of ancient  
Bagan is breathtaking’



16  01756 706523   www.bluewaterholidays.com

Handy Hints & Tips 
• The Kyat is a closed currency so you 

cannot buy it before you travel. Take 
US Dollars with you to exchange 
when you get there and remember 
you get more Kyat in exchange for 
high denomination notes in pristine 
condition. US dollars are welcome 
at larger shops and restaurants, 
especially in the north, but it’s useful 
to have small denomination Kyat 
notes for buying souvenirs and 
drinks.

• Pack long shorts or trousers that 
cover the knee for visiting temples, 
and make sure you have something 
to cover your shoulders.

• Wear shoes or sandals that are easy 
to take off and put on for your temple 
visits as you have to leave footwear 
at the entrance.

• Check with your doctor a few months 
before you travel for any vaccinations 
you might need.

• Although mosquitoes aren’t generally 
a problem, pack some strong insect 
repellent.

• Remember to apply for your visa 
online before you go as it saves 
queuing on arrival at the airport. 
It is easy to apply for at http:// 
evisa.moip.gov.mm/index.aspx and is 
usually approved within hours - take 
your approval letter with you when 
you travel. A tourist visa costs 50 
US dollars and is valid for 90 days 
from approval, so don’t apply until  
90 days before your trip is due  
to end.

Another highlight was a gondola 
ride beneath the spectacular U-Bein 
bridge at sunset - an atmospheric 
photo opportunity. The tour of the 
ancient imperial capital of Inwa by 
horse drawn cart was also a unique 
experience, seeing some fantastic 
sights and chatting to the local 
children as they cycled alongside our 
cart, expertly selling us some very 
pretty, and very cheap, bracelets. 

Mandalay, the last royal capital of 
Burma, is a complete contrast to 
Yangon - hectic, noisy, fascinating - all 
you’d expect from a developing city in 
Asia. Here more than anywhere else  
you see the real contrasts in Burma. 

Poverty is evident in the miles of 
makeshift homes lining the banks 
of the Irrawaddy, whilst not even 
a mile away, a concrete and neon 
city has sprung up to satisfy the 
increasing numbers of nouveau riche. 

In typical Burmese fashion, nestled 
in amongst the chaos and growing 
consumerism is the magnificent 
restored Mandalay Palace, the 

architectural genius of the teak 
Shwenandaw Monastery, and the 
ubiquitous gold-leaf temples. 

Burma is an incredibly special place, 
full of awe-inspiring sights and 
astonishing experiences. Travelling 
with APT is the best way to guarantee 
seeing the real highlights, and 
understanding such a complex 
country is so much easier with the 
help of APT’s knowledgeable and 
friendly on-board guides.

‘In Mandalay 
you see the real 
contrasts of Burma’

MAJESTIC MYANMAR

17 day Premium river cruise & tour  
Yangon to Mandalay

Explore the wonders of Myanmar and immerse yourself in culture  
that remains intact from days gone by. Add a sheet of gold leaf to the  
statue of the Mahamuni Buddha, stroll along U Bein Bridge and visit  

the 99 metre-high Shwedagon Pagoda. 

17 day tour: 1st person from £4,395
Companion from £3,295*

Departures from September 2017 to April 2018

ABTA No.V9080

Everything included for the perfect holiday

ENRICHING  
SIGHTSEEING

Enjoy a good balance 
of included sightseeing 

excursions and leisure time, 
giving you the freedom to 
explore at your own pace.

STYLISH 
ACCOMMODATION

Custom-built with you  
in mind, you will discover 

Myanmar in style and  
comfort aboard the  

RV Princess Panhwar.

FRESH PRODUCE,  
LOCAL FLAVOURS

With all meals onboard your 
cruise included, you’ll enjoy 
fine dining created by our 

Master Chefs using the finest, 
fresh local ingredients.

ONBOARD  
DRINKS

Complimentary international  
wine, local beer and soft drink 

served with lunch and  
dinner on board  
your river ship.


EVERYTHING  

TAKEN CARE OF

Return flights on quality  
airlines, tipping, port charges, 
overseas transfers, luggage 

porterage and complimentary  
WiFi all included.

*Prices are per person, twin share and include saving where applicable. Valid on new bookings made by 28 Feb. 2017 or until sold out. Subject to availability and may be withdrawn at 
any time. Offer only applicable to booking when two passengers are travelling together in economy class from London Heathrow, on flights booked by APT. One passenger will receive 
free return economy class flights included air taxes. Airfares are subject to availability of airline and booking class; once booking class is sold out surcharges will apply. See website 
for full details. Price based on travel in C cabin on 29 Dec. 2017. A non-refundable deposit of up to £400 per person is due within 7 days of booking, full payment due 100 days prior to 
departure. Credit card surcharges may apply. Premium tours are operated by Travelmarvel, part of the APT Travel Group. UK0906

BEST
RIVER CRUISE

WINNER

2014

YOUR STYLISH RIVER SHIP

Launched in 2016, the boutique RV Princess Panhwar boasts 
sophisticated design and facilities. Relax in the air-conditioned 

comfort of your private French Balcony Suite, sit back and 
soak in the expansive views from the Sun Deck, enjoy a range 

of treatments in the spa, and with a guest-to-staff ratio of 
around 2:1, you will experience exceptional service.

YOUR  
COMPANION  
FLIES FREE*

Discover a breathtaking land that has been left untouched by visitors for generations on this 17 day journey.  
Travelling in style and comfort, this cruise along the Irrawaddy River delivers a remarkable adventure.  

Feel the warmth and grace of the inquisitive locals, see how the fading British colonial legacy blends with predominantly  
Buddhist culture and take in the magnificent sight of age-old golden temples, stupas and monasteries set against lush green forests.

BOOK BY 28 FEBRUARY 2017

AWARD-WINNING

PREMIUM ASIA
RIVER CRUISING

UK0906.indd   1 5/01/2017   6:00 pm
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This is my
Island in the Sun
We’ve picked out a selection of the most interesting islands within 
easy reach of the UK, all with exciting scenery, culture and cuisine to 
be discovered. With the Mediterranean and North Atlantic such popular 
cruise destinations, we’ve highlighted the best cruises to take to see 
these fascinating destinations. Which is your favourite island in the sun?

Corsica, France 
Corsica has it all, from glamorous 
coastal towns and cliff top citadels, 
to its compelling landscape of perfect 
beaches, soaring mountains, dense 
forests and the impressive Scandola 
Nature Reserve. French since 1768, 
Corsica retains a distinctive culture 
with many Italian influences and its 
own language. Visit the birthplace 
of Bonaparte, Ajaccio, now a 
sophisticated city with a fine beach, 
lively café culture and yacht-filled 
marina. Dramatically perched atop 
limestone cliffs, Bonifacio has an 
atmospheric Mediterranean feel, an 
Old Town with a labyrinth of quaint 
streets, and a fascinating 9th-century 
citadel. Inland, there are hiking trails 
through scenic valleys to traditional 
hilltop villages.

A lot of cruises make just one port of 
call in Corsica, but to see as much of 
the island as possible, the best option 
is a Star Clippers cruise, with various 
7-night cruises visiting Corsica between 
Apr-Sep 2017 from £1209pp

Hvar, Croatia 
Lavender-scented Hvar is fast 
becoming one of the Adriatic’s 
favourite islands, with its olive groves 
and vineyards perched among the 
craggy hillsides overlooking Hvar 
Town. Gothic palaces and traffic-free 
marble streets are surrounded by 
13th-century walls, with plenty of good 
restaurants, bars and cafes - head to 
the side streets away from the main 
square for the best value for money. 
Visit one of the local beaches for 
swimming and sun-bathing, although 
take care as some beaches on the 
nearby Pakleni Islands are clothing-
optional! 

Visit Hvar on a 7-night island-hopping 
small ship cruise with Riviera Travel 
between May-Oct 2017 from £1399pp 
including flights

Patmos, Greece 
The site of the Revelation of St John, 
Patmos is well known for its impressive 
monastery sitting above the white-
washed houses of the village of Hora. 
Venture away from the monastery 
however, and find a delightful island of 
untouched beaches and peaceful pine 
forests, with the only other town being 
the small port of Skala on the vast 
eastern bay. Here, traditional tavernas, 
cafes and fading buildings line the 
waterfront in a laid-back, unassuming 
way. This serene combination of 
spirituality and tranquillity seems to 
be a winner, with Patmos’ 
popularity on the increase, 
not least amongst Hollywood 
actors, both Julia Roberts and 
Richard Gere having bought 
holiday homes on the island.

Patmos is one of the ports of 
call on the 13-night Classical 
Greece cruise with Voyages 
to Antiquity in October 2017, 
from £2445pp including flights 
and Athens hotel stay

Porquerolles Island, 
Iles d’Hyères, France 
This little-known island sits just off 
the coast of southern France, and for 
most of the year is a relaxing haven 
of tranquillity with National Park 
protection extending over two-thirds 
of the island. Explore paths winding 
through pine forests to the turquoise 
waters of the white-sand beaches, in 
particular Le Plage de Notre Dame, 
named as one of France’s finest 
beaches. Look out for the wide variety 
of flora - olives, figs, juniper, lavender 
and rosemary scent the air - and spot 
some of the island’s 114 bird species 
as you cycle, walk or sail this idyllic 
island.  

The best time to visit Porquerolles is  
in May, September or October on a 
7-night cruise from Cannes to Rome  
on board tall ship Royal Clipper,  
from £1369pp

Santorini, Greece 
Head to this dramatic volcanic caldera 
in the Cyclades for the most romantic 
views and best photo opportunities 
in Greece. Ever-popular with tourists, 
the winding narrow streets lined 
with boutiques soak up the summer 
influx of people well, and it is always 
possible to find a chic bar from which 
to admire the magical sunsets over 
the traditional white houses and blue 
roofs. Take the cable car from the 
old port to the hillside town of Fira, 
hop over to traditional Oia for the 
most spectacular views and visit the 
ancient archaeological site at Akrotiri 
for a fascinating insight into the 
island’s history. 

Visit Santorini on one of our 7-night 
Greek island-hopping cruises on a 
49-passenger megayacht between  
Apr-Oct 2017 from £1619pp  
including flights

Azores, Portugal 
This remote Portuguese archipelago 
in the mid-Atlantic is composed of 
just nine volcanic islands, but offers 
a wealth of experiences - a vivid blue 
and green landscape of mountains, 
lakes, caverns and bubbling mud 
provides the perfect backdrop for an 
abundance of activities including 
surfing, sailing, hiking, diving and 
whale watching. With three UNESCO-
designated biospheres, two UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites, over thirty 
Blue Flag beaches and numerous 
national parks and marine reserves, 
it’s extraordinary that this far-flung 
paradise is not more well-known. 
However, recent relaxation of flight 
restrictions means more accessibility 
and an enticing new destination for 
curious travellers.

Cruise from the UK to the Azores in 
Spring on Saga’s 20-night departure 
from Dover in May 2017 from £2699pp, 
also visiting the Canary Islands  
and Madeira

Sicily, Italy 
It is quite possible to see a 
different side to Sicily every time 
you visit. The Mediterranean’s 
largest island and strategically 
important for thousands of 
years, Sicily is crammed full of 
architectural and cultural history. 
Visit the Valley of Temples in 
Agrigento, admire the lone majesty 
of the temple of Segesta, and take 
a glimpse back in time at the fine 
Norman cathedral and cloisters at 
Monreale. Stroll through the lively city 
of Palermo with its baroque churches 
and Byzantine mosaics, and linger in 
enchanting Taormina, overlooked by 
brooding Mount Etna.

Sicily can be visited on a variety of 
cruises, from a choice of 7-night  
Star Clippers cruises between Apr-Sep 
2017 from £925pp, to a luxury Ponant 
7-night megayacht cruise in September 
2017 from £2645pp

Madeira, Portugal
Known for being the birthplace of its 
namesake wine, and nicknamed the 
‘Garden Isle’ for its botanic gardens 
which flourish in the sub-tropical 
climate, Madeira was called ‘the 
most enviable island on earth’ back 
in 1825 by H N Coleridge, nephew 
of the poet. Blessed with all-year 
round appeal, Madeira is a walker’s 
paradise with more than a thousand 
miles of footpaths winding through a 
landscape of fertile valleys and rural 
charm, with an exuberant variety 
of plants benefitting from the rich 
volcanic soil. The capital of Funchal, 
nestled in its natural amphitheatre on 

the sheltered south coast, is 
a modern city of wondrous 
gardens and fine restaurants, 
a popular call for many cruise 
lines.

Visit Madeira on a 14-night 
no-fly cruise from London 
Tilbury with Cruise and 
Maritime Voyages in August 
2017 from £1329pp

Malta
Cruise into Valletta for an unforgettable 
view of the magnificent Grand 
Harbour, built by the Knights of St 
John. Venture uphill to the impressive 
City Gate, leafy squares and St John’s 
Cathedral which displays a painting 
by Caravaggio. Further afield, take a 
boat trip around the rocky coastline 
in search of enticing sheltered bays 
in which to swim, or visit the hilltop 
citadel of Mdina with its quiet lanes 
full of architectural treasures and 
Arabic influences. 

Regent Seven Seas visit Malta on  
a 10-night all inclusive cruise  
from £4749pp in September 2017
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SPOTLIGHT ON 
Hotel Barge Déborah

Our Sales Manager, Joanne Smithies, led a Blue Water 
group on board 22-passenger hotel barge Déborah. 
The perfect laid back cruise holiday for lovers of 
France, food and wine, exploring the beautiful Upper 
Loire and Sancerre between Briare and Nevers. 

What was the cabin 
accommodation like?

The cabins are located on the 
lower deck (apart from the 

accessible cabin on the main deck) 
and are all the same size with a 
small window. They are cleverly 
designed to make the best use of 
space and storage, and there are lots 
of compartments to hang and store 
clothes and toiletries. And the best 
thing, the beds are really comfortable!

A

de Pouilly-Fumé, and of course there 
are opportunities for tasting! The visit 
to Fontmorigny Abbey was also really 
interesting, guided by the present 
owner who is painstakingly restoring 
the historical monument back to its 
original glory.

Tell us your favourite 
part of the cruise

It is hard to choose one favourite 
part as everything was excellent, 

from the food, to the excursions 
and the extremely friendly and hard 
working crew. However, I really enjoyed 
simply relaxing with a glass of wine 
on the terrace in the sun, enjoying the 
passing scenery of the Loire Valley. A 
really relaxing week with great food, 
great wine, great weather and great 
company.

A
What was the food  
and drink like?

The food was fantastic from start 
to finish. Breakfast was a simple 

continental style buffet, and lunch and 
dinner were set 3 (to 5!) course menus 
of delicious French cuisine presented 
by the chef, followed by a cheeseboard 
which changed daily. There was a great 
choice of wines every evening, always 
paired with the food to complement 
the menu. Of course, there is an open 
bar throughout the cruise serving a 
good choice of wines, beers, spirits 
and soft drinks. 

A

What were your first  
impressions of the barge?

The barge was really impressive 
on arrival, and felt so much 

more spacious than I had imagined 
possible. We entered into a large 
comfortable lounge and bar area 
where we enjoyed a warm welcome 
from the captain and crew, before 
looking around the outside deck areas, 
jacuzzi and restaurant. The décor was 
modern and bright and the barge felt 
spotlessly clean and brand new.

A

Blue Water Holidays offer an 
exclusive 7-night holiday including 
this 6-night cruise, an overnight 
stay in Paris and return flights 
from the UK on 1 June 2017  
from £1795pp. 

What was your  
favourite excursion?

The visit to Pouilly-sur-Loire has 
to be my favourite excursion, as it 

was so interesting to visit the vineyards 
and learn all about the making of the 
famous Pouilly-Fumé wine. You can 
explore the wine-tourism centre, Tour 

A

You’ll love the places 
    we visit so much you won’t 
       want to leave them.

So don’t. 

If there’s one thing Europe has a lot of, it’s everything. 

A continent crammed full of history, art, culture 

and utterly delightful things to eat. It’s little wonder 

our cruise passengers often want to spend more 

time in the places we visit. So with us you get the 

opportunity to stay overnight in some of the most 

captivating destinations, from Oslo to Bordeaux, 

or Venice to Cadiz. Just one more reason why it’s 

better to cruise with us. As they say, if you’re going 

to do it, do it properly.

Visit saga.co.uk/cruises 

or call 0800 302 9798.

Saga’s holidays and cruises are exclusively for the over 50s (but a travelling companion can be 40+). Saga Holidays is a trading name of ST&H Ltd (registration no. 2174052). ST&H Ltd and Saga 
Cruises Ltd (registration no. 3267858) are subsidiaries of ST&H Group Ltd (registration no. 0720588). All three companies are registered in England and Wales. Registered Office: Enbrook Park, 
Sandgate, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3SE. With respect to general insurance products sold in the UK, ST&H Ltd is an appointed representative of Saga Services Limited, registered in England and 

Wales (company no. 732602), which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. NHA-CC5669.
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Cruising from the UK is becoming increasingly popular. Last
year, a staggering 840,000 British people cruised from a UK
port, an increase of 12% on the previous year. With a wide 
choice of regional cruise ports and an endless list of 
destinations to explore, it is easy to see why. Start your 

holiday sooner by driving direct to your local  
cruise port and avoid flying altogether! 

Here’s our pick of the ships!

CRUISING

Saga Pearl II, part of Saga’s 
award-winning ocean fleet, carries 
just 449 passengers in en-suite 
cabins with modern amenities 
and complimentary 24-hour room 
service. The main Dining Room 
offers waiter service, while the 
informal Verandah Restaurant 
gives guests the opportunity to 
dine al fresco. 

Saga Pearl II
Sails from Dover or Southampton 

Classic ocean liner Marco Polo 
from Cruise and Maritime Voyages 
offers a traditional British cruise 
experience with an array of 
onboard entertainment. She 
accommodates just 800 guests 
in well-appointed cabins and has 
five magnificent lounges, including 
the Captain’s Club which has a 
resident pianist. 

Marco Polo
Sails from 8 regional ports

P&O’s award-winning flagship, 
Britannia, is exclusively for the 
British market and carries 3,647 
guests. With a superb selection of 
formal and informal dining venues, 
world-class entertainment, from 
West End shows to cabaret, and 
luxurious spa facilities, Britannia 
is perfect for both families and 
couples.

Britannia
Sails from Southampton

Royal Caribbean’s 4370-passenger 
ship, Independence of the Seas,  
has plenty to keep guests 
entertained, from the renowned 
FlowRider to a rock climbing wall, 
ice-skating rink and mini golf course. 
For a bit of escapism, there is the 
Vitality Spa offering an extensive 
range of treatments as well as  
6 whirlpools and a Solarium.

Independence of the Seas
Sails from Southampton

Boudicca from Fred Olsen Cruise 
Lines offers a traditional cruise 
experience and carries up to 
880 guests in comfortable, 
well-appointed cabins. There is 
a fantastic choice of formal and 
informal dining venues, as well as 
an array of entertainment, from 
quizzes to cabaret shows and 
comedy performances.

Boudicca
Sails from 6 regional ports

From a Port Near You!
Cruise and Maritime Voyages offer superb no-fly cruises from 11 UK  
departure ports, including London Tilbury, Hull, Newcastle Tyne, 
Edinburgh Rosyth, Liverpool and Bristol Avonmouth. Our five ocean 
liners - new flagship Columbus, classic Marco Polo, contemporary 
Magellan, beautiful Astoria and stylish Astor - are exclusively for 
adults and offer a traditional British cruise experience.  In addition 
to popular itineraries to the breathtaking Norwegian fjords, diverse 
Baltic cities, stunning scenery of Iceland and picturesque British 
Isles, there is also a selection of longer voyages to the Americas 
and the idyllic islands of the Caribbean. Book your 2017 cruise today 
and save up to 40%!

• Comfortable full board accommodation

• Afternoon teas and late night snacks

• Stylish entertainment, cabarets and classics

• Self service tea and coffee from 6am to midnight

• Captain’s Cocktail Parties

• Wide range of leisure facilities and activities

• Informative guest speakers

Look what’s included!

SAVE UP TO 40%!
Book now - offer ends 30 April 2017

Cruise & Maritime Voyages are offered for sale in the UK by South Quay Travel & Leisure Ltd trading as Cruise & Maritime Voyages. ABTA V9945.  Gratuities at £5 per person per night debited to your on board account.  
Prices are per person based on two adults sharing a twin cabin, subject to availability.  Offers are applicable to new bookings and can be withdrawn at anytime.

Scottish Highlights & Emerald Isle

Bristol Avonmouth (UK) - Belfast (Northern Ireland, UK) -  
Stornoway (Outer Hebrides, UK) - Tobermory (Isle of Mull, UK) - 

Dublin (Republic of Ireland) - Cobh (Republic of Ireland) -  
Bristol Avonmouth (UK)

Save up to 40% From £589pp

19 April 2017 7 nights aboard Marco Polo

Iceland & Northern Isles

Hull (UK) - Tórshavn (Faroe Islands) - Eskifjörður (Iceland) -  
Húsavík (Iceland) - Ísafjörður (Iceland) - Reykjavik (Iceland) - 

Circumnavigate Surtsey - Lerwick (Shetland Islands, UK)  
- Invergordon (Scotland, UK) - Hull (UK)

Save up to 40% From £1039pp

17 June 2017 12 nights aboard Marco Polo

Round Britain & Amsterdam

London Tilbury (UK) - Amsterdam (Netherlands) - Kirkwall (Orkney 
Islands, UK) - Stornoway (Outer Hebrides, UK) - Tobermory (Isle of 
Mull, UK) - St Mary’s (Isles of Scilly, UK) - St Peter Port (Guernsey, 

Channel Islands) - Honfleur (France) - London Tilbury (UK)

Save up to 40% From £849pp

1 April 2017 10 nights aboard Astoria

Majestic Fjordland

Newcastle (UK) - Dundee (Scotland) - Ulvik (Norway) - Cruising 
Hardangerfjord (Norway) - Eidfjord (Norway) - Cruising Sognefjord 

(Norway) - Flåm (Norway) - Cruising Nærøyfjord (Norway) -  
Bergen (Norway) - Newcastle (UK)

Save up to 40% From £589pp

16 Sept 2017 7 nights aboard Magellan
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Name: Orangutan
Location: Borneo
Fascinating Fact: The 
orangutan is one of man’s 
closest relatives - we share 
nearly 97% of the same DNA!  
In Malay ‘orang hutan’ 
translates as ‘human of the 
forest’. 
Go There: Into the Heart of 
Borneo Pandaw 9-night  
fly-cruise from £2750pp

Name: Three-Toed Sloth
Location: Amazon Rainforest
Fascinating Fact: Three-toed 
sloths can rotate their heads 
270 degrees as they have 
extra neck vertebrae. 
Go There: River Amazon 
cruise from the UK  
Cruise & Maritime Voyages 
39-night no-fly from £2499pp

Name: Polar Bear
Location: Spitsbergen
Fascinating Fact: A Polar 
Bear’s skin is black and its 
fur is actually transparent but 
appears white as it reflects 
the light. 
Go There: Polar Pioneers of 
Svalbard Hurtigruten 9-night 
Cruise Only from £2700pp

Name: Bengal Tiger
Location: India
Fascinating Fact: Unlike most 
members of the cat family, 
tigers like water. They can 
swim up to 4 miles and often 
cool off in pools or streams. 
Go There: Golden Triangle 
and Mighty Brahmaputra  
Far Horizon 15-night fly-cruise 
from £3599pp

Name: African Elephant
Location: South Africa
Fascinating Fact: The African 
elephant is the largest land 
mammal in the world and 
its trunk is made up of over 
100,000 different muscles. 
Go There: Discover Africa 
AmaWaterways 9-night cruise 
and tour from £5533pp

Name: Emperor Penguin
Location: Antarctica
Fascinating Fact: Emperor 
Penguins dive to around 
1850 feet and remain under 
water for around 20 minutes 
when searching for krill, fish, 
crustaceans and squid. 
Go There: Legendary 
Magellan Hurtigruten 16-night 
Cruise Only from £3715pp

Name: Komodo Dragon
Location: Indonesia
Fascinating Fact: A Komodo 
Dragon can eat a massive 
80% of its body weight in a 
single feeding. 
Go There: Eastbound Cruise 
from Bali Star Clippers 7-night 
cruise only from £1145pp

Visit remote corners of the world in search of exciting wildlife, yet still enjoy travelling in style and 
comfort. We’ve picked out some of the world’s most interesting animals, and our favourite cruises 
to each destination. Unfortunately we can’t guarantee wildlife sightings, but it’s the ideal way to try!Wild World

Name: Orca or Killer Whale
Location: Alaska
Fascinating Fact: Orca 
whales only shut down half 
of their brain when sleeping, 
meaning they sleep with 
one eye open! It is known as 
unihemispheric sleep. 
Go There: Voyage of the 
Glaciers Princess Cruises 
7-night cruise only from 
£579pp

Name: Giant Panda
Location: China
Fascinating Fact: Giant 
Pandas are solitary animals, 
spending around two-thirds 
of their day feeding and the 
remainder resting. 
Go There: Imperial Jewels 
of China Viking River Cruises 
13-night fly-cruise from 
£2895pp

Name: Blue-Footed Booby
Location: Galapagos
Fascinating Fact: Male  
blue-footed boobies perform 
a courtship that involves 
stamping and showing off 
their bright blue feet in an 
elaborate dance to impress 
the females. 
Go There: Western Galapagos 
Luxury Expedition 
Silversea 9-night cruise and 
stay from £4750pp
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Only Viking gives you the 
most inspiring choice of 
itineraries, the biggest fleet 
of innovative river ships, the 
greatest value inclusions AND 
a special low price for booking 
in advance.

With years of unrivalled 
experience, Viking promises 
you a journey like no other at a 
price you can’t afford to miss.

So much included:

Return flights from London

Deluxe river-view stateroom 

Choice of delicious on board meals

Complimentary wine, beer and soft 
drinks with lunch and dinner on board

Free Wi-Fi* and tea and coffee on board

Complimentary guided tours  

On board talks and entertainment

Plus

Free regional flights from up to 14 
UK airports

Choose your cruise for 2017:

Romantic Danube
8 days from £1,395pp
Budapest, Vienna, Krems, Passau,
Regensburg, Nuremberg 

Imperial Jewels of China 
14 Days from £2,895pp
Beijing, Xian, Chongqing, Shibaozhai,
Three Gorges, Jingzhou, Wuhan, Shanghai

Waterways of the Tsars
13 days from £2,695pp
St. Petersburg, Mandrogy, Kizhi, 
Kuzino,Yaroslavl, Uglich, Moscow

Prices and availability are correct at the time of going to print but are subject to change. From prices are per person 
based on two people sharing the lowest available stateroom grade on selected 2017 departure dates. From prices 
shown include £750pp early booking discount. Prices are valid until 31 January 2017. Single supplements apply. 
*Restrictions apply. IMPORTANT: VISA REQUIRED A Russian visa must be arranged in advance at an approximate cost 
of £215 per person. Please note that current Russian visa regulations require a personal visit to the Russian Embassy in 
either London or Edinburgh to complete the application process, which is at your own cost. Please note that the cost 
and process to obtain a Russian visa can change at any time. Details shown above are correct at the time of going to 
print. A China visa must be arranged in advance at an approximate cost of £226pp. Please note that the cost and 
process to obtain a Chinese visa can change at any time. Details shown above are correct at the time of going to print.  
Offers can be withdrawn at any time. For full terms and conditions visit vikingcruises.co.uk/terms-conditions or call us.

St. Basil’s Cathedral, MoscowGreat Wall of China

Viking Longship®, River Danube

Save up to £750pp on 2017 river cruises

Take advantage of our 2017 o� ers and sail 
from just £1,395pp 

£50PP 
ON BOARD 
SPEND TOO 

OFFER ENDS 
31 JAN 2017

1
Wine connoisseurs will appreciate 
the French wine-growing regions of 
Bordeaux and the Rhône Valley, or 
Portugal’s Douro Valley, famed for its 
port wine. History and culture lovers 
can visit the magnificent capital cities 
of Vienna, Bratislava and Budapest on 
the River Danube. Try a cruise along the 
Rhine or Moselle through the heart of 
Germany if you prefer scenic cruising 
between traditional riverside towns. 
For art lovers, a cruise from Paris along 
the River Seine visits Monet’s Garden 
at Giverny, and Honfleur, inspiration to 
many Impressionist artists.

Where to go?

With such a wide choice of river cruises in Europe, how do 
you pick which is the right one for you? Our knowledgeable 
cruise advisors have a wealth of first-hand experience of 
rivers, ships and cruise lines, and are here to give you the 
benefit of their expertise. Here are a few helpful ideas!

2
Most river cruises include return 
flights from the UK from a choice of 
regional airports. If you prefer not to 
fly, there is the option of Eurostar from 
London St Pancras on certain cruises, 
usually the Rhine, Seine, Rhône and 
Holland at Tulip Time. We can also 
tailor-make your cruise by adding 
hotel stays to suit you.  

Fly-cruise or  
no-fly cruise?

5
Most river cruises include guided 
shore excursions, with the benefit of a 
local, English-speaking guide to pass 
on their wealth of knowledge about a 
destination. Many cruises also have 
a choice of included excursions from 
guided bicycle and hiking tours to 
culinary-themed trips. If you’d prefer 
to explore independently, why not look 
at a cruise line who offer optional, 
supplementary tours, so you can pick 
and choose how much to do.

Included or optional 
excursions?

3
Some cruises include unlimited 
complimentary beverages at all times, 
which is great if you plan to spend time 
relaxing onboard and not think about 
the bill at the end of your holiday. 
However, if you’re not sure that you 
will get value for money out of an  
all-inclusive cruise, a better option 
might be a cruise which only includes 
drinks with meals.

To drink or not  
to drink?

4
Cabins on higher decks feature 
French balconies or outside balconies 
with seating, or even both. For 
those wanting the ultimate luxury 
experience, suites usually have 
additional benefits such as in-room 
dining, a complimentary mini-bar and 
butler service. Lead-in cabins on the 
lower deck are usually more compact 
with smaller windows, ideal if you plan 
to spend most of your time relaxing in 
the lounge or on the sun deck, rather 
than in your cabin.

Window cabin or  
balcony cabin?

TOP TIPS
for Choosing a River Cruise

Our

Part 1

Watch out for Part 2 in the next issue!



We are pleased to announce the release of our brand new 
all-suite ships for 2017, operating alongside our luxurious and 
elegant selection of fi ve-star vessels including the MS Lord Byron, 
MS William Shakespeare, MS Jane Austen and MS Charles Dickens, 
all boasting superb cuisine and the most comfortable 
surroundings possible. 

Why book a Rivera Travel river cruise?
✓  Three brand-new stunning fi ve-star all suite ships for 2017
✓  Many guided excursions included 
✓  Superb fi ne dining onboard
✓  Fully escorted by our expert Tour Managers

Selected departures from April to October 2017

MS Jane Austen BRAND NEW! MS Thomas Hardy suite MS Lord Byron restaurant MS Jane Austen bathroom

ABTA  No. V4744 Riviera Travel booking terms and conditions apply. Prices correct as of 20-12-16.

*Optional Cruise extension available.


